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PROSPECTUS. 


TE  have  provided  for  the  publication  of  a  series  of  Papers  or  Mono- 


VV  graphs  on  subjects  of  vital  interest,  under  the  general  title  of 
“  AVords  for  the  New  Church,”  and  we  have  secured  the  means  for 
continuing  this  publication  as  long  as  it  may  be  deemed  desirable. 

These  papers  will  have  I'espcct  primarily  to  the  New  Doctrines  revealed  by 
the  Lord  through  the  AVord  in  the  writings  of  Swedenborg :  then  to  the 
New  Church  as  established  by  means  of  these  Doctrines :  and  finally  to  the 
numerous  issues  of  the  day  whether  relating  to  Religion,  Science,  Literature, 
or  Art. 

Each  Number  of  the  Serial  will  embody  a  Monograph  or  Treatise  in 
which  the  writer  will  have  space  to  present  his  subject  in  full.  Editorial 
Notes  and  Queries  will  be  added,  together  with  Reviews  and  Notices  of 
Books,  jVIovements  in  Church  and  State,  Items  of  Intelligence,  and  Criti¬ 
cisms.  The  Numbers  will  follow  each  other  in  due  order,  varying  in  size 
from  about  48  to  72  pages,  royal  octavo.  The  type  will  be  large  and  dis¬ 
tinct;  the  ]»aper  of  the  best  quality;  and  the  publication  in  all  respects 
unsurpassed  in  style  and  completeness. 

The  first  volume  will  consist  of  about  SCO  pages  and  will  be  furnished  to 
subscribers  for  $3.00.  The  Numbers  separately  will  be  furnished  at  50 
cents  each. 

Three  Editions  of  the  first  Number  of  the  Serial  have  been  published. 
The  leading  article  in  it  is  on  the  Advent  of  the  Lord,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  Number  is  occupied  in  the  illustration  of  this  subject.  The  subject 
was  perhaps  never  before  in  the  collateral  writings  of  the  New  Church  set 
forth  in  a  manner  so  masterly  and  thorough.  Even  New  Churchmen  will 
be  astonished  at  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  theme,  and  at  the 
disclosures  in  respect  to  it  in  the  AVritings  of  Swedenborg.  Many  of  the 
passages  presented  in  this  article  were  never  before  translated  into  English. 

The  second  Number  of  the  Serial,  presented  herewith,  contains  as  the 
leading  paper  in  it  a  Alonograph  on  THE  State  op  the  Christian 
AVorld. 

All  business  letters  relating  to  the  Serial  must  be  addressed  to  Messrs. 
J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  Bhiladelphia. 

Ad  matters  relating  to  the  editorial  conduct  of  the  Serial  must  be  addressed 
to  the  Editor  of  AAhuds  for  the  New  Church,  care  of  Messrs.  J.  B.  Lijipin- 
eott  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 
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STATE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  WORLD 


0  U  T  1. 1 N  E. 


^P^HE  interior  or  spiritual  state  of  the  Christian  World  alone  considered. 

This  state  known  only  from  Divine  llevelation.  Appearances  and 
])rofessions  often  deceptive,  and  thus  insufficient  grounds  of  judgment. 
Causes,  significance  and  advantages  of  the  modern  changes  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  religious  matters. 

TTie  true  Sijns  of  the  Times  internal  and  spiritual,  and  known  only  from 
Divine  llevelation.  The  state  of  the  Christian  World  to  be  known  only 
fiom  Writings  of  the  New  Church.  IMisapprehensions  corrected.  The 
Teachings  of  the  Writings. 

Consummation  or  End  of  the  First  Christian  Church.  Prophecies  of 
the  Word.  The  meaning  of  these  prophecies  as  unfolded  in  the  Writings. 
The  Judgment  in  1757.  State  of  the  Christian  World  since  that  time. 

Concerning  those  who  in  the  Christian  World,  sooner  or  later,  in  this 
woild  or  the  next,  will  receive  the  Ti  uth  and  be  saved.  All  such  will 
receive  the  Heaverdy  Doctrines,  and  become  members  of  the  New  Church. 
All  are  invited  by  the  Lord  to  the  New  Church. 

Why  the  New  Doctrines  were  not  sooner  revealed.  In  the  Christian 
AVorld  but  few  are  in  good  and  are  willing  to  receive  these  Doctrines. 

The  New  Church  transferred,  and  to  exist  chiefly  among  the  Gentiles, 
llevelations  through  angels  and  angelic  spirits  in  Asia  and  Africa.  The 
Church  in  those  countries. 

Patio  of  the  good  in  the  Christian  World.  State  of  the  interiors  of 
men  as  disclosed  in  the  Writings.  Direful  falsities  from  evil — Loathing  of 
the  genuine  good  and  truth  of  the  Word — Growth  of  falsity  and  evil — 
Inherited  evil  continued  in  posterity — No  acknowledgment  of  God  as  Man, 
and  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God. 

Growth  of  the  New  Church  in  Europe  and  America.  How  the  New 

Church  is  propagated  in  these  continents;  and  its  final  success. 

7G 


S  FATE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  WORLD. 


I, 


PRELIMINARY. 


N  the  Writings  of  the  New  Church  we  have  an  interior 


-L  view  of  all  things,  a  view,  which  penetrating  beyond 
external  guises,  unfolds  the  most  recondite  realities  of  life. 
These  writings  throw  the  light  of  Heaven  upon  collective 
bodies  of  men,  as  well  as  upon  individuals ;  upon  the  organ¬ 
izations  of  men  constituting  the  Church,  as  well  as  the  indi¬ 
vidual  man  of  the  Church.  Under  this  light  of  Heaven, 
which  in  other  phrase,  is  the  light  of  the  Divine  Truth, 
myriads  of  things  are  revealed,  never  conceived  of  before, 
fallacious  appearances  are  stripped  off,  and  the  reality  is 
brought  to  light,  so  that  all  things  appear,  less  according  to 
their  seemings  and  as  man  sees  them,  and  more  as  they  really 
are,  and  as  the  Lord  sees  them. 

The  Christian  World  analyzed  under  this  light  of  Heaven, 
will,  in  many  resjDects  be  found  in  a  most  deplorable  condi¬ 
tion,  its  life  fraught  with  the  most  direful  evils,  and  its  prin¬ 
ciples  of  life  most  lamentably  fallacious.  The  Church  in  its 
multiform  aspect;  Society  at  large,  its  manners  and  customs; 
and  the  State,  with  its  interminable  intrigues  and  frauds, 
will  tell  the  tale.  The  condition  of  these,  is  the  State  of  the 
Christian  World. 

The  Christian  World  consists  of  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and  their  colonies  and  descendants  in  other  lands ;  and  the 
State  of  the  Christian  World  is  the  state  of  the  Men  of 
those  nations,  whether  churchmen  or  infidels  ;  for  the  Chris- 
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tian  World  includes  as  well  the  skeptic  and  atheist  as  the 
professed  members  of  the  Church,  and  the  Church  includes 
the  Greek,  the  Roman  Catholic,  and  the  Protestant. — A.  C. 
1032.  D.  P.  330.  S.  D.  459,  4761,  4777,  5518. 

AVe  shall  not  treat  merely  of  the  moral  state  of  men,  and 
of  their  outward  religious  conduct,  but  also  of  their  interior 
spiritual  states,  the  inner  life  of  the  will,  and  the  inner 
thought  of  the  understanding.  AVhen  these  interiors  are 
good,  man  is  conjoined  with  the  Loed,  and  consociated  with 
the  angels,  and  enters  heaven  after  death ;  but  when  these 
interiors  are  evil,  he  is  disjoined  from  heaven,  and  after 
death  enters  into  hell. 

These  interior  states  of  men  can  he  known  only  from 
Divine  Revelation.  Opinions  formed  from  observation 
alone  are  of  no  value :  and  this  for  the  reason  that  man’s 
true  spiritual  state  during  his  abode  in  the  world  is  often,  if 
not  generally,  concealed  from  open  view,  and  known  only  to 
the  Loed,  and  through  the  Revelations  which  He  is  pleased 
to  give.  Our  absolute  dependence  upon  Divine  Revelation, 
for  all  true  knowledge  of  man’s  spiritual  state,  and  conse¬ 
quently  of  the  state  of  the  Church,  is  most  vividly  portrayed 
in  the  Writings  as  follows : 

Tlie  quality  of  the  Lord’s  Church  in  the  countries  of  the  earth  cannot 
be  seen  by  any  man  so  long  as  he  lives  in  the  world ;  still  less,  how  the 
Church,  in  the  process  of  time,  has  turned  away  from  good  to  evil.  The 
reason  is,  that  man,  while  living  in  the  world,  is  in  externals,  and  sees  only 
those  things  which  lie  open  before  his  natural  man  :  but  the  quality  of  the 
Church  as  to  the  spiritual  things  which  are  its  internals,  does  not  appear  in 
the  world  ;  yet  it  does  appear  in  heaven  as  in  clear  day  ;  for  the  angels  are  in 
spiritual  thought,  and  also  in  spiritual  sight,  and  hence  they  see  none  other 
than  spiritual  things. — L.  J.  41. 


But  how  often  are  these  principles  disregarded!  And 
how  often  are  judgments  formed  of  the  inner  life  of  men 
from  observation  alone  I  Disresfardins:  the  voice  of  Divine 
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Revelation,  trusting  solely  to  outward  appearances,  and  to 
the  shifting  phases  of  the  present  religious  world,  errone¬ 
ously  regarded  as  the  signs  of  the  times,  how  often  do  men 
unhesitatingly  attempt  to  declare  things  known  only  to  the 
Lord,  and  to  the  Church  only  so  far  as  He  reveals  them. 

Even  the  Lord’s  words,  “  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them,”  do  not  imply  that  we  can  determine  the  interior  states 
of  men  from  their  external  lives  in  the  world.  For  the  Doc¬ 
trines  teach  ,  us,  that  we  must  not  judge  the  quality  of  any 
one’s  spiritual  state,  and  thence  what  his  lot  will  be  after 
death,  for  this  is  known  to  the  Lord  alone  ;  neither  does  the 
Lord  reveal  this,  till  after  the  person’s  decease. —  C.  L.  523. 

The  Writings  show  us  why  we  cannot  judge  the  interior 
states  of  men,  and  why  the  Lord  alone  is  the  Judge.  Thus 
we  read  in  the  Apocalypse  Revealed : 

He  sees  all  the  interiors  and  exteriors  of  men  at  once.  Works  are  often 
mentioned  in  the  Apocalypse,  but  few  know  what  is  meant  by  works.  This 
is  known  ;  That  ten  men  may  do  works  which  appear  alike  in  externals,  but 
which  are  still  unlike  with  them  all,  because  they  proceed  from  a  different 
end  and  from  a  different  cause  ;  and  the  end  and  the  cause  make  the  works  to 
be  either  good  or  evil.  For  every  work  is  the  work  of  the  mind  ;  hence  such 
as  the  mind  is,  such  is  the  work.  If  the  mind  is  charity,  the  work  becomes 
charity ;  if  the  mind  is  not  charity,  the  work  does  not  become  charity:  still 
both  may  appear  alike  in  externals.  Works  appear  to  men  in  their  external 
form,  but  to  angels  in  their  internal,  and  to  the  Lord,  such  as  they  are  from 
their  inmosis  to  their  oufmosts. — A.  R.  76. 

Elsewhere  in  the  same  book,  we  learn,  that  to  judge  the 
dead  from  the  things  written  in  the  books  according  to  their 
works,  signifies  that  all  are  judged  according  to  their  inter¬ 
nal  life  in  externals.  The  things  written  in  the  books,  are 
the  interiors  of  the  mind :  and  the  works  are  the  internal 
life  of  every  one  in  externals.  (See  A.  R.  868.)  And,  as 
we  have  seen  above,  the  Lord  alone  knows  the  whole  scope 
of  the  life  from  the  internal  to  the  external :  and  therefore. 
He  alone  can  judge. 
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11. 


SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES. 


'^'INCE  the  time  of  the  Last  Judgment  in  1757,  there 


h-J  have  been  developments  throughout  Christendom  in 
science,  art,  meclianics,  and  literature,  immeasurably  great, 
and  without  a  parallel  in  the  past.  Even  the  brief  mention 
of  the  things  done,  of  the  changes  made  for  the  better,  the 
improvements  and  discoveries,  would  fill  many  pages.  And 
to  these  wonderful  developments  on  the  natural  and  scien¬ 
tific  plane,  must  be  added  the  enlargement  of  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  liberty,  and  the  greater  freedom  of  thought  with  the 
man  of  the  Church,  with  the  growing  distaste  for  the  ir¬ 
rational  dogmas  of  the  churches,  and,  in  fact,  of  all  creeds  : 
then,  also  there  is  the  estal)lishment  of  public  charities, 
humane  associations,  evangelical  alliances,  and  so  forth. 

Many  regard  these  things  as  evidences  of  an  improved 
state  of  heart  and  of  life  in  the  Christian  AVorld,  of  an 
actual  infusion  of  the  Spirit  of  the  New  Age  into  the  masses 
of  society,  of  a  preparation  for  the  reception  of  the  New 
Doctrines,  and  in  fact  for  the  diffusion  of  the  New  Church, 
and  at  no  distant  day  its  final  establishment  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  former  Church :  for  it  is  held,  that,  as  the 
fallacies  of  the  old  faith  fall  away,  and  die  out,  there  will 
follow,  at  once,  the  general  reception  of  the  Heavenly  Doc¬ 
trines  of  the  New  Jerusalem. 

But  well  may  we  ask :  How'  do  these  conclusions  follow 
the  premises  ?  A  civilization  vastly  improved  in  many  ways, 
is  most  fully  granted  ;  but  the  inference,  that  therefore,  the 
interiors  of  the  Peoples  in  Christian  lands,  are,  in  a  corre¬ 
sponding  degree  averted  from  the  old  Church  and  turned 
toward  the  New,  is  not  granted,  except  with  those  who  have 
consciously  embraced  the  New  Doctrines,  and  have  entered 
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upon  a  life  according  to  tliem ;  and  also  with  a  certain  rem¬ 
nant  known  only  to  the  Loed  who  are  in  good,  and  who  are 
thus  in  a  state  to  receive  the  Truth  when  presented  to  them. 

As  to  the  rest,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  their  im¬ 
proved  external  condition,  the  opulence  of  many,  the  culture 
and  refinement  of  others,  improved  food,  clothing,  and 
shelter,  and  the  innumerable  appliances  of  comfort  and 
luxury,  abounding  now  in  the  Christian  "World,  as  never 
before,  demonstrate,  in  the  Spiritual  State  of  these  Peoples, 
a  reception  of  the  Heavenly  Doctrines  of  the  New  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  or  even  an  approach  toward  such  reception.  This  is 
the  question  at  issue  :  and  the  signs  of  the  times  cannot  be 
understood  aright  without  lifting  the  veil  that  conceals  the 
interior  life  of  men,  and  viewing  that  life  as  it  is  disclosed 
in  the  light  of  Heaven.  This  work  is  already  done  for  us 
in  the  Revelations  which  the  Loed  has  made  from  the  in¬ 
ternal  and  Spiritual  World,  for  the  use  of  the  New  Church. 

From  these  Revelations  we  learn  that  the  true  signs  of  the 
times  are  internal  and  not  external,  only  so  far  as  external 
indications  coincide  with  the  internal.  The  genuine  import, 
therefore,  of  the  outward  signs,  the  manifestations,  changes, 
discoveries,  and  improvements,  to  which  we  have  referred, 
can  be  rightly  interpreted  only  by  surveying  the  external 
in  the  light  of  the  internal,  the  material  in  the  light  of  the 
spiritual,  the  thing's  of  this  world  in  the  light  of  heaven. 
And  in  all  this,  no  proofs  will  avail  hut  the  explicit  dicta  of 
the  Writings,  and  the  legitimate  inferences  from  them.  The 
state  of  the  exteriors  mav  so  differ  from  the  state  of  the  in- 

t/ 

teriors,  as  entirely  to  misrepresent  them  or  completely  to  con¬ 
ceal  them.  The  external  may  indeed  in  some  individuals 
correspond  with  the  internal,  and  thus  represent  it ;  but 
whether  it  does  or  not,  cannot  be  certainly  known.  And  as 
with  individuals,  so  with  churches,  communities,  and  nations ; 

for  in  respect  to  all  of  these  the  Writings  explicitly  teach, 
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that  their  externals  are  often  altogether  different  from  their 
internals,  and  conceal  them  from  ohservation. 

We  are  in  danger  of  judging  according  to  appearances,  and 
not  according  to  the  internal  realities.  Therefore  the  Lord’s 
words  in  the  Gospels  : 

Judge  not  according  to  appearance,  but  judge  just  judgment. — John  vii. 
24.  Woe  unto  you  hypocrites !  for  ye  make  clean  the  outside  of  the  cup, 
and  of  tlie  platter,  hut  Tpitliiu  they  are  full  of  extortion  and  excess.  .  .  . 
Ye  are  like  whited  sepulchres  which  indeed  appear  beautiful  outwardly,  hut 
are  within  full  of  dead  bones  and  all  uncleanness.  Even  so,  ye  also  outwardly 
appear  just  unto  men,  but  within  ye  are  full  of  hypocrisy  and  iniquity. 
Mutt,  xxiii.  25-28. 

We  cannot,  therefore  determine  the  interior  states  of 
men  by  the  outward  appearance.  But  if  we  would  know 
the  Truth,  and  thus  form  a  true  judgment  of  the  state  of  the 
Christian  World,  we  must  resort  to  the  Divine  Revelations 
in  the  Writino;s  of  the  New  Church. 

The  three  essentials  of  the  Church  are : 

1.  The  acknowledgment  of  the  Divinity  of  the  Lord. 

2.  The  acknowledgment  of  the  Holiness  of  the  Word. 

3.  The  life  which  is  called  Charity.  D.  P.  259. 

Is  the  Christian  world  coming  into  the  acknowledgment 
of  these  principles  ?  Are  the  great  nations  and  churches  in 
Christian  lands,  even  in  outward  appearance,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  inner  life,  any  nearer  the  first  and  second  of  these 
essentials  of  the  New  Church  now,  than  they  were  a  century 
ago? 

Do  the  churches,  communities,  or  nations,  of  the  present 
day  any  more  than  did  their  ancestors,  acknowledge  the 
.  Divinity  of  the  Lord,  or  the  Holiness  of  thj  Word  ? 

As  to  the  first  essential,  instead  of  an  increasing  faith  in 
the  Divinity  of  the  Lord,  is  there  not  on  the  contrary,  a 
wide-spread  and  augmenting  denial  of  His  Divinity,  which 
is  sapping  the  very  life  of  the  churches,  whether  the  so-called 
orthodox,  or  the  heterodox  ? 
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As  to  tlie  second  essential,  instead  of  an  increasing  faith 
in  the  Holiness  of  the  Word,  is  there  not  an  ever  increasing 
prevalence  of  skepticism,  and  “  rationalism,”  which  like  a 
deluge  is  sweeping  over  Euro]oe  and  America,  submerging 
the  minds  of  millions,  and  destroying  all  faith  in  the  Holi¬ 
ness  of  the  Word  ?  The  wide-spread  promulgation  of  the 
writings  of  Strauss,  Renan,  Matthew  Arnold,  Colenso,  Parker 
and  others,  will  show  the  trend  of  Christian  theology. 

The  only  claim,  then,  of  an  actual  improvement  in  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  peoples  of  Christendom  must  rest  upon 
the  third  essential.  As  we  liave  seen,  it  is  often  claimed 
that,  notwithstanding  their  fallacies  of  faith,  and  errors  of 
doctrine,  the  men  of  Christian  lands  have  ^practically  come 
into  better  spiritual  lives,  that  they  are  more  deeply  imbued 
with  love  to  God,  and  Charity  toward  the  neighbor,  in  the* 
present  day,  than  before  the  Judgment  in  1757. 

But  as  before  observed,  outward  appearances  are  deceptive, 
and  may  lead  us  into  false  estimates  in  respect  to  these 
things.  The  men  of  Christendom  may  be  better  than  they 
seem  to  be,  or  they  may  he  worse.  But  according  to  these 
very  outward  appearances,  that  are  so  often  set  forth  in  proof 
of  the  position,  even  according  to  these,  are  we  justified  in 
the  belief  that  the  men  of  Christian  lands  are  spiritually 
better  than  were  their  ancestors,  a  century  ago  ?  Let  well- 
known  facts  answer  the  question. 

Look  at  the  array  of  the  direful  evils  committed  in  Chris¬ 
tian  lands  day  unto  day,  as  chronicled  in  the  press.  Hay 
unto  day,  the  tale  is  told,  of  the  lamentable  prevalence  of 
avarice,  dishonesty,  forgery,  theft  and  robbery ;  of  rapine, 
violence,  cruelty,  murder,  and  war ;  of  adultery,  foeticide, 
and  infanticide.  And  do  not  these  and  similar  enormities 
abound,  in  our  day,  to  an  extent  unknown  in  the  annals  of 
crime  a  hundred  years  ago  ? 

There  is  always  in  the  vastated  church  a,  remnant  of  the 
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(•'ood.  Where  these  are,  the  Loed  alone  knows.  Of  tliese 
Ave  do  not  sj^eak.  Neither  do  Ave  speak  of  tliose  AAdio  haA'e  cm- 
l>raced  the  lieaA’enly  Doctrines  of  the  Ne.Av  Jerusalem  ;  nor 
(d’  those  AAdio  are  endcaA^oring;  to  come  into  these  Doctrines, 
and  into  a  life  according  to  them.  Bnt  beyond  these,  there 
are  the  great  bodies  of  the  old  Chnrch,  and  of  these  we 
speak ;  and  in  tliese  do  aa’c  find  any  more  acknoAAdedginent 
noAv,  than  a  century  ago,  of  the  three  essentials  of  the  Chnrch, 
mentioned  afiOA^e  ? 

True,  the  poAver  of  the  first  Christian  Church  is  AA^aning, 
its  doctrines  ha\"e  fallen  into  chaos  and  confusion.  There 
is  the  general  jireAailence  of  natural  science,  and  of  ciAul  and 
religious  freedom.  Millions  liegin  to  care  nothing  about 
their  creeds.  TIica^  scarcelv  kiiGAA"  the  doctrines  of  their 

t/  k/ 

OAAUi  sect.  If  they  knoAV  the  doctrines,  they  do  not  believe 
them.  Or  if  they  believe  them  they  give  them  a  milder 
construction  than  heretofore.  They  manifest  greater  lilier- 
ality  toAA-ard  those  Avho  differ  from  them ;  saying,  it  matters 
little  AAdiat  a  man’s  doctrine  is,  since  all  doctrine  is  obscure 
and  uncertain ;  only  let  him  live  a  moral  life,  lie  sincere  in 
his  professions,  and  faithful  to  himself  and  to  his  OAvn  nature. 
But  in  all  this,  AA’hile  there  is  doubt,  skeiiticism  and  denial, 
is  there  jiroof  of  any  ap})roach,  toAA^ard  the  pure  and  genuine 
truth  and  life  of  the  NeAV  Jerusalem? 

Here  Ave  have  tAA’O  things  AAdiich  are  often  confounded,  but 
Avhich  are  totally  distinct.  The  one  is  the  chsbelief  of  the 
Old  Doctrines,  the  other  is  the  belief  in  the  NeAv  Doctrines. 
They  are  manifestly  not  one  and  the  same  thing ;  nor  are 
they  related  to  each  other  as  cause  and  effect.  And  although 
the  Old  must  be  remoA^ed,  before  the  Ngav  is  received,  still 
the  old  creeds  may  be  discarded  from  other  grounds  than 
from  that  genuine  loA^e  of  Spiritual  Truth  that  will  result  in 
the  reception  of  the  Ngav  Doctrines.  Without  the  real  love 
of  Spiritual  Truth,  infidels  abandon  all  creeds,  even  all  faith 
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in  Divine  Revelation,  and  deny  alike  the  True  Doctrines  of 
the  New  Church,  and  the  false  doctrines  of  the  Old ;  pre¬ 
ferring  a  belief  in  Nature  as  a  Goddess,  to  faith  in  the  Divine 
Revelation,  and  in  the  God  of  Revelation.  Multitudes  also 
reject  some  of  the  falsities  of  the  consummated  Church,  who 
do  not  receive  the  genuine  Truths  of  the  New  Church ;  and 
multitudes  are  even  more  ready  to  embrace  the  most  false 
and  irrational  dogma,  than  the  Divine  Truth  itself.  For 
thus  it  is  written : 

And  tills  is  the  judgment,  that  the  Light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  that 
men  loved  the  darkness  rather  than  the  Light,  because  their  deeds  were 
evil. — John  iii.  19. 


Protestants  reject  many  of  the  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  and  still  hold  their  false  doctrines  in  respect  to  the 
Trinity,  the  Atonement,  the  material  resurrection,  and  so 
forth.  Then,  also,  the  Quakers,  Unitarians,  Universalists, 
and  Deists  reject  many  of  the  tenets  of  orthodoxy,  and  still 
hold  with  great  tenacity  dogmas  that  are  utterly  fallacious. 
Then,  again,  many  of  the  Scientists  expect,  in  the  end,  the 
extinction  of  all  faith  in  the  super-natural,  and  the  final 
overthrow  of  all  Biblical  Theology,  aud  all  Divine  Revela¬ 
tion.  They  have  doubtless  been  led  into  these  expectations 
from  the  discoveries  promulgated  in  the  works  on  Natural 
Science :  and  especially  from  the  studies  of  Geology  and 
Astronomy,  which  have  led  many  to  discredit  the  literal 
sense  of  Genesis. 

‘Creeds  may  continue  to  crumble  away.  Sectarianism, 
bigotry,  and  religious  intolerance  may  die  down  ;  but  in  all 
this,  there  may  be  no  increase  of  faith  in  the  Loed  as  the 
only  God,  or  in  the  Divinity  of  His  Humanity,  or  in  the 
Hohness  of  His  Word  ;  there  may  be  no  increased  spiritual 
life  by  conjunction  with  the  Loed,  and  consociation  with 
heaven.  Indeed,  with  all  this,  there  may  be  a  growing  in- 
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Jiffereiice  toward  spiritual  and  Divine  things,  and  even  the 
denial  of  all  Heavenly  Doctrine  and  of  the  Loed  Himself 
in  His  Divine  Humanity. 

AVhth  tlie  increase  of  civil  and  religions  liberty  in  onr 
day,  comes  the  rejection  of  the  old  forms  of  orthodoxy,  and, 
with  many,  of  the  Bible  itself,  and  of  all  revealed  religion. 
Since  the  Divine  Providence  has  brought  men  into  these 
circumstances  favoring  the  free  expression  of  thought  in  re¬ 
spect  to  the  things  of  nature  and  of  science,  it  is  altogether 
natural  that  they  should  use  the  same  freedom  of  thought 
and  of  S})eech  in  respect  to  the  things  of  religion ;  and  espe¬ 
cially  so,  when  they  can  do  this  without  fear. 

But  why  this  increase  of  civil  and  religions  liberty,  in  onr 
day  ?  And  why  the  improvetl  condition  of  society  ?  What 
are  the  ends  of  the  Divine  Providence  in  the  new  civiliza¬ 
tions  in  the  Christian  world  since  the  Last  Judgment? 

A\^e  ansAver  that  all  this  is  for  the  sake  of  the  New  Church, 
that  it  may  be  established  and  built  up,  that  its  Doctrines 
may  be  disseminated  and  received,  Avithont  distress  or  moles¬ 
tation,  that  its  institutions  may  be  founded  in  trampillity 
and  peace ;  and  that  families  may  be  formed,  and  children 
born  and  trained  up  for  Heaven. 

So  far  AA’e  have  considered  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  the 
general  external  condition  of  the  Christian  World.  We 
shall  })resently  sIioav  AAdiat  the  Writings  of  the  Church  say 
in  respect  to  the  interior  spiritual  state  of  Christendom,  this 
being  the  principal  object  of  this  paper.  But  before  pro¬ 
ceeding  further  in  this  AA’ork  Ave  must  endeavor  to  correct 
some  misconceptions  of  certain  passages  in  the  Writings. 
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III. 

MISCONCEPTIOXS  EXPLAINED. 

IN  setting  fortli  the  effects  of  the  Last  Judgment  on  the 
state  of  the  world  and  of  the  Church,  Swedenborg  says : 

The  State  of  the  World  hereafter  will  be  quite  similar  to  what  it  has 
been  heretofore :  for  the  great  change  which  has  been  etfected  in  the  Spir¬ 
itual  World,  does  not  induce  any  change  in  the  natural  world  as  regards  the 
outward  form ;  so  that  the  affairs  of  States,  peace,  treaties,  and  wars,  with 
all  other  things  which  belong  to  the  societies  of  men,  in  general,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular,  will  exist  in  the  future,  as  they  have  existed  in  the  past.  .  .  . 

But  as  for  the  State  of  the  Church,  this  will  be  dissimilar  hereafter;  it 
will  indeed  be  similar  in  its  outward  form,  but  dissimilar  in  the  inward.  To 
outward  appearance  divided  Churches  will  exist  as  heretofore,  their  doctrines 
will  be  taught  as  heretofore,  and  the  same  religions,  as  now,  will  exist  among 
the  Gentiles.  But  henceforth  the  man  of  the  Church  will  be  in  a  more  free 
state  of  thinking  on  matters  of  faith,  that  is,  on  the  spiritual  things  which 
relate  to  heaven,  because  spiritual  liberty  has  been  restored  to  him.  For  all 
things  in  the  heavens  and  in  the  hells  are  now  reduced  into  order ;  and  all 
thinking  which  either  favors  Divine  things,  or  opposes  them,  flows  in  thence : 
from  the  heavens,  all  that  is  in  harmony  with  Divine  things,  and  from  the 
hells,  all  that  is  opposed  to  them.  .  .  .  Since  Spiritual  liberty  has  been  re¬ 
stored  to  man,  the  Spiritual  Sense  of  the  Word  is  now  unveiled,  and  interior 
Divine  Truths  are  revealed  by  means  of  it ;  for  man  in  his  former  state 
would  not  have  understood  them,  and  he  who  should  have  understood  them, 
would  have  profaned  them. — L.  J.  73. 

I  have  often  conversed  with  the  angels  about  the  State  of  the  Church 
hereafter.  They  said  that  they  do  not  know  things  to  come,  for  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  tilings  to  come  belongs  to  the  Lord  alone ;  but  that  they  do  know 
that  the  slavery  and  captivity  in  which  the  man  of  the  Church  was  formerly, 
is  removed ;  and  that  now,  from  restored  liberty,  he  can  better  perceive  inte¬ 
rior  truths,  if  he  wills  to  perceive  them ;  and  thus  he  can  be  made  more 
internal,  if  he  wills  it :  but  that  they  have  slender  hope  of  the  men  of  the 
Christian  World,  but  much  of  a  certain  nation  far  distant  from  the  Christian 
World,  and  therefore  removed  from  infesters;  which  nation  is  such  that  it 
can  receive  spiritual  light,  and  be  made  a  celestial  spiritual  man.  They  also 
said,  that,  at  this  day,  interior  Divine  Truths  are  revealed  in  that  nation. 
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and  are  also  received  in  spiritual  faith,  that  is,  in  life  and  heart,  and  that 
that  nation  worshipjs  the  Loud. — L.  J.  74. 

From  the  former  part  of  the  last  quotation  some  infer,  that 
the  Christian  C^linrch  is  iirwardly  improved,  and  that  the 
relative  numher  of  the  good  is  increasing,  and  will  continue 
to  increase.  This  is  a  siqtposed  result  of  the  removal  of  the 
imaginary  heavens  from  the  world  of  spirits,  so  that  influx 
from  heaven  can  reach  man  without  its  former  perversion ; 
giving  man  a  free  state  of  thought  on  matters  of  faith,  thus 
removing  his  former  state  of  slavery  and  captivity,  so  that 
he  can  better  perceive  internal  truths  if  he  will,  and  thus  he 
made  more  internal.  But  the  question  remains :  Will  the 
man  of  the  old  Church  do  this  f  He  can  if  he  will,  hut 
will  he  ? 

The  heavenly  influx  is  not  perverted  in  the  World  of 
Sjjirits,  as  formerly ;  and  spiritual  freedom  is  restored.  But 
in  order  to  form  a  true  idea  of  tlie  effect  of  this  new  con¬ 
dition,  we  must  recall  a  universal  law  of  influx,  which  is : 
That  influx  is  according  to  the  recipient  form  in  this  world, 
as  -well  as  the  next.  Under  this  law,  how  can  influx  into  a 
consummated  Church  increase  the  number  of  the  good  re¬ 
maining  in  it?  Influx  works  according  to  the  state  of  the 
reci|)ient,  taking  into  acconnt  also  his  surroundings  in  both 
worlds.  Clood  flowing  in,  is  changed  into  its  opposite,  wdth 
the  wdcked.  The  consummated  Church  perverts  influx,  just 
as  the  spurious  or  imaginary  heavens  formerly  did,  and  as  the 
hells  still  do.  “  Where  the  carcass  is,  there  will  the  eagles 
be  gathered  together and  these  eagles  will  not,  and  thus 
as  it  were,  cannot,  receive  influx  in  an  orderly  manner,  so 
as  to  be  reformed  and  regenerated  by  it. — T.  C.  R.  848. 
a  L.  533.  A.  a  2123. 

And  as  wdth  such,  there  is  no  interior  wdll  of  good,  but 
only  of  evil,  it  follows  that  influx,  be  it  ever  so  clear  and 
wmian  and  strong,  is  changed  into  its  opposite,  as  in  evil 
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plants  and  animals.  Not  that  men,  like  animals  and  plants, 
are  without  freedom  :  but  they  will  not  rightly  use  it.  They 
have  forsaken  the  Lord,  and  closed  their  natural  mind  up¬ 
ward  against  heaven,  and  opened  it  downward  toward  hell,  and 
so  have  confirmed  themselves  in  a  state  of  inverted  order ; 
consequently,  they,  and  their  posterity,  change  the  influent 
good  into  evil,  and  pervert  or  deny  the  truth  they  hear  or 
read  in  the  Word  of  God,  or  in  the  Writings  of  the  Church. 

What  good  then,  it  is  asked,  results  from  this  ])urer  influx, 
and  from  this  restored  liberty  ?  We  answer :  ]\Iuch  good 
results,  in  many  ways.  And /zrsb  the  New  Church  is  estab¬ 
lished  in  Christian  lands  ;  and  has  its  growdh  from  the  good 
of  the  Old  Church,  as  well  as  from  births  in  its  own  bor¬ 
ders.  Then  second,  the  “  remnant”  is  preserved  ;  and  these, 
although  they  may  not  be  brought  into  the  New  Church  on 
earth,  will  yet  be  saved  in  heaven,  after  death.  And  fur¬ 
ther,  under  these  improved  conditions,  according  to  Divine 
order,  the  Lord  can  transfer  the  Church,  and  establish  it 
among  the  Gentiles.  To  these  benefits  arising  from  the  in¬ 
flux  and  the  freedom  of  the  New  Age,  we  may  add  the  civil 
order,  and  varied  worldly  comforts  now  so  largely  enhanced. 
The  Lord  is  merciful  to  all  in  the  fallen  Church,  and,  in 
every  possible  way,  assuages  their  griefs,  and  increases  their 
joys.  As,  to  the  ancient  Israel,  so,  now,  to  the  modern 
Israel,  He  says : 

How  oft  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  as  a  hen  doth 
gather  her  young  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not. — Matt,  xxiii.  37. 
Why  will  ye  die,  oh  house  of  Israel  ;  for  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of 
him  that  dieth ;  wherefore  turn  ye  and  live. — Ez.  xviii.  31,  32. 

And  in  Isaiah  it  is  written  :  Watchman,  what  of  the  night?  The  Watch¬ 
man  said:  The  Morning  cometh,  and  also  the  night. — Is.  xxi.  11,  12. 
And  this  means,  that  though  the  men  of  the  New  Church  have  illumination, 
yet  those  of  the  Old  Church  have  night. — A.  G.  10,134. 

Then  from  tlie  Arcana  Coelestia  we  learn  that  the  Word 
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is  opened  tlie  Lord  at  this  day  because  the  Church  is  so 
devoid  of  faith  and  of  love.  Thus  it  is  written : 

The  interiors  of  tlie  Word  are  now  opened  because  the  Church  at  this  day 
is  so  vastated,  tliat  is,  so  devoid  of  faith  and  love,  that  although  men  know 
and  understand,  still  they  do  not  acknowledge,  still  less  believe,  except  the 
few  loho  are  in  tltc  life  of  good,  and  are  called  the  Elect,  who  may  now  be 
instructed,  and  among  whom  the  New  Church  is  about  to  be  established : 
but  wliere  these  are  the  Lord  alone  knows.  There  iciU  he  few  within  the 
Chnrclt. ;  the  New  Churclies  established  in  former  times,  were  established 
among  the  flentiles. — A.  C.  3898. 

These  statements  are  sujtjiosed  l)y  some  to  conflict  with  the 
following  passages  in  the  Writings,  which  we,  therefore,  lay 
before  the  reader,  and  proceed  to  consider  : 

There  are  some  who  are  in  genuine  tiirths,  some  who  are  in  truths  not 
genuine,  and  some  wdio  are  in  falsities :  and  yet  those  who  are  in  genuine 
truths  are  often  damned,  and  those  who  are  in  truths  not  genuine,  and  those 
who  are  in  lalsities,  are  often  saved.  To  many  this  seems  to  be  a  paradox, 
but  still  it  is  a  truth.  Experience  itself  has  confirmed  it.  For  those  were 
seen  in  hell,  who  beyond  others  were  learned  in  truths  from  the  Word,  and 
in  the  doctrine  of  theh  Church,  as  well  dignitaries  as  others:  and  on  the 
other  hand,  those  were  seen  in  heaven  who  were  not  in  truths,  also  those 
who  were  in  falsities,  as  well  Christians  as  Gentiles.  The  former  were  in 
hell  because  although  they  indeed  were  in  truths,  as  to  doctrine,  they  were 
in  evils,  as  to  life :  and  the  latter  were  in  heaven,  because  they  indeed  were 
not  in  truths  as  to  doctrine,  but  still  were  in  the  good  of  life.  Some  spirits 
recently  deceased  with  wdiom  I  spoke,  wondered  that  those  who,  beyond 
others,  were  learned  in  the  Word  and  in  the  doctrines  of  their  Church, 
should  be  among  the  damned,  whom,  nevertheless,  they  had  believed  would 
become  luminaries  in  heaven,  according  to  Daniel  xii.  3. 

Falsities  from  evil,  are  evils  in  form  :  for  evil  when  it  shows  itself  in  light, 
and  forms  itself  is  called  falsity.  Hence  it  is  that  tho,se  who  are  in  evil  as 
to  life,  although  in  truths  as  to  doctrine,  are  still  in  the  falsities  of  their 
own  evil.  That  this  is  so,  manifests  itself  clearly  in  the  other  life.  They 
when  left  to  themselves,  think  from  evil  against  the  truths  which  they  knew 
and  professed,  thus  they  think  falsities.  The  same  act  similarly  in  the  world, 
when  they  are  left  to  themselves,  and  think.  For  then  they  either  pervert 
truths,  or  deny  truths,  to  patronize  the  evils  of  their  life.  But  those  who 
are  in  good,  and  still  not  in  truths,  yea,  those  who  are  in  falsities  from  igno- 
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ranee,  as  many  are  within  the  Clmrch,  and  many  also  out  of  the  Church  wlio 
are  called  Glentiles,  these  indeed  see  their  falsities  as  truths :  but  because 
these  falsities  come  forth  from  good,  they  bend  them  to  good,  therefore  there 
is  in  them  nothing  of  evil,  as  there  is  in  the  falsities  which  are  from  evil. 
And  because  the  fivlsities  thence  are  mild  and  flexible,  they  have  the  faculty 
of  receiving  truths  :  and  also  they  do  receive  them  when  instructed  by  the 
angels. — A.  C.  9192. 

There  is  in  reality  no  conflict  whatever  between  these 
statements.  The  general  view  of  the  vastatecl  Clmrch  in  the 
two  cases  is  in  full  harmony.  The  apparent  disagreement 
is  only  between  terms  which  are  necessarily  indefinite. 
These  terms  do  not  relate  to  the  character  of  those  described, 
for  in  this  the  two  statements  accord  fully.  The  seem¬ 
ing  conflict  relates  to  the  comparative  number  in  the  two 
classes.  In  the  first  extract  it  is  said  :  “  In  the  consummated 
Church,  although  men  know  and  understand,  yet  they  do 
not  acknowledge,  still  less  believe,  except  the  few  who  are 
in  the  life  of  good.” 

In  the  second  it  is  said :  “  Those  who  are  in  goods,  and 
still  not  in  truths,  yea,  those  who  are  in  falsities  from  igno¬ 
rance,  as  many  are  within  the  Church,  have  the  faculty  of 
receiving  truths,  and  also  do  receive  them  when  they  are 
instructed.” 

Here  we  have  in  contrast,  but  not  in  conflict,  “  the  few 
who  are  in  the  good  of  life,”  and  “  the  many  who  are  in 
good  and  not  in  truths,  and  wdio  are  not  condemned  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  falsities  which,  from  ignorance,  they  hold.” 

The  harmony  of  the  two  statements  is  complete,  when  we 
take  the  terms and  many  as  indefinite  and  relative;  and, 
by  the  few  understand  a  few,  in  comparison  with  the  whole : 
and,  by  the  many,  understand  that  the  good  taken  collect¬ 
ively  are  indeed  many,  while,  in  comparison  with  the  whole, 
they  are  few. 

Similar  in  their  bearino;  on  the  State  of  the  Christian 
W  orld  is  the  following  from  the  Apocalypse  Explained : 
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There  arc  two  states  of  faith  and  thence  of  the  life,  or  of  life,  and  thence 
of  the  faith  of  men  who  are  in  the  Church  ;  one  is  from  doctrine,  the  other 
is  from  the  Word,  and  from  preaching  from  the  Word.  That  there  are 
these  two  states,  scarcely  any  one  knows;  nevertheless  that  they  are,  and 
that  with  some  they  act  as  one,  and  with  many  not  as  one,  is  given  me  to  see 
and  to  know,  by  living  experience  with  spirits  recently  from  the  world,  inas¬ 
much  as  they  carry  with  them  all  the  states  of  their  life. 

It  shall  therefore  first  Ite  told  what  is  the  state  of  thought,  of  faith,  and 
of  life,  from  doctrine.  The  doctrine  of  the  Churches  in  the  Christian 
World,  at  this  day,  teaches,  that  faith  alone  saves,  and  that  the  life  of  love 
does  nothing  :  also,  that  when  a  man  receives  faith,  he  is  justified,  and  when 
thus  justified  that  nothing  of  evil  is  imputed  to  him ;  consequently,  that 
every  man  is  saved,  even  a  wicked  man,  if  only  he  has  faith,  or  receives 
I'aith,  although  it  should  be  in  the  last  hour  of  life.  Those,  therefore,  who 
thus  think  and  live  from  doctrine,  omit  good  works,  because  they  believe 
these  do  not  affect  man,  or  effect  his  salvation.  '.  .  .  These  things  are  said 
of  the  state  of  faith,  and  thence  of  life,  from  doctrine,  of  the  men  within  the 
Church. 

We  shall  now  tell  the  state  of  faith,  and  thence  of  life,  of  the  men  of  the 
Church,  when  their  faith  ami  life  are  from  the  llb/a?. 

Those  who  are  born  within  the  Churches,  wlien  the  doctrine  of  faith 
alone  and  of  justification  by  it,  is  received,  fijr  the  most  part,  do  not  know 
what  faith  alone  is,  nor  what  is  meant  by  justification.  When,  therefore, 
they  hear  these  things  from  preaching,  they  think  that  a  life  according  to 
the  precepts  of  God  in  the  Word,  is  meant ;  for  this,  they  believe  to  be  faith 
and  also  justification,  entering  no  deeper  into  the  mysteries  of  doctrine. 
They  also,  wdien  instructed  concerning  faith  alone,  and  justification,  believe 
no  otherwise  than  that  faith  alone  is  to  think  of  God,  and  of  Salvation,  and 
how  they  must  live  :  and  that  justification  is  to  live  before  God.  All  within 
the  Church  who  are  saved,  are  held  by  the  Lord  in  this  state  of  thought  and 
of  faith ;  and  also  after  their  departure  from  this  world,  they  are  instructed 
in  truths,  for  they  can  receive  instruction.  But  those  who  have  lived  from 
the  doctrine  of  faith  alone,  and  of  justification  by  it,  are  blinded  ;  because 
faith  alone  is  no  faith,  and  thence  justification  by  faith  alone  is  a  nonentity. 

But  it  must  be  known  that  there  are  few  who  thus  live  from  doctrine, 
although  it  is  believed  by  the  preachers,  that  all  do  thus  live  who  hear  their 
preachings.  It  is  of  the  Divine  Providence  of  the  Lord  that  there  are  few. 
—A.  E.  233. 

This  passage  is  often  quoted  tints  far,  without  going  fur¬ 
ther.  and  oivincr  tvliat  is.  in  fact,  the  clue  to  the  whole.  The 
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subject  treated  of  is  tlie  fate  in  the  other  life  of  the  lulce- 
warm, — those  who  are  “  neither  cold  nor  hot and  these 
are  they  who  live  according  to  the  doctrine  of  faith  alone, 
and  justification  by  faith  alone.  The  conclusion  of  the  pas¬ 
sage  describes  their  terrilde  condition  in  the  future  life : 

It  is  from  the  Divine  Providence  of  the  Lord  tliat  the  lukewarm  are  few 
indeed,  because  the  fate  of  tlie  hdcewarm  is  not  unlike  the  fate  of  profaners  ; 
and  the  fate  of  profaners  is,  that  after  tlieir  life  in  the  world,  all  that  they 
knew  in  the  world  is  taken  from  them,  and  then  they  are  left  to  the  thought 
and  to  the  love  of  their  own  spirit.  And  when  the  thought  which  they  had 
from  the  Word  is  taken  away,  they  become  the  most  stupid  of  all ;  thei/  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  light  of  heaven  like  burnt  SKELETONS,  covered  with  some  skin. 
~A.  E.  233. 

Sucli  is  the  fate  in  the  future  life  of  those  who  live  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  doctrine  of  faith  alone ;  and  it  is  of  the  Divine 
mercy  of  the  Loed,  that  only  a  few  fall  into  this  direful  hell. 
But  although  it  is  said,  “  all  who  are  saved  are  held  in  the 
idea  that  the  doctrine  of  faith  alone,  and  justification  by  it, 
means  that  they  must  live  according  to  the  commandments,” 
still  it  is  not  said,  nor  implied,  that  all  who  are  held  in  this 
idea  are  saved.  Millions  may  be  held  in  this  idea,  who, 
nevertheless  do  not  live  according  to  the  commandments, 
and  who,  consequently,  are  not  saved.  But,  by  having  this 
idea,  instead  of  the  idea  of  their  preachers,  they  are  kept 
from  profanation  which  would  sink  them  into  a  hell  worse 
than  the  common  hells.  The  passage  in  question  does  in¬ 
deed  say :  “  Few  live  according  to  their  preachers’  idea  of 
faith  alone  f  but  it  does  not  say,  that  all  the  rest  keep  the 
commandments  and  are  saved  !  This  would  be  flatly  to  con¬ 
tradict  every  prediction  of  the  Word,  and  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  Writings  on  this  subject. 

There  are  two  classes,  as  Ave  have  seen,  Avhich  comprise 
all  Avho  are  of  that  Church.  One  class  consists  of  those,  and 
only  those,  who  learn  the  real  mysteries  of  faith  alone,  and 
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of  justification  and  salvation  liy  it,  as  distinguished  from  tlie 
'uha  of  salvation  by  a  life  aevordiny  to  the  covvmandments  ; 
and  who,  not  only  learn  and  know  these  mysteries,  hut  also 
actually  live  from  them,  and  according  to  them.  This  class, 
liy  the  merciful  over-ruling  of  the  Divine  Providence,  is, 
relatively  very  small.  A  vast  and  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  laymen  are  kept  from  it.  Neither  do  all  the  clergy 
belong  to  it. 

The  other  class  embraces  all,  except  those  who  are  neither 
cold,  nor  hot.  But  of  this  large  class,  comprising  nearly  all 
adults  in  Protestant  communities,  some  are  evil  and  will  he 
lost;  A\diile  others  are  good  and  will  be  saA^ed.  But  as  to 
the  relative  proportion  of  the  evil  and  of  the  good  in  this 
class,  the  passage  in  the  Apocalypse  E.vp)lained  (233)  is 
altogether  silent. 

O 

The  considerations  above  offered  Avill  also  sufficiently  ex¬ 
plain  to  the  tlioughtful  reader,  the  statements  in  the  Divine 
Providence  258.  The  reader  is  also  referred  to  D.  P.  257, 
A.  a  10,040,  Doctrine  of  Life  C.4,  and  A.  D.  6059. 

The  Doctrines  sIioaa"  the  providential  guards  against  lulce- 
u'armness,  and  the  consequent  profanation.  And,  this  is 
paralleled,  by  the  change  of  thought,  both  among  Catho¬ 
lics  and  Protestants,  effected  l)y  the  DiAune  Providence, 
AA-hen  they  are  at  the  Holy  Supper.  For  then,  their  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  material  flesh  and  blood:  of  the  Loed,  is  shut 
out  from  their  thought,  lest  they  should  more  deeply  profane. 
But,  it  does  not  folloAV  from  this,  that  they  are  yood,  and 
consequently  saved ;  bnt  only,  that  so  far  as  may  be,  they 
are  kept  from  that  profanation. 

Thus  far  this  notice  of  the  passages  so  often  misunder¬ 
stood,  and  the  vicAA’S  of  those  AAdio  hold  that  the  Spirit  of  the 
NeAA'  Church,  and  eA^en  the  Heavenly  Doctrines  are  becom¬ 
ing  infused  into  the  Churches  of  Christendom,  transforming 
the  men  of  these  Churches  into  genuine  Ncav  Churchmen. 


STATE  OF  TEE  CHRISTIAN  WORLD. 


95 


IV. 


THE  STATE  OP  THE  CHRISTIAN  "WORLD. 

HE  State  of  tlie  Christian  World  since  the  Last  Jiidg- 


-J-  ment  is  the  state  of  a  vastated  and  consummated 
Church  :  that  is,  of  the  Churcli  at  its  end,  and  after  its  end. 
The  Church  although  vastated  and  spiritually  dead,  still 
continues,  in  external  form,  and  in  worship. 

As  we  have  seen,  in  the  first  number  of  onr  Serial,  the 
End  of  the  Church  was  foretold  by  the  Lord,  in  the  Gos¬ 
pels  and  in  the  Apocalypse.  It  is  written  : 

And  Jesus  departing  went  out  from  the  temple  :  and  His  disciples  came 
to  Him  to  show  Him  the  buildings  of  the  temple.  But  Jesus  said  to  them  ; 
See  ye  not  all  these  things?  Verily  I  say  unto  you  :  There  shall  not  be  left 
here  a  stone  upon  a  stone  which  shall  not  be  thrown  down. 

And  His  disciples  came  unto  Him,  saying :  \Yhat  shall  be  the  sign  of 
Thy  Coming  and  of  the  Consummation  of  the  Age  ? — Matt.  xxiv.  1—3. 

Seal  not  the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  Book ;  for  the  time  is  near. 
And,  behold,  I  come  quickly  ;  and  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  render  to  every 
one  as  his  work  shall  be.  He  that  testifieth  these  things  saith  :  Surely,  I 
come  quickly ;  Amen.  Even  so,  come.  Lord  Jesus. — Rev.  xxii.  10,  12,  20. 

The  Writings  show  that  the  First  Christian  Church  came 
to  an  end  and  was  consummated  more  than  a  centurv  ao'O : 
this  is  admitted  by  all  Vew  Churchmen.  AVhat  then  is 
involved  in  the  consummation  and  end  of  the  Church  ? 
AVhat  is  the  prevailing  state  of  Christian  nations  ?  AA'hat, 
in  general,  will  their  state  continue  to  be?  and  AA^hat  are 
the  exceptions  to  the  general  state?  AA'lience  will  the  New 
Church  in  Christian  lands  derive  its  numerical  increase  ? 

Concerning  the  Consummation  of  the  Age,  or  End  of  the 
Church,  we  read : 

The  State  of  the  Church  in  general  is  this :  In  process  of  time,  it  departs 
from  the  true  faith,  till  it  ends,  at  length,  in  no  faith.  When  there  is  no 
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faitli,  it  is  said  to  be  vastated.  This  was  the  case  with  tlie  Most  Ancient 
Church,  among  those  wlio  were  called  Cainites :  so  likewise  it  was  with  the 
Ancient  Church,  which  was  after  the  flood:  so  likewise  it  was  with  the 
Jewish  Church,  which  was  so  vastated,  at  the  time  of  the  Coining  of  the 
Loud,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the  Lord,  that  He  was  about  to  come  to 
save  them  ;  much  less,  did  they  know  anything  of  faith  in  Him  :  so  likewise 
it  was  with  the  Fi-imitive  Church,  which  was  after  the  Coming  of  the  Lord, 
which,  at  this  day,  is  so  vastated  that  there  is  not  any  faith  in  it.  Never¬ 
theless,  there  always  remains  some  nucleus  of  the  Church,  which  those,  who 
are  vastated  as  to  faith,  do  not  acknowledge;  even  as  a  residuum  remained 
from  the  Most  Ancient  Church  until  the  flood,  and  was  continued  after  the 
flood,  which  residuum  was  called  Noah. — A.  C.  407. 

The  consummation  of  the  Church  comes  to  pass  when  no  Divine  Truth 
remains,  except  what  is  flilsified  or  rejected  :  and  when  there  is  no  genuine 
truth,  there  can  be  no  genuine  good,  because  all  the  rpiality  of  good  is  formed 
by  truths.  For  good  is  the  essence  of  truth,  and  truth  is  the  fonn  of  good  ; 
and  witliout  a  form  there  is  no  quality.  Hood  and  truth  can  no  more  be 
separated,  than  the  will  and  the  understanding.  Whei’efore,  when  the  truth 
in  the  Church  is  consummated,  then,  also,  its  good  is  consummated.  When 
this  comes  to  pass,  then,  the  Church  is  at  an  end,  that  is,  there  is  the  con¬ 
summation  of  it. —  T.  C.  11.  753. 

For  when  men  are  in  the  false  and  the  evil,  they  no  longer  know  what  is 
true  and  what  is  good  ;  they  then  believe  the  false  to  be  true,  and  the  evil 
to  be  good,  and  vice  vers<x.  When  the  Church  is  in  this  state,  then  will  the 
end  come. — -A.  C-  3488. 

When  therefore  ye  shall  see  the  ahomination  of  desolation :  signifies  the 
vastatlon  of  the  Church  which  then  takes  place,  when  the  Lord  is  no  longer 
acknowledged,  consequently  where  there  is  no  love  and  no  faith  in  Him ; 
also  where  there  is  no  longer  any  charity  toward  the  neighbor,  and  conse¬ 
quently  when  there  is  no  faith  of  good  and  truth.  When  this  is  the  case  in 
the  Church,  or  rather  in  the  region  where  the  Word  is,  that  is,  when  men 
are  such  in  the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  although  not  such  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  mouth,  then  there  is  desolation,  and  the  things  mentioned  are  its  abomi¬ 
nation. — A.  C-  3552. 

The  consummation  of  the  Church  is  when  there  i.s  no  more  charity  in  it) 
and  thence  faith.  ...  In  this  Church  which  is  called  Christian,  there  is 
scarcely  anything  of  charity  and  thence  of  faith  remaining,  thus  the  Consum¬ 
mation  of  its  Age  is  now  at  hand. — A.  C.  4535. 
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In  many  places  in  the  Word,  the  Consummation  of  the  Age  is  spoken  of, 
and  by  it,  in  the  general  sense,  is  meant  the  End  of  the  Church,  when  there 
is  no  longer  either  charity  or  faith ;  because  the  Church  then  turns  itself 
altogether  away  from  the  Lord,  and  is  no  longer  in  any  good,  but  in  evil. 
—A.  C.  10,622. 

Those  who  would  more  fully  consider  the  Consummation 
of  the  Age  are  referred  to  A.  C.  1857,  4738,  9141 :  H.  li. 
551-556,  576-581 :  A.  E.  658,  691:  X.  J.  34-39 :  T.  C.  R. 
.378,  658,  758 :  Coronis  of  T.  C.  R.  5,  7,  8,  9,  22,  32,  33, 
57  :  Continuation  of  the  Coronis  LVII. 

When  the  Church  comes  into  this  state,  then  follows  the 
Judgment;  and  after  that  the  New  Church,  in  which  the 
Loed  is  acknowledged  and  loved,  and  with  which  He  is 
conjoined.  We  shall  now  briefly  consider 


V. 
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The  principal  causes  of  the  Consummation  and  End  of 
the  Church,  are  the  two  evil  loves :  The  love  of  self  and 
the  love  of  the  world.  This  will  appear  from  the  following : 

The  Church  is  consummated  by  various  things,  especially  by  such  as  make 
the  false  appear  as  the  truth  ;  and  when  the  false  appears  true,  then  the  good 
which  in  itself  is  good,  and  is  called  spiritual  good,  no  longer  exists.  The 
good  which  is  then  believed  to  be  good  is  merely  the  natural  good  which  a 
moral  life  produces.  Truth,  and  together  with  it,  good  are  consummated, 
principally  because  of  the  two  natural  loves,  which  are  called  the  love  of  self, 
and  the  love  of  the  world,  and  these  are  diametrically  opposite  to  the  two 
spiritual  loves.  The  love  of  self,  when  it  rules,  is  opposed  to  the  love  toward 
God  ;  and  the  love  of  the  world,  when  it  rules,  is  opposed  to  the  love  toward 
the  neighbor.  The  love  of  self  is  to  wish  well  to  one’s  self  alone,  and  to  no 
other  except  for  the  sake  of  self ;  so  likewise,  the  love  of  the  world  ;  and 
these  loves  when  they  corrode,  spread  themselves,  like  a  mortification  through 
the  body,  and  successively  consume  the  whole  of  it. —  T.  C.  R.  754. 
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The  sul)ject  is  further  elucidated  in  the  Arcana  Coelestia 
2910,  from  wliich  we  collate  the  following : 

The  Church  is  at  an  end,  when  there  is  no  longer  any 
charity.  This  sul)ject  is  frequently  treated  of  in  the  Word, 
esj'.ecially  by  the  Prophets,  and  hy  John  in  the  Revelation. 
The  Loed,  also  describes  the  End  of  the  Church  in  many 
passages  in  the  Evangelists,  and  ealls  it,  the  Consummation 
of  the  Age,  and  also,  Night.  For  it  is  so  with  the  churches  : 
In  the  beginning  cliarity  is  fundamental ;  each  one  loves 
another  as  a  brother,  and  is  affected  by  good  not  toward 
self,  hut  toward  his  neighbor,  for  the  general  good,  for  the 
kingdom  of  the  Loed,  and  above  all,  for  the  Lorm  Eiimself. 
But,  in  time,  charity  gradually  grows  cold,  and  becomes  ex¬ 
tinct.  Afterward,  arises  hatred  of  one  toward  another.  And 
thougli  this  hatred,  because  of  the  restraints  from  civil  laws, 
the  hope  of  gain,  and  reputation,  does  not  appear  in  externals, 
yet,  under  these,  it  conceals  itself,  and  is  of  such  a  nature 
that  it  wishes  to  rule  over  all,  and  gain  the  goods  of  all. 
Wiien  these  loves  are  opposed,  those  who  are  in  them  despise 
their  neighbors  and  breathe  revenge,  and  feel  delight  in  the 
ruin  of  others ;  yea,  they  are  cruel  toward  them  so  far  as 
they  dare. 

Such  is  the  result  of  the  loss  of  charity  in  the  Church, 
when  the  Church  is  at  an  end.  In  such  case  there  is  no 
faith,  for  when  charity  is  extinct,  there  is  no  faith. 

The  first  Christian  Church  called  the  Church  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  was  at  first  an  internal  Church  (compared  with  the 
Jewish)  inasmuch  as  internal  truths  were  revealed  to  them 
from  the  Loed  :  but  this  Church  is  now  at  its  end,  because 
there  is  no  charity,  and  not  only  so,  but  even  hatred  instead, 
which,  although  not  apparent  externally,  still  reigns  inwardly, 
and  breaks  out  when  possibility  allows,  that  is,  when  external 
bonds  do  not  prevent.  {See  A.  C.  2910.) 
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WONDERFUL  indeed  will  be  the  disclosures  of  char¬ 
acter  in  the  future  life !  and,  wise  indeed  are  those, 
who,  in  the  present  life,  seek  the  Lord  with  all  the  heart, 
and  walk  in  the  Light  that  He  has  revealed  for  their  guid¬ 
ance!  From  the  Writings  of  the  New  Church  we  learn 
the  state  of  Christendom,  as  unfolded  in  the  world  to  come. 
The  following  is  from  the  Arcana  Cwlestia : 

Those  who  came  into  tlie  other  life  from  the  Christian  World,  are  the 
worst  of  all :  hating  the  neighbor,  hating  the  faith,  and  denjdng  the  Lord; 
for,  in  the  other  life,  hearts  speak,  and  not  mouths.  Besides,  more  than  the 
rest,  they  are  given  to  adultery. — Preface  to  A.  C.  1886. 

None  can  deny  the  enormities  committed,  in  this  life,  by 
those  living  in  Christian  lands.  But  these  evils  are  often 
supposed  to  be  chargeable  only  to  those  who  are  nominally 
out  of  the  churches,  and  not  to  those  who  are  nominally  in 
the  churches,  and  of  them.  But  from  the  revelations  of 
the  inner  life,  made  in  the  Writings,  Ave  learn  that  the 
churches  are  also  invoLed  in  the  general  Avickedness  of 
Christendom. 

We  quote  again  from  the  At'cana  Coelestia: 

It  does  not  appear  to  those  in  the  Church,  that  the  Church  is  such  : 
Namely,  that  they  contemn  all  things  which  are  of  good  and  truth,  and  that 
they  are  averse  to  them,  and  bear  enmities  against  them,  and  especially 
ag-ainst  the  Lord  Himself:  for  they  frequent  temples,  they  hear  preachings, 
they  are  in  something  of  holiness  while  there ;  they  go  to  the  Sacred  Supper, 
and  occasionally  converse  becomingly  among  themselves  about  these  things. 
The  had  do  this,  as  well  as  the  ^ood.  They  also  live  among  themselves  in 
civil  charity  or  friendship ;  hence  it  is  that  in  the  sight  of  men  no  contemj't 
is  visible,  much  less  aversion,  and  least  of  all,  enmity  against  the  goods  and 
truths  of  faith,  nor  thus  against  the  Lord.  But  these  things  are  only  ex- 
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ternal  forms  by  whicli  one  seduces  another ;  wliercas  the  internal  forms  of 
the  men  of  the  Church  are  altogether  irnlike  their  external  forms,  aaid  even 
altogether  contrary  to  them.  The  internal  forms  are  here  described,  and 
such  they  are. 

Their  quality  appears  to  the  life  in  the  heavens ;  for  the  angels  attend 
onl}’  to  things  internal,  that  is,  to  ends  or  intentions,  and  to  volitions  and 
thoughts  thence.  How  far  these  differ  from  what  is  external,  may  be  man¬ 
ifest  from  those  who  come  from  the  Christian  World  into  the  other  life. 
For  in  the  other  life  are  tlie  internals  alone  according  to  which  those  there 
think  and  speak :  for  the  externals  are  left  with  the  body.  There  it  is  man¬ 
ifest  that  although  they  ajtpcared  so  jteaceable  in  the  world,  they,  neverthe¬ 
less,  held  one  another  in  hatred,  and  held  all  things  which  are  of  faith  in 
hatred,  and,  especially,  the  Lord  ;  for  when  the  Lord  is  only  named  before 
tljcm  in  the  other  life,  a  sphere  not  only  of  contempt,  but  also  of  aversion 
and  enmity,  manifestly  exhales  from  them,  and  is  diffused,  even  from  those 
who  in  appearance  spoke  piously  of  Him,  as  also  those  wdio  had  pireached. 
So  likewise  when  charity  and  faith  are  named.  Such  are  they  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  form,  which  is  manifested  there,  that  if,  while  they  lived  in  the  world, 
external  restraints  had  been  removed,  that  is,  had  they  not  then  feared  for 
life,  and  feared  the  laws,  and  especially  had  they  not  feared  for  reputation 
with  a  view  to  the  honors  which  they  sought  and  affected,  and  to  the  wealth 
which  they  coveted  and  de.sired,  they  would  have  rushed  one  upon  another, 
from  intestine  hatred  according  to  efforts  and  thoughts,  and,  without  any 
conscience,  would  have  seized  the  goods  of  others,  and,  also,  witliout  con¬ 
science,  would  have  murdered,  most  especially  the  innocent.  Such  are 
Christians  at  this  day  as  to  their  interiors,  except  a  few  whom  they  do  not 
know:  whence  it  may  be  evident  what  is  the  equality  of  the  Church.’’ — A. 
a  3489. 

Tlie  Spiritual  Diary  has  a  remarkable  article  “  concern¬ 
ing  the  Loed,  that  lie  is  almost  rejected  in  the  Christian 
'World,”  where  it  is  written  : 

I  heard  spirits  making  tumults,  in  which  were  those  who,  in  the  world 
had  frequented  Temples,  and  had  licaj-d  preachings  every  Sabbath,  so  that 
1  could  scarcely  believe  that  such  things  could  be.  I  inquired  what  the 
tumult  was,  and  I  perceived  that  with  fury  they  were  inquiring  where  the 
Lord  was  :  and  wherever  it  was  thought  He  was  thither  they  rushed.  And 
any  spirit  whom  they  believed  to  be  the  Lord,  they  dragged  out  thence, 
endeavoring  to  handle  him  miserably,  and  wishing  with  all  their  might  to 
murder  him.  This  they  did  with  fury,  and  for  a  long  time.  Afterward 
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they  inquired  where  any  one  was  who  acknowledged  the  Loud,  and  who 
said  that  ho  did  so,  him  they  wished  to  murder.  So  they  went  on  from  one 
place  to  another.  Thus  it  was  proved  that  the  Christians  at  this  day  are 
worse  than  the  Jews  were. — S.  D.  5978. 

This  passage  is  remarkable  for  several  reasons : 

First :  It  forcibly  describes  the  mortal  contempt  that 
burns  in  the  heart  of  the  so-called  Christian  World  toward 
the  Loed  Himself  in  whom  true  Christianity  originated, 
and  from  whom  it  has  its  very  name.  The  same  vengeful 
animus  is  indeed  described  in  the  passage  quoted  above 
from  the  Arcana  (A.  C.  3489),  but  without  a  narration  of 
such  malignant  atrocities. 

CJ 


Second :  It  shows  that  this  contempt  of  the  Loed,  although 
variously  covered  and  concealed  in  the  world,  yet  breaks 
out  fiercely  after  death,  Avhen  the  externals  are  removed. 
“  There  is  nothing  covered  that  shall  not  be  revealed,  neither 
hid  that  shall  not  be  known.”  Luke  xii.  2. 

Third:  It  jmoves  that  the  Christians  reject  the  Loed, 
with  even  greater  hitterness  than  the  Jews. 


YU. 


CONTRAST  OF  THE  CHRISTIANS  WITH  THE  GENTILES. 


iHESE  disclosures  concerning  the  interior  life  of  the 


A-  men  of  Christendom,  lead  us  to  contrast  the  Christians 
with  the  Gentiles  outside  of  the  Church.  The  Writino-s 

o 

reveal  the  amazing  fact  that  the  Gentiles,  in  the  future  life, 
more  readily  than  the  Christians,  come  into  the  true  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  only  God  of 
the  Universe. 

In  the  work  on  the  Divine  Providence  it  is  written : 

Those  who  are  outside  of  the  Church,  more  than  the  Christians,  have 
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an  idea  of  God  as  Man :  and  those  who  have  the  idea  of  God  as  Man,  and 
live  well,  are  accepted  by  the  Lord.  They  also  acknowledge  God  to  be  One 
in  Person  and  in  Essence ;  but  not  so  do  the  Christians.  They  also  think 
concerning  God  in  their  life,  for  they  make  evils  sins  against  God,  and  those 
who  do  this  think  of  God  in  their  life.  Christians  indeed  have  from  the 
Word  the  jirecepts  of  religion,  but  few  draw  thence  any  precept  of  life.  .  .  . 
There  are  few  indeed  in  the  Christian  world,  who  place  religion  in  the  life.” 
D.  r.  330. 

Bearing  upon  the  contrast  of  the  Christians  with  the 
Gentiles,  we  have  the  following  in  the  Arcana  Coelcstia : 

The  Lord  says  of  the  widow  of  Sarepta :  “  That  no  prophet  is  accepted 
in  his  own  country.”  (Luke  iv.  25.)  This  siguities  that  the  Lord,  and 
the  Divine  Truth  which  is  from  Him,  is  less  received  and  loved  in  heart, 
within  the  Church  than  otit  of  it.  He  spake  to  the  Jews  with  whom  the 
Church  was  at  that  time  :  that  the  Lord  was  less  received  there  than 
among  the  nations  who  were  out  of  the  Church,  is  known.  It  is  similar  in 
the  Church  at  this  day  which  from  Him  is  called  Christian :  in  this,  indeed 
the  Lord  is  received  in  doctrine,  but  still  by  few  with  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  heart,  and  by  still  fewer  from  the  affection  of  love. — A.  C.  9198. 

There  were  spirits  present  from  the  Christian  World,  and  they  were  re¬ 
mitted  into  that  state  in  which  they  were  in  the  world.  In  this  state  they 
were  not  only  affected  with  sadness  at  the  thought  of  spiritual  good  and 
truth,  but  were  also  seized  with  such  loathing  arising  from  aversion,  that 
they  said  they  had  a  feeling  in  themselves,  like  that  which  in  the  world 
excites  vomiting.  But  it  was  given  me  to  tell  them,  that  it  comes  from  this, 
that  tlieir  affections  were  only  interrestrial,  corporeal  and  worldly  things. 
For  when  man  is  in  these  alone  he  must  needs  nunceate  the  things  which 
are  of  heaven.  They  also  had  frequented  temples  where  the  Word  was 
preached,  not  from  any  desire  of  knowing  the  things  which  are  in  heaven, 
but  from  another  cupidity  imbibed  from  the  time  of  infancy.  Hence  was 
shown  me  the  quality  of  the  Christian  world  at  this  day. — A.  C.  5006. 

Ill  the  Apocalypse  Explained  we  liave  the  following : 

Religion  with  man  consists  in  a  life  according  to  the  Divine  precepts 
wliich  are  summarily  contained  in  the  Decalogue.  With  him  who  does  not 
live  according  to  these  precepts  there  cannot  be  any  religion,  because  he  does 
tiot  fear  God,  still  less  does  he  love  Him ;  nor  does  he  fear  man,  still  less  does 
he  love  him.  Can  he  who  steals,  commits  adultery,  kills,  bears  false  witness, 
fear  either  God  or  man  ? 
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.  .  .  Most  nations  know  these  precepts,  and  also  make  them  part  of 
their  religion,  and  live  according  to  them  because  God  so  wills  and  com¬ 
mands.  By  this  they  have  communication  with  heaven  and  conjunction 
with  God,  wherefore  also  they  are  saved.  But  most  in  the  Christian  World 
at  this  day,  do  not  make  them  part  of  their  religion,  but  of  their  civil  and 
moral  life.  They  do  not  indeed,  in  the  external  form,  so  as  to  appear,  act 
fraudulently,  gain  unlawfully,  commit  adulteries,  manifestly  persecute  others 
from  deadly  hatred  and  revenge,  nor  bear  false  witness.  But  they  do  not 
refrain  from  these  things  because  they  are  sins,  and  against  God  ;  but  because 
they  are  afraid  for  their  life,  for  their  fame,  for  their  function,  for  their  busi¬ 
ness,  for  their  possession,  for  their  honor  and  gain,  and  for  their  pleasure. 
Wherefore  if  these  bonds  did  not  restrain  them,  they  would  do  these  things. 
Such  therefore  inasmuch  as  they  have  formed  for  themselves  no  communi¬ 
cation  with  heaven,  or  conjunction  with  the  Lord,  but  only  with  the  world 
and  with  themselves,  cannot  be  saved. — ^4.  E.  948. 


yiii. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NEW  CHURCH  IN  THE  FUTURE. 

IN  the  future  as  in  the  past  there  will  be  few  in  the  vas- 
tated  Church  who  will  be  in  the  life  of  good.  Scattered 
throughout  Christendom,  and  known  only  to  the  Lord, 
these  few  are  the  good  ground  which  receives  the  seed  of 
truth  now  sown  by  the  Lord  at  His  Second  Coining.  Only 
among  such  has  the  New  Church  hitherto  existed  in  Chris¬ 
tian  lands,  and  from  such  alone  can  it  hereafter  increase. 
The  New  Church  has  already  commenced  in  Gentile  lands, 
and  in  all  coming  time,  there,  mostly  will  it  flourish.  And 
the  Church  is  thus  transferred  for  no  other  reason  than 
simply  because  the  Christians  will  not  receive  its  Heavenly 
Doctrines.  “  The  Light  has  come  into  the  world,  and  men 
love  the  darkness  rather  than  the  Light,  because  their  deeds 
are  evil.” — John  iii.  19.  Thus  it  was  at  the  Lord’s  First 
Advent,  and  so  it  is  at  His  Second  Advent. 

Among  the  men  of  every  Church  when  consummated 
there  were  but  few  in  the  life  of  good,  as  heretofore  shown ; 
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SO  likewise  it  ^Yas  with  the  iioderity  of  these  churches.  The 
A^^ritiiigs  say ; 


The  Church  decreases  till  there  remains  nothing  of  the  good  and  truth  of 
taitli,  and  then  the  Church  is  called  in  the  Word  vastated.  But  still  remains 
are  always  preserved,  or  some  with  whom  the  good  and  truth  of  faith  remains, 
although  they  are  few. — A.  C.  530. 


When  such  vastation  occurs  tlie  Church  is  transferred  to 
the  Gentiles  who  are  ignorant  of  the  truths  of  revelation,  as 
we  read:  “Tlie  Church  rarely  if  ever  remains  with  those  who, 
when  vastated,  have  truths  with  themselves,  hut  it  is  trans¬ 
ferred  to  those  who  do  not  at  all  know  them.”  [A.  C.  409.) 
That  is,  the  Chnrch  remains  and  is  rel^uilt  with  only  a  few 
of  the  former  Chnrch,  but  is  mostly  established,  and  there¬ 
after  exists,  with  the  Gentiles.  So  it  has  been  with  every 
fallen  Chnrch :  nor  does  it  appear  that  their  posterity  has 
in  any  instance  recovered,  nor  that  the  relative  number  of 
the  o'ood  amoiie;  them  ever  increased. 

This  subject  will  receive  further  illustration  from  a  knoAvl- 
edge  of  the  nature  and  progress  of  vastation,  in  the  declining 
churches.  The  two  kinds  of  vastation  are  described  in  the 
Writings  as  folloAVS : 

The  first  is  of  those  who  know,  and  do  not  wish  to  know,  or  who  see,  and 
do  not  wish  to  see;  as  it  was  with  the  Jews;  and  as  it  is  with  the  Christians 
at  this  day.  The  second  is  of  those  who,  because  they  are  ignorant,  neither 
know  nor  see :  they  are  such  as  the  Gentiles  have  been,  and  also  as  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  are  at  this  day.  When  the  last  time  of  vastation  comes  with  those  who 
know  and  do  not  wish  to  know,  or  who  see  and  do  not  wish  to  see,  then  the 
Church  arises  anew,  not  with  these,  but  with  those  who  are  called  Gentiles. 
So  it  was  done  with  the  Most  Ancient  Church  which  was  before  the  flood : 
so  with  the  Ancient  Church  which  was  after  the  flood :  so  with  the  Jewish 
Church.  New  Light  then  first  shines  forth  because,  as  has  been  said,  they 
can  no  longer  profane  those  things  which  are  revealed,  for  they  do  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  believe  that  they  are  true. — A.  C,  410. 
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IX. 


WHY  THESE  REVELATIOXS  WERE  NOT  MADE  SOONER. 

E  now  pass  to  some  j)ai’ticulars  concerning  the  First 


’  y  Christian  Church,  w’hich  will  show  why  the  Doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Xew  Church  were  not  sooner  revealed,  and 
that  but  few  of  the  Christian  Church  will  receive  the  Lord 
in  His  Second  Coming.  The  Xew  Church  was  not  sooner 
revealed  because  while  the  former  Church  Avas  in  its  decline, 
and  not  wholly  A^astated  many  might  receive  the  truth,  but 
could  not  be  kept  in  it,  and  AA’Ould  thus  profane  it :  A\diich 
would  render  their  state  Averse  than  if  they  had  not  acknoAAd- 
edged  it.  So  the  Lord,  in  mercy,  delayed  His  Coming  till 
all,  except  a  few  good,  became  such  that  they  AAmuld  not  at 
all  receive  Him.  In  the  Arcana  it  is  written  : 

The  Doctrines  of  the  New  Church  are  now  revealed,  since  at  this  day 
there  is  scarcely  any  faith  because  no  charity,  for  it  is  the  Consummation  of 
the  Age,  and  when  this  occurs,  the  hidden  truths  of  the  Word  may  be  dis¬ 
closed  without  danger  of  profanation,  because  they  are  not  interiorly  acknowl¬ 
edged. — A.  C.  3398. 

The  interiors  of  the  Word  are  now  opened,  because  the  Church  is  so  des¬ 
titute  of  faith  or  love,  that,  though  men  may  know  and  understand,  yet  they 
do  not  acknowledge,  still  less  believe,  except  a  few  who  are  in  the  life  of 
good,  and  are  called  the  elect  who  may  now  be  instructed,  and  among  whom 
the  New  Church  is  to  be  established :  but  where  these  are  the  Lord  alone 
knows  :  there  will  be  few  within  the  Church. 

The  New  Churches  established  in  former  times,  were  established  among 
the  Gentiles. — A.  C.  3898. 

That  it  Avill  be  the  same  with  this  Church,  Avhich  is 
called  the  Xew  Jerusalem,  is  here  implied,  and  is  abun¬ 
dantly  affirmed  in  other  passages  already  quoted. 

From  Avhat  precedes  we  haA^e  these  FXe  Principles : 

First:  The  doctrines  of  a  Xoav  Church  are  never  revealed 
until  the  men  of  the  former  Church  reach  a  state  in  which 
they  will  not  acknoAvledge  them. 
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Second:  When  a  former  Cliurcli  is  consummated,  tlie 
Clmrcli  is  transferred  to  the  Gentiles. 

Third :  Only  a  few  of  the  former  Church  then  remain  in 
the  life  of  good. 

Fourth:  The  posterity  of  a  yastated  Church,  by  accumu¬ 
lation  of  hereditary  evil,  becomes  more  confirmed  in  evil 
than  their  ancestry. 

Fifth :  The  men  of  a  vastated  Church  acknowledge  no 
truth  and  good  by  Avhich  they  may  he  regenerated,  and  by 
which  the  increasing  force  of  ancestral  evil  may  be  broken. 

In  the  light  of  these  Principles,  read  the  following  from 
the  Arcana  : 

The  destruction  of  the  First  Christian  Church  was  foretold  by  tlie  Lord 
iu  the  Gospels,  and  by  John  in  the  Apocalypse. 

The  New  or  Second  Christian  Church  will  be  raised  up  in  some  region  of 
the  earth  while  the  present  Church  abides  in  its  worship  as  the  Jews  do  in 
theirs,  in  whose  worship  there  is  nothing  of  charity  and  faith ;  that  is,  nothing 
of  the  Church. — A.  C.  1850. 


X. 


THE  NEW  CIIUIICII  TO  EXIST  CHIEFLY  AMONG  GENTILES. 
HE  facts  and  truths  we  now  adduce  more  fully  disclose 


-F  tlie  fallen  and  comparatively  hopeless  condition  of  the 
Cliristian  World,  and  show,  that  while  there  is  sadness  at 
the  desolation  in  Christendom,  there  is  joy  at  the  prospect 
in  other  lands. 

That  a  remnant  will  exist  in  Christian  lands  from  which 
the  XeAV  Church  will  increase  has  already  been  shown  from 
the  Arcana.  {A.  C.  3898.)  From  this  and  other  passages 
we  also  learn  that  only  a  lesser  part  of  the  entire  Xew 
Church  on  earth  will  exist  among  Christian  nations,  and 
the  larger  part  among  others. 
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Where  the  New  Church  does  now  exist  and  where  it 
will  mostly  flourish,  may  be  further  known  from  the  ex¬ 
tracts  and  references  given  in  the  sequel. 

In  the  Summary  Exposition  of  the  Internal  Sense  of  the 
Prophets  and  Psalms,  Swedenborg  says  : 

The  Lord  is  now  instituting  the  New  Church  called  the  New  Jerusalem 
in  the  Apocalypse,  to  which  the  works,  that  are  at  this  day  published  through 
me,  will  be  serviceable.  The  New  Church  is  also  being  instituted  elsewhere. 

The  original  Latin  of  this  is  as  follows : 

“  Nova  Ecclesia,  quae  Nova  Hierosolyma  in  Apocalypse  vocatur,  nunc  a 
Domino  instituitur,  cui  hmc  quae  hodie  per  me  vulgantur  iusurvitura  sunt ; 
instituitur  et  alibe.” 

The  New  Church  in  Christian  countries  will  continue  to 
be  instructed  bythe  works  of  Swedenborg.  The  Gentiles 
are  to  be  instructed  by  the  Loed  through  other  means,  by 
oral  dictation  of  angels  and  angelic  spirit,  and  through  vari¬ 
ous  Books  suited  to  their  genius,  and  when  so  ordered  in  the 
Divine  Providence,  by  the  Word,  and  the  Writings  of  the 
Church. 

From  the  True  Christian  Religion,  and  other  works,  we 
learn  that  New  Bevelations  are  made  by  the  Loed  through 
heaven,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  of  Africa.  Gen¬ 
tiles  are  distinguished  according  to  their  genius,  and  their 
capacity  of  receiving  light  from  the  Loed  through  heaven. 
Some  are  interior  and  wise,  othei's  are  external  and  simple. 
These  differences  arise  from  climate,  from  ancestry,  from 
education,  and  from  religion. 

The  Gentiles  have  no  false  principles  arrayed  against  the 
truths  of  faith,  much  less,  scandals  against  the  Loed,  as 
the  Christians  have,  who  think  of  Him  only  as  a  common 
man.  And  when  the  Gentiles  hear  that  God  became  Man, 
manifesting  Himself  in  the  world  as  God  with  us,  they 
immediately  acknowledge  this,  and  adore  Him. 
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The  Africans  are  more  interior  than  the  other  Gentiles, 
excelling  them  all  in  clearness  of  perception,  and  judgment. 
And  when  matters  of  the  deepest  wisdom  are  proponnded, 
they  are  greatly  delighted  with  them,  acknowledging  them 
from  innocence  and  humility. 

They  affirm  that  God  must  surely  have  come  down  and 
presented  Himself  in  the  Hnman  Form,  before  the  very 
ej^es  of  men ;  and  this,  because  He  is  their  Creator,  Pro¬ 
tector,  and  Leader,  and  the  Human  race  is  His,  and  He 
loves  them. 

They  insist  that  man  must  live  according  to  religion,  that 
is,  he  must  shun  evils,  outwardly  and  inwardly,  as  sins,  and 
acknoA\dedge  God ;  and  that  otherwise  he  becomes  stupid 
and  Avicked  ;  ingenioiis  Avickedness  they  call  stupidity  ;  and 
they  say  that  unless  a  man  live  according  to  religion,  he 
can  receive  nothing  from  heaven. 

Africans  being  such  in  this  AAaArld,  they  have  at  this  day 
a  llevelation  from  heaven,  beginning  centrally  in  their  con¬ 
tinent,  and  spreading  around,  but  yet  not  to  their  coasts. 
The  Truths  uoav  published  in  the  Doctrines  of  the  NeAV 
Jerusalem  concerning  the  Lord,  the  Word,  and  Life  are 
orally  dictated  to  the  inhabitants  there  by  angelic  spirits. 

The  angels  rejoice  at  this  Ilevelation,  since,  by  it,  a  way  is 
opened  for  them  to  the  human  rational,  hitherto  closed  up 
among  Christians,  by  the  dogma  that  the  intellect  is  to  be 
held  under  the  blind  faith  of  the  ecclesiastics.  See  T.  C.R. 
835-841 ;  L.  J.  74;  Continuation  of  the  L.  J.  73—78;  H. 
11.  318-328 ;  A.  G  2589-2G04. 

Concerning  the  transfer  of  the  Church  from  Christian 
countries,  and  its  inauguration  and  future  existence  in  Gen¬ 
tile  lands,  AA-e  gather  the  folloAving  particulars  from  the 
Spiritual  Diary  : 

After  referring  to  the  vast  multitude  of  atheists  in  the  Church  in  Europe, 
it  was  said,  in  the  spiritual  world,  that  there  was  an  announcement,  that 
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somewhere  among  the  Gentiles,  a  Revelation  from  heaven  had  commenced, 
and  that  spirits  and  angels  speak  with  Gentiles,  and  teach  them  Heavenly 
Doctrine,  by  means  of  which  a  New  Church  from  heaven  is  arising  among 
them. — S.  D.  4770. 

This  occurred  in  Asia,  near  to  Africa.  Then  appeared  from  that  quarter 
many  spirits,  who  spoke  with  the  angels,  and  who  are  instructed  through 
heaven  from  the  Lord  concerning  the  doctrines  of  heaven,  and  then  they 
teach  that  doctrine,  to  the  men  of  their  own  nation. 

Afterward  the  angels  conversed  among  themselves  on  the  subject  of  the 
state  of  the  men  of  the  Church,  that  they  are  of  a  depraved  nature  and 
disposition,  so  that  they  will  have  it,  that  God  is  invisible,  that  He  cannot 
be  apprehended  by  thought,  and  that  no  idea  can  be  formed  of  Him,  and 
that  with  Him  they  cannot  be  conjoined  by  sensual  thoughts  and  affections. 
Such  are  Christians.  Wherefore  they  do  not  acknowledge  the  Lord  for 
God,  because  He  was  a  Man,  and  appeared  in  the  Human  Form. 

To  worship  God  in  the  Human  Form  is  inscribed  (from  heaven)  upon  the 
nature  of  the  nations  out  of  Europe,  and  upon  some  individuals  in  Europe, 
whei’efoi’e  they  wish  to  adore  God  under  some  form.  And  when  these  hear 
that  God  was  seen  by  men  in  the  world,  thus  when  they  hear  concerning  the 
Lord,  they  accede,  believe,  and  accept  the  doctrine,  saying  that  if  He  (the 
Lord)  is  God,  He  ought  to  appear  to  men,  and  under  no  other  form  than 
the  Human.  This  is  grafted  in  their  nature,  because  from  heaven  ;  but  it 
is  eradicated  as  it  were  from  the  hearts  of  Christians,  except  from  the  hearts 
of  some  simple  ones. — S.  D.  4772. 

After  I  passed  through  certain  regions  in  the  spiritual  world  (says  Swe¬ 
denborg),  I  was  conducted  to  a  great  palace  (similar  to  the  palace  in  Stock¬ 
holm),  and  there  into  an  ample  court,  from  one  part  to  the  opposite  part, 
which  is  by  the  sea.  When  at  length  I  came  farther  toward  the  sea,  some 
spirits  there  said  that  a  Revelation  had  been  promised  them,  and  that  they 
had  long  expected  it,  and  that  now  they  could  hardly  wait  for  it  any  longer. 
And  then,  suddenly,  something  luminous  appeared,  whence  they  divined 
that  the  Revelation  was  about  to  come.  And  when  I  drew  near,  I  heard 
them  say  that  they  expected  Revelation  concerning  Christ,  whom  by  name 
they  called  the  Only  Man ;  and  then  an  angel  from  the  Lord  spoke  with 
them,  and  instructed  them  concerning  the  Lord,  saying  that  there  is  one 
God,  and  He  is  the  Lord,  and  that  the  Father  Himself,  the  Creator,  when 
He  appeared  in  the  Human  Form,  was  called,  and  may  be  called  the  Son  of 
God ;  hence  they  may  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  from  eternity,  and  that 
He  is  the  same  with  the  Father,  but  in  Human  Form.  They  said  that  they 
understood  and  perceived  this ;  but  that  He  was  horn  a  Man,  this  they  did 
not  apprehend :  wherefore  they  yet  were  instructed  by  the  angel  how  this 
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was,  and  at  length  they  confessed  that  this  they  also  comprehend,  and  that 
this  was  for  the  sake  of  the  salvation  of  the  human  race.  Afterward  they 
related  that  for  a  long  time  they  had  certain  Revelations  from  heaven,  and 
that  hence  was  their  religion  ;  and  also  that  it  had  been  lyroynised  that  more 
tilings  should  he  revealed  to  them. 

To  the  above  Swedenborg  adds :  It  was  perceived  that  those  on  earth 
with  wdrom  were  communication  and  influx  thence,  were  about  the  region  of 
Africa,  partly  also  in  Asia,  near  to  the  Indian  Sea  (Indian  Ocean),  but  not 
upon  the  shores. — S.  D.  4774. 

I  was  led  from  these  to  the  right,  where  I  also  heard  certain  ones  talking 
and  expecting  Revelations.  With  these  the  angels  converse,  and  instruct 
them  concerning  the  Lord,  and  inform  them  that  they  are  to  receive  the 
entire  doctrine  of  the  Church  from  heaven:  and  also  that  they  are  to  re¬ 
ceive  BOOKS,  BUT  NEW  BOOKS,  FROM  THE  LORD.  I  heard 
them  saying  that  it  could  not  be  otherwise  than  that  God,  the  Creator  of  the 
Universe,  should  appear  in  the  wmrld  before  men,  because  He  created  them 
and  loves  them,  and  there  is  a  life  after  death,  and  thus  He  wills  to  save  them 
to  eternity,  and  that  this  appearance  ought  to  be  made  even  to  the  ocular 
vision  in  Human  Form. 

Then  the  spirits  spoke  among  themselves  concerning  Him,  to  the  effect 
that  those  who  are  in  the  Christian  World  at  this  day  are  altogether  of  an¬ 
other  opinion,  especially  the  learned,  viz.:  That  the  Lord,  because  He  -was 
born  a  Man,  and  appeared  a  IMan,  could  not,  as  to  His  Human,  be  the  God 
of  the  Universe,  much  less  the  Creator  of  all  things.  And  that  this  is  a 
sign  that  their  nature  is  perverted  ;  fur,  with  those  in  whom  is  anything 
sound  in  the  intellectual  part,  and  especially  in  the  will,  it  is  inborn  from 
heaven  to  believe  that  the  God  of  the  Universe  ought  by  all  means  to  appear 
as  a  Man.  And  then  they  spoke  among  themselves,  and  wondered  that  in 
the  region  where  the  Church  is,  few  of  the  learned  are  willing  to  acknowledge 
the  Lord  as  God,  simply  because  He  was  a  Man  ;  and  that  anything  human 
can  be  made  Divine,  they  do  not  at  all  comprehend.  It  was  perceived  that 
those  with  whom  the  above  conversation  w-as  held  concerning  doctrine  from 
beaven,  and  concerning  the  Books,  were  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  former 
and  in  the  entrance  to  Africa. — S.  D.  4775-6. 

Afterward  I  wms  shown  in  an  obscure  vision  the  course  this  Heavenly 
Doctrine  would  take  in  Africa,  viz.,  thence  toward  the  interior  parts  of 
Africa,  but  still  not  to  the  middle,  and  then  turn  toward  those  inhabitants 
in  Africa,  nearer  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  in  that  direction  it  would  pro¬ 
ceed  a  long  way,  yet  not  to  the  shores ;  thence  after  a  time  it  would  turn 
back  through  the  interior  region  toward  Egypt,  and  also  thence  to  some  in 
Asia  under  the  rule  of  the  Turks,  also  in  Asia,  roundabout,  because  I  was 
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afterward  led  to  where  there  were  spirits  from  the  regions  of  the  northern 
part  of  Asia,  and,  it  was  perceived  that  they  were  of  such  a  genius  from 
their  life  in  the  world,  that  they  could  receive  the  Heavenly  Doctrine. — 
S.  D.  4779. 

The  angels  rejoiced  at  this,  because  the  Advent  of  the  Lord  was  now  at 
hand,  and  that  the  Church,  which  is  now  ijerisliing  in  Europe^  may  be  re¬ 
established  in  Africa,  and  that  this  is  done  by  the  Lord  alone  through 
Revelations,  and  not  by  missionaries  from  the  Christians. 

They  were  also  admonished  by  the  angels  not  to  receive  any  doctrine  from 
Christian  missionaries ;  that  they  might  hear  them,  indeed,  but  they  must 
not  believe  them.  On  which  account,  also,  this  Heavenly  Doctrine  is  not 
disclosed  to  those  dwelling  near  the  shores ;  for  thither  come  Christians  who 
introduce  scandals,  for  they,  above  all  others,  believe  nothing,  and  live 
impiously. 

From  these  things  was  manifest  what  is  meant  by  the  Words  of  the  Lord 
concerning  the  Last  Judgment,  that  it  is  called  His  Advent  and  the  Consum¬ 
mation  of  the  Age,  when  the  temple  should  be  destroyed. — Matt.  xxiv.  1-3. 
The  angels  then  spoke  concerning  the  Advent  of  the  Lord  :  that  a  New 
Church  had  been  established  as  often  as  the  Lord  Plimself  had  come  and 
taught,  as  in  the  Most  Ancient  and  Ancient  Churches;  especially  when  the 
Jewish  was  established,  then  the  Lord  appeared  in  a  cloud  to  Moses,  at 
Mount  Sinai,  and  also  through  the  prophets,  through  whom  was  the  AVord 
which  is  from  Him  :  thus  also  now  among  those,  with  whom  the  New- 
Church  is  to  be  established,  whom  the  Lord  Himself  teaches  through 
angels. 

The  Africans,  above  all  others  in  this  earth,  are  receptive  of  Heavenly 
Doctrine,  which  was  made  known  from  spirits  thence,  these  receive  freely 
the  doctrine  concerning  the  Lord  from  angels ;  they  have  it  implanted  in 
them,  above  all  others,  that  God  should  by  all  means  appear  as  a  Man,  and 
that  it  cannot  be  otherwise.  They  are  in  the  faculty  of  receiving,  not  only 
the  truths  of  faith,  but  especially  its  goods,  and  arc  of  a  celestial  genius. — 
S.  D.  4774-9  and  4783. 

In  a  word,  the  Africans  referred  to  live  according  to  their  religion  and  its 
laws,  which  they  love,  and  therefore  they  are  more  interior. — S.  D.  6518, 

6518L 

The  wiser  from  the  Gentiles  of  those  in  Africa  think  in  a  becoming 
manner  of  the  Divine  Humanity  of  the  Lord.  They  are  the  wise  ones. 
And  they  also  have  a  Book  which  is  to  them  The  AVord  ;  but  not  like 
ours.  It  is  written  in  a  similar  manner  by  correspondences,  and  was  written 
by  enlightened  men  ;  they  are  in  Africa. 

It  was  said  to  me  that  among  the  Mahomedans  there  is  a  Book  which  is 
in  their  hands  and  is  common  there,  in  which  there  are  some  pages  which 
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in  tlieir  hands  and  is  common  there,  in  ■which  there  are  some  pages  'which 
are  written  by  correspondences.  From  these  pages  there  shines  a  certain 
light  in  tlie  licavens. — ;S'.  D.  5809. 


The  heading  of  5807  of  tlie  Spiritual  Diary  is 

somewhat  remai'kable  in  its  bearing  on  the  snljject  before 
us  ;  it  is  as  follows  : 

Concerning  the  separation  of  Christians  and  Gentiles :  That  the  Lord 
will  remove  Himself  to  the  Gentiles. 

From  these  various  declarations  in  the  Writings,  we  learn 
that  the  New  Clinrch  is  already  so  thoroughly  founded  by 
the  Loud  among  the  Gentiles,  that  the  angels  rejoice  over 
it,  furnisldng  to  them,  as  it  does,  the  means  of  access  to  the 
human  rational  mind,  and  to  the  angelic  heavens,  their 
requisite  foundation  in  the  hnman  race  ! 

We  are  informed  that  this  NeAv  Glinrch  was  foreseen  and 
provided  for  l)y  the  Loud,  from  the  very  begiiming  of  crea¬ 
tion.  In  the  Coron  is  to  T.  C.  R.  we  read : 

This  New  and  True  Christian  Chnrch  which  the  Lord  is  now  establish¬ 
ing,  will  exist  to  all  eternity,  and  will  be  the  Crown  of  all  the  Churches 
before  it:  and  it  has  been  foreseen  from  the  creation  of  the  world. —  Con- 
timiation  of  the  Coronis  58. 

Donbtless  it  was  mainly  for  this  Church  that  the  earth 
was  created  and  will  be  perpetuated. 

The  earth  has  indeed  but  just  commenced  existence:  for, 
hoAvever  long  it  may  have  hitherto  endured,  this  is  nothing 
in  comparison  Avith  the  endless  future.  For  even  from  the 
letter  of  the  Word,  Ave  learn  that: 

Ilia  dominion  is  the  dominion  of  eternity  which  shall  not  pass  away,  and 
Ilis  kingdom  that  which  shall  not  perish.  And  the  kingdom,  and  domin¬ 
ion,  and  the  majesty  of  the  kingdoms,  under  all  the  heavens  shall  be  given 
to  the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Slost  High,  whose  kingdom  is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  eternity ;  and  all  dominions  shall  worship  Him,  and  obey  Him. — 
Dun.  vii.  27. 
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How  great  are  His  signs !  and  liow  mighty  are  His  wonders !  Ilis 
kingdom  is  a  kingdom  of  eternity  and  His  dominion  is  from  generation  and 
generation.- — Dan.  iv.  3. 

And  He  shall  speak  peace  unto  the  nations :  and  His  dominion  shall  be 
from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. — Zacli.  ix.  10. 

Reverting  now  to  onr  last  extract  from  the  Arcana,  1850, 
and  considering  it  in  the  light  of  the  quotations  set  forth 
just  above,  we  can  have  but  slender  hope  of  an  increasing 
ratio  of  good  men  among  the  posterity  of  the  consummated 
church,  a  people  in  general  so  averted  from  the  Lord  and 
His  kingdom,  that  there  remains  in  them  nothing  of  the 
Church ;  therefore  no  available  means  by  which  the  Lord 
can  restore  them  to  spiritual  life :  not  from  an  unwillingness 
in  the  Lord,  but  from  an  irreclaimable  aversion  in  them. 

“  Behold  the  Lord’s  arm  is  not  shortened  that  He  cannot 
save,  nor  His  ear  heavy  that  He  cannot  hear :  hut  your 
iniquities  have  separated  between  yon  and  your  God,  and 
your  sins  have  hid  His  face  from  you,  that  He  will  not  hear.” 
(Is.  lix.  1,  2.) 

The  wicked  of  the  consummated  Cliurch  being  thus  irre¬ 
claimable,  and  their  posterity  unimprovable,  all  that  the 
Lord  can  do  for  them  is  to  save  them  from  profanation, 
and  render  their  outward  life'  as  orderly  as  possible,  leading 
them,  at  the  same  time,  by  their  self-love,  and  love  of  gain 
to  perform  the  uses  of  life :  while  on  the  other  hand  He 
preserves  the  “  remnant”  among  them  in  a  salvable  state  till 
He  can  reach  them  with  the  light  of  His  Hew  Church,  if 
not  in  this  world,  then  in  the  other,  and  instruct  them,  and 
thus  more  fully  reform  them,  and  afterward  regenerate,  and 
finally  save  them  in  heaven  forever.  So  that  to  the  con¬ 
summated  Church  and  its  posterity,  the  Lord  can  only  say  : 
“  How  oft  would  I  have  gathered  you,  but  ye  would  not !” 

I  While  to  the  “  remnant”  among  them  His  salutary  admo¬ 
nition  is  :  “  Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not 
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partakers  of  her  sins.”  (Eev.  xviii.  4.)  And  His  merciful 
invitation  to  them  is :  “  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come 
unto  me  and  drink.”  (John  vii.  37.)  “  Come  and  gather 

yourselves  together  unto  the  supper  of  the  Great  God” 
which  is  the  “  Marriage  Supper  of  the  Lamb.”  (Rev.  xix. 
9,  17.)  “Behold  I  have  prepared  my  dinner,  my  oxen  and 
fatlings  are  sacriliced,  and  all  things  are  ready :  Come  to 
the  marriage.”  (Matt.  xxii.  4.) 


XI. 


FIVE  SPECIAL  POINTS. 


IIOUGII  involved  in  what  precedes,  these  Five  Points, 


-L  because  of  their  conclusive  force,  are  still  to  he  presented 
separately,  as  follows : 

First :  The  Interiors  of  Christians  are,  as  it  were  inun¬ 
dated  in  a  black  cloud  of  direful  falsities  from  evil,  separat¬ 
ing  them  from  heaven. 

Second :  Christians  abominate  the  genuine  goods  and 
truths  of  the  Church  and  of  the  AVord. 

Third :  In  the  Church  once  perverted,  there  is  a  continued 
growth  of  evils  and  falsities. 

Fourth :  The  evils  of  the  consummated  Church  are  in¬ 
herited  and  confirmed  by  posterity. 

Fifth :  The  disposition  to  acknowledge  God  as  Man  and 
the  Lord  as  God,  is  destroyed  among  Christians,  except 
among  the  few  who  are  in  simple  good. 

AVe  now  proceed  to  consider  these  points. 

1.  Interiors  of  Christians  inundated  in  direful  falsities. 

From  the  Arcana  we  learn  : 

That  all  of  the  Old  Church  excepting  the  “  remnant”  called  the  Elect,  are 
removed  from  heaven  and  in  a  sort  of  immddtion  of  their  interiors,  which 
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rises  even  above  the  head.  Tbougli  invisible  in  the  world,  this  inundation 
appears  in  the  other  life,  like  a  black  cloud  encompassing  Christians  and  sep¬ 
arating  them  from  heaven.  The  cloud  consists  of  (Ptreful  falsities  from  evil. 

Those  who  are  in  these  direful  falsities  cannot  in  the  least  see  what  is  the 
truth  of  faith,  and  still  less  what  is  the  good  of  faith,  for  the  light  of  heaven 
cannot  penetrate  that  black  cloud. — A.  C.  4423. 

Sucli  is  the  state  of  all  in  the  consummated  Church,  ex¬ 
cept  “  the  few,  good,  called  the  elect.”  Hence  no  light  from 
the  Word  as  explained  by  the  Doctrines  of  the  Xew  Church, 
nOr  from  the  Word  unexplained,  can  so  penetrate  that 
Church  as  to  evoke  acknowledgment. 

O 

“  The  light  shiiieth  in  darkness,  but  the  darkness  com- 
prehendeth  it  not.” — John  i.  3. 

2.  Christians  ahominate  the  genuine  goods  and  truths  of  the 

Church. 

We  learn  from  the  Arcana  that  those  who  are  in  inverted 
order,  that  is  in  evil  and  thence  in  falsity,  become  at  length 
so  averse  to  the  genuine  goods  and  truths  of  Heaven  and 
the  Church,  that  they  abominate  them,  and  loathe  them ; 
and  that  this  aversion  and  loathino;  is  aimmented  as  the 
goods  and  truths  of  Heaven  and  of  the  Church  are  more 
and  more  interior. 

Swedenborg  says : 

This  was  said  and  shown  to  me  when  I  wondered  why  the  Christian 
World  does  not  receive  these  interiors  of  the  Word.  There  appeared  spirits 
from  the  Christian  World,  who  being  compelled  to  hear  the  interiors  of  the 
Word,  were  seized  with  such  nausea  that  they  said  they  felt  in  themselves, 
as  it  were,  an  inclination  to  vomit.  And  it  was  said,  that  such  is  the  Chris¬ 
tian  World,  at  this  day,  almost  everywhere. 

They  are  such  because  they  have  no  affection  of  truth  for  the  sake  of 
truth,  and  still  less,  any  affection  of  good  from  good.  That  they  think  and 
speak  anything  from  the  Word,  or  from  their  doctrinal,  is  from  their  habit 
from  infancy  and  established  ritual ;  thus,  it  is  an  external  without  an  in¬ 
ternal. — A.C.  5702. 
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3.  Continued  growth  of  evils  and  falsities  in  the  Church 

once  perverted. 

When  the  men  of  the  Clinrch,  thi-ongh  the  abuse  of  free¬ 
will,  destroy  the  good  and  truth  of  the  Church  given  to 
them,  the  good  and  truth,  though  extinct  as  such,  are  not 
annihilate*!,  but  they  are  changed  into  the  opposite  evil  and 
falsity.  And  when  the  men  of  the  Church  once  }iervert 
its  good  and  truth,  and  come  fully  into  the  opposite  evil  and 
falsity,  these  continue  and  grow  with  their  posterity. 

In  the  Arcana  it  is  written  : 

The  common  principles  of  faith  amt  charity  represented  by  the  sons  of 
Jacob,  become  by  perversion  evils  and  falsities  of  that  y'enaf.s,  -when  once  the 
good  and  truth  of  the  Church  are  extinguished:  and  then  falsities  and  evils 
are  superadded ;  for  falsities  and  evils  grow  continually  in  the  Church  otice 
perverted  and  extinct. — ^4.  C.  4503. 

4.  Evils  of  the  Consuinmated  Church  inherited  Inj  posterity. 

\de  again  quote  from  the  Arcana, : 

The  Churches  decrease  and  destroy  them.selves  for  numerous  reasons:  One 
is  that  parents  accumulate  evils,  and  from  frequent  use,  and  at  length  from 
iiabit,  implant  them  in  their  jiature,  and  so  transcribe  them  hereditarily  into 
their  offsjning.  For  thattvliich  parents  from  actual  life  imbibe  by  frequent 
itse,  becomes  inrooted  in  their  nature,  and  is  transferred  hereditarily  into 
their  offspring,  which,  unless  they  are  reformed  or  regenerated,  is  continued  into 
successive  generations,  and  then  always  increases.  Hence  the  will  becom.es 
more  prone  to  evils  and  falsities.  But  when  the  Church  is  consummated 
and  perishes,  then  the  Lord  always  raises  up  a  new  Church  somewhere,  but 
rarely,  if  ever,  from  the  men  of  the  former  Church,  but  from  the  Gentiles 
who  were  in  ignorance. — A.  C.  2910. 

Guided  l)y  this  general  law  of  the  Divine  Providence,  in 
respect  to  the  succession  of  the  Churches  of  the  past,  we  can 
have  hnt  slender  hope  that  the  hsew  Church  will  be  built 
up  largely  from  the  lineal  posterity  of  the  Consummated 
Church  of  the  Christian  World.  Scattered  abroad  there  is 
“  the  remnant,”  (Is.  i.  8,  9,)  and  these  are  to  be  “  called,  in¬ 
itiated,  and  instructed.” 
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5.  The  disposition  to  achioivledge  God  as  Man,  and  the 
Lord  as  God,  destroyed  among  the  Christians,  except  with 
the  few  who  are  in  simple  good. 


AVe  learn  from  the  Apocalypse  Explained  (1079,)  and 
from  the  AVritings  in  many  other  places,  that  the  idea  of 
God  as  Man,  or  what  is  the  same,  God  in  the  Human  Form, 
is  implanted  hy  the  Lord,  by  influx  from  heaven,  in  every 
nation  upon  earth.  AA'hen  this  idea  is  not  destroyed  in  a 
nation  or  people,  they  have  inwardly  a  disposition  enabling 
them,  when  instructed,  to  acknowledge  the  Lord  as  the  only 
God  of  the  universe,  the  Creator  of  all.  For  this  reason 
the  true  Christian  religion  can  be  established  amono;  the 

o  o 


Gentiles  and  heartily  received  by  them. 

This  disposition  is  engrafted  primarily  upon  the  Spirit¬ 
ual,  or  Internal  mind,  and  flows  thence  into  the  Hatural  or 
External  mind,  in  which  it  operates  while  man  is  in  the 
world,  but  is  obhterated  from  the  natural  or  external  mind, 
when  this  is  brought  under  the  sway  of  the  evils  of  selfish 
and  worldly  love.  These  evils  induce  upon  the  natural 
mind  a  state  of  mverted  order,  and  they  close  the  spiritual 
mind,  and  j)reveut  or  pervert  all  orderly  influx  thence  into 
the  natural  mind.  These  evils  controlling  the  natural  mind 
favor  only  the  fallacies  from  sensual  appearances ;  and 
thought  from  these,  especially  from  the  ideas  of  space,  can 
never  admit  the  Lord  to  be  God,  because  He  was  born,  and 
appeared  a  Man.  And  besides  while  a  man  thinks  only 
from  the  external  senses,  his  idea  of  man  is  simply  the  idea 
of  a  material  organism  limited  and  located  in  natural  space. 
He  cannot  admit  the  thought  of  a  Divine  Human — a  Hu- 


rnanitg  of  essential  love  and  toisdoni,  a  Humanity  anterior 
to  space  and  above  it,  and  yet  present  in  all  space  by  ema¬ 
nation  from  Himself,  which  emanation  is  not  through  space, 
but  in  all  space,  and  is  an  activity  of  the  Divine,  tempering 


118 


STATE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  WORLD. 


the  forces  of  love  and  Avisdoin,  to  the  sulAjects  of  their 
creation. 

Hence,  if  such  a  natural  man  he  an  infidel,  and  free  to 
speak  as  he  thinks,  he  openly  asserts  nature  a  goddess  ;  but 
if  a  churchman,  he  in  heart  still  thinks  the  same,  although 
he  may  not  0})enly  declare  it :  Avhile  other  churchmen,  being 
;ilso  merely  natural  men,  although  equally  far  fi’om  an  ac- 
Icnowledgment  of  the  Loed  as  God  may,  from  the  heat  of 
false  religious  zeal  in  their  externals  and  from  habits  of 
spurious  piety,  be  unconscious  of  their  inward  infidelity. 

Such  doubtless  is  the  source  of  the  almost  universal  non- 
acknoAvledgnient  in  the  Christian  Avorld,  at  this  day,  of  the 
Loed  as  the  One  God,  and  of  the  Divinity  of  His  Hu¬ 
manity. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Writings  set  the  matter 
in  a  clear  liaht : 

O 

The  idea  of  God  as  a  Man  is  engrafted  from  heaven  in  every  nation  on 
the  globe ;  but  what  I  lament,  it  is  destroyed  in  Christendom. — A.  E.  1097  ; 
Athduasian  Creed  6. 

The  idea  of  the  Divine  Human  of  the  Lord  is  altogether  destroyed  in 
the  Christian  Churches ;  especially  with  the  learned  there  ;  only  something 
of  it  remaining  with  the  simple.  So  that  when  they  think  of  the  Lord, 
they  do  not  think  of  Him  as  Divine,  but  as  a  man  like  themselves.  With 
this  idea  of  Divinity  no  one  can  enter  heaven,  but  is  repelled  as  he  first 
touches  the  threshold  of  the  way  leading  thither. — A.  E.  808. 

The  idea  of  the  Divine  Humanity  of  God,  is  in  every  earth  in  the  Uni¬ 
verse,  •  and  also  among  the  Gentiles  on  our  earth,  especially  among  the 
Africans ;  but  this  idea  is  destroyed  among  the  Christians,  especially  among 
the  intelligent. — De  Domino  p.  47. 

Christians  are  interiorly  so  depraved  in  disposition  and  nature,  that  they 
will  have  it  that  God  is  invisible !  Wherefore  they  do  not  inwardly 
acknowdedge  the  Lord  as  God,  because  He  was  a  Man.  But  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  God  under  the  Human  Form  is  engrafted  from  heaven  in  the  nature 
of  the  nations  out  of  Europe,  also  upon  some  in  Europe. — S.  D.  4772. 

Ill  the  Index  of  the  Spiritual  Diary  under  the  word 
Dominus  (the  Loed),  referring  to  numbers  4775,  4779, 
we  have  the  folloAvino- ; 
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That  God  is  iu  the  Human  Form,  is  inborn  with  every  one  throughout  the 
whole  world ;  but  this  which  was  engrafted  is  extirpated  iu  the  Christian 
World. 

In  the  True  Christian  Religion  we  learn  that  the  angels 
said  to  certahi  sj^irits : 

In  heaven  the  idea  of  God  is  the  idea  of  the  Lord  the  Savior.  He  is 
the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  as  He  Himself  taught.  Let  your  idea  be 
like  ours,  and  we  shall  be  consociated. —  T.  C.  R.  621. 

These  passages  of  the  Writings  show  us  that  the  loves  of 
self  and  of  the  world,  so  universal  among  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and  among  their  colonies  and  descendants  in  other 
lands,  have  so  closed  and  withered  their  interiors,  so  in¬ 
verted  and  defiled  their  exteriors,  as  to  annihilate  the 
heaven-engrafted  disposition  to  acknowledge  God  as  ]\Ian. 
And  they  disclose  the  deep  ground  of  the  Divine  affirmation 
that : 

Were  Jehovah  now  to  appear  in  the  old  Church  as  a  Man,  men  would 
be  offended ;  and  they  would  think  that  He  could  not  be  the  Creator  and 
Lord  of  the  Universe. — A.  G.  6876. 

Herein  lies  the  significance  of  the  question : 

When  the  Son  of  Man  cometh  shall  He  find  faith  upon  the  earth  ? 


The  opened  Word  in  which  He  has  now  come,  teaches 
that  He,  the  Loed,  is  Jehovah,  the  God  of  the  Universe 
in  the  Human  Form,  and  that  His  Human  is  Divine.  This 
doctrine  offends  them.  From  a  heart-rejection  of  the  Loed 
as  God  alone,  and  of  His  Human  as  Divine,  they  cannot 
but  deny  the  essential  truths  which  teach  it.  Only  by  a 
“  remnant”  can  these  truths  be  received  as  Divine.  Hence 
these  truths  now  revealed  by  the  Loed  from  His  opened 
Word,  are  almost  universally  thought  to  be  the  oinnions  of 
a  man.  And  just  as  millions  in  Christendom,  who  from 
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inward  aversion  will  not  acknowledge  tlie  Loed  as  God,  yet 
speak  w^ell  of  Him  on  linnian  grounds,  so  may  they  laud 
the  Hew  Church  Writings  for  various  human  excellencies, 
without  ever  admitting  their  Divinity. 

When  the  Christian  World  destivjyed  the  Church  of  the 
Loed  established  among  them,  they  passed  into  the  ever- 
endnring  night  of  evil :  not  mainly  outward  and  apparent 
evil,  but  inward  and  often  unconscious  evil : — evil  covered 
and  concealed  by  civil,  moral,  and  religious  habits  and 
usages :  and  unconscious,  because  they  did  not  hold  it  essen¬ 
tial  to  examine  themselves,  and  shun  evils  as  sins. 

The  Loed,  being  thus  abandoned,  departed  to  others,  in 
Gentile  lauds ;  and  Christians  thereafter,  except  the  few, 
lived  like  pagans  Avitliout  religion.'*'  Inasmuch  then  as  there 
is  in  the  Cliurch  once  consummated  a  continued  growth  of 
interior  evils,  these  evils  descending  unabated  to  successive 
generations,'}'  how  can  the  disposition  to  acknowledge  the 
Loed  as  God,  be  re-engrafted  in  the  jjosterity  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  AVorld? 

1.  Can  it  l3e  done  by  the  power  of  heaven,  when  men’s 
minds  are  so  closed  as  either  to  prevent  the  influx  thence, 
or  instantly  to  jjcrvert  what  they  receive ;  the  men  thus 
removing  themselves  Ifom  heaven,  and  heaven  from  them¬ 
selves  ? 

This  removal  of  heaven,  and  consequently  of  the  Loed 
from  the  vastated  Church  is  affirmed  in  passages  already 
quoted  above,  especially  in  the  A.  C.  4423,  ■where  it  is 
shown  that  when  the  Church  no  longer  has  any  good  of  faith, 
it  is  vastated  and  perishes  as  to  its  interiors.  Heaven  then 
being  removed,  and  consequently  the  Loed,  the  Loed  trans¬ 
fers  Himself  to  others,  who  are  accepted.  The  men  of  the 


*  A.  It.  150  ;  T.  C.  It.  761  ;  A.  C.  4535,  4423. 
t  A.  C.  4503;  10,134. 
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old  Cliurcli  are  then  in  a  sort  of  inundation  rising  even 
above  the  head.  During  their  abode  in  the  world  they  do 
not  jDerceive  this  inundation,  hut  in  the  other  life  it  is  mani¬ 
fested  to  them,  like  a  black  cloud  encompassing  them  and 
separating  them  from  heaven.  Those  who  are  in  that  cloud 
cannot  in  the  least  see  the  truth  of  faith,  and  still  less  the 
good  of  faith.  For  the  light  of  heaven  cannot  penetrate 
that  cloud.-  “  The  li2:ht  of  heaven  on  enterino-  that  cloud 
suffers  instant  perversion.” — T.  C.  R.  484. 

2.  iSTeither  can  the  disposition  to  acknowledge  God  as 
IMan  and  the  Loed  as  God,  be  restored  by  general  religious 
instruction  from  the  Word  and  books  of  i:>iety.  For  as  Ave 
have  shown,  the  Loed  is  not  internally  acknoAAdedged ;  and 
external  instruction  AAnthout  internal  acknoAAdedgment  aA^ails 
nothing;  it  is  like  the  seed  described  in  the  parable,  that 
fell  not  on  good  ground. — Mark  iv. 

3.  Nor  can  this  disposition  be  restored  by  old  church¬ 
men  teaching  their  children  the  Decalogue.  For  the  par¬ 
ents  themselves,  and  their  children  AAdien  they  become  adult, 
swayed  by  the  loves  of  self  and  of  the  Avorld,  and  thence  by 
affection  for  the  evils  forbidden,  adopt  the  notion  that  they 
are  not  under  the  law,  nor  able  to  keep  it  on  religions 
grounds.  This  we  kuoAV  from  the  Doctrines  in  general,  and 
in  particular,  from  the  following  statement  in  the  Doctrine 
of  Life : 

It  is  a  universal  maxim  in  the  whole  Christian  -workl,  that  the  Decalogue 
must  be  taught,  and  that  by  it  children  must  be  introduced  into  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Religion.  For  the  Decalogue  is  put  into  the  hands  of  all  young  chil¬ 
dren  ;  they  are  also  taught  by  their  parents  and  masters,  that  to  do  the  evils 
forbidden  in  the  Decalogue  is  to  sin  against  God ;  yea,  parents  and  masters, 
while  instructing  their  children,  are  convinced  of  this ! 

How  surprising  then,  that  these  same  parents  and  masters,  and  the  children 
also  when  grown  up,  should  adopt  the  notion  that  they  are  not  under  the 
law,  and  that  they  cannot  do  the  things  therein  prescribed  !  And  can  there 
be  any  other  reason  for  this,  than  that  they  love  the  evils  forbidden,  and  so 
the  falsities  favoring  them  ? — Doctrine  of  Life  64. 
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4,  Nor,  finally,  can  tlie  disj^osition  to  acknowledge  tin 
Loed  as  God,  be  effectnally  inserted  by  remains  implanted 
in  childhood  ;  for  these,  in  manhood,  are  first  enfeebled, 
then  vitiated,  and  at  length  consumed.  This  residts  from 
the  overwhelming  mass  of  inward  and  outward  evils,  falsi¬ 
ties,  and  fallacies  of  sense,  accumulated  and  confirmed,  fill¬ 
ing  and  tainting  the  whole  atmosphere  as  with  a  fatal 
C(mtagion,  spreading  secretly  and  openly,  corrupting  the 
fountains  and  currents  of  affection  and  thought,  exciting, 
enticing,  and  powerfully  bearing  away  the  young  who  yield 
a  willing  acrpiiescence,  and  who  thus  in  heart  and  thought, 
if  not  in  overt  act,  confirm  inwardly  in  themselves  the 
enormous  perversity  and  A\dckedness  of  their  hereditary 
nature.  Against  such  forces,  leagued  as  they  are  with  the 
hells,  hoAV  can  the  remains  of  childhood  stand  and  prevail  ? 
With  the  children  of  the  by-gone  churches  after  their  con¬ 
summation,  did  remains  ever  avail  anything?  Take  the 
case  of  the  Jcavs.  They  have  had  the  Word  and  have  read 
it :  they  have  learned  the  Decalogue :  they  have  stood  under 
the  angelic  heaven,  that  they  might  receive  influx  if  they 
would,  and  their  cliildren  have  been  gifted  Avith  such  remains 
as  the  Divine  Providence  could  implant.  But  have  the 
remains  availed  anything?  On  the  contrary  concerning 
that  nation  aa'C  learn  from  the  True  Chrisiian  Religion,  that : 

Hereditary  evil  lias  so  increased  with  them  that  they  cannot  with  a  faith 
of  the  heart  embrace  tlie  Christian  Religion.  We  say  cannot,  because  their 
interior  will  is  averse  to  it :  and  this  will  causes  the  inability. —  T.  C.  R.  521. 

And  from  the  Arcana  Ave  learn  concerning  them : 

That  the  same  evil  disposition  to  love  self  and  hate  all  others,  and  to  love 
the  world  and  covet  the  wealth  of  others,  which  ruled  in  them  anciently, 
still  continues  iu  their  posterity,  but  because  they  lead  a  life  of  sufferance  in 
foreign  lands,  they  conceal  this  disposition  within  themselves. — A.  C.  4750. 

It  is  therefore  manifest  that  the  disposition  to  acknoAvledge 


CHlilSTIAN  GENTILISM. 


123 


tlie  Loed  as  God  once  obliterated  from  a  nation,  cannot  be 
restored  in  its  posterity  either  by  Influx  from  heaven,  or  by 
instruction  of  adults,  or  by  enjoining  the  Decalogue  upon 
the  young,  or  by  remains  of  childhood.  How,  then,  can  it 
be  re-implanted  in  the  Christian  World? 

The  AVord,  in  the  light  of  the  Hew  Church,  confirms  the 
doctrine  that  this  acknowledgment  cannot  be  re-implanted. 
Thus  it  is  written : — 

A  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  country  and  in  his  own 
house. — Matt.  xiii.  57. 

And  seeing  a  fig-tree  in  the  way,  He  came  to  it  and  found  nothing  tiiereon 
hut  leaves  only,  and  saith  to  it ;  Let  no  fruit  grow  from  thee  for  the  Age ; 
and  instantly  the  fig-tree  withered  away. — Matt.  xxi.  19. 

He  will  miserably  destroy  those  evil  ones,  and  will  let  out  the  vineyard  to 
other  husbandmen  who  will  render  Him  the  fruits  in  their  season.  There¬ 
fore  I  say  unto  you :  That  the  kingdom  of  God  shall  be  taken  from  you,  and 
shall  be  given  to  a  nation  bringing  forth  the  fruits  thereof.— -J/att.  xxi. 

o  o  o 

41,  43. 

I  am  with  you  all  the  days  until  the  Consummation  of  the  Age. — Matt. 
xxviii.  28. 

Still  “the  remnant”  from  the  Christian  AA^orld  will  ever 
be  watching:  watching  for  the  morning,  and  in  the  time 
appointed  in  the  Divine  Providence,  will  see  the  light,  and 
be  gathered  mto  the  Hew  Church  on  earth,  or  in  heaven ! 


XII. 

CIIKISTIAN  GEXTILISM. 

WHAT  is  Christian  Gentilism  ?  How  far  can  Chris¬ 
tian  lands  become  Gentile  ?  Atid  what  relation 
have  these  questions  to  the  Hew  Church  ? 

AVe  learn  from  the  Arcana  that  where  saints  and  then- 
idols  are  adored  is  Christian  Gentilism  (A.  C.  3447). 


124 


STATE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  WORLD. 


Christian  GentiUsni  is  where  tlie  idols  of  sanctified  men 
are  exposed  for  adoration,  before  which  they  bend  the  knees 
and  prostrate  tliemselves  (A.  C.  1)020). 

The  Idoman  Catholics  are  here  described,  and  they  as  we 
learn  are  not  a  CJiurch,  but  a  Religion,  “  because  they  do 
not  go  to  the  Loud,  nor  read  the  Word ;  and  because  they 
invoke  the  dead :  and  the  Church  is  a  Church  from  the 
Loei)  and  from  the  Word  ;  and  its  perfection  is  according 
to  its  acknowledgment  of  the  Loed,  and  according  to  its 
understanding  of  the  "Word”  (A.  Ik  718).  If  then  the 
Iloinan  Catholics  are  not  a  church,  but  only  a  religion,  are 
they  not  Gentiles? 

The  Writings  say  that  the  Gentiles  are  those  “  who  are  in 
good  works  l)ut  not  in  any  truths,  because  they  have  not 
known  the  Loed,  nor  do  they  have  the  Word.  Quite 
similar  to  them,  are  those  in  the  Christian  ITorld  who  are 
in  works  alone  and  in  no  truths  of  doctrine,  on  which 
account  they  cannot  be  called  anything  else  than  Gentiles. 
They  indeeil  know  the  Loed,  but  still  they  do  not  go  to 
Him  ;  and  they  have  the  Word,  but  still  they  do  not  search 
in  it  for  truths”  (A.  Ik  llO). 

Those  wdio  are  of  this  character  “  become  as  'pagans^  that 
is,  Gentiles.  For  the  AVritings  say  ; 

If  tliey  do  not  go  to  the  Lord  Himself,  and  live  according  to  His  pre¬ 
cepts,  they  are  left  by  the  Lord  ;  and  being  left  by  the  Lord,  they  become 
as  pagans  who  have  no  religion  ;  and  then  the  Lord  is  with  those  only  who 
will  he  of  His  New  Church. — A.  II  750. 

The  great  majority  of  peo})le  in  Christian  lands  are  non- 
church-goers.  Sonte,  wdio  have  had  the  curiosity  to  make 
the  calculations,  say,  that  not  more  tluin  a  tenth  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  go  to  church :  and  of  those  wdio  go,  many  are  unbe¬ 
lievers  of  the  doctrines  set  forth ;  many  tire,  in  fact,  as  we 
have  before  observed,  skeptics  and  infidels.  And  this  class 
is  manifestly  on  the  increase.  And  the  popular  churches 
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of  the  day  are  constituted  mainly  of  those  who  call  them¬ 
selves  “  liberal''  They  doubt  and  deny  very  much,  and 
believe  very  little.  The  Bible  is  roughly  handled  by  many 
of  them ;  it  is  losing  its  hold  on  most  of  them ;  and  societies 
are  multiplying  that  discard  it  entirely. 

Roman  Catholicism  as  a  means  of  spiritual  culture,  life, 
and  salvation  is  dead,  thrice  dead,  in  Home,  in  Paris,  in 
Vienna,  and  in  Madrid.  Greek  Catholicism  may  be  giving 
a  more  vigorous  civilization  in  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow, 
but  as  a  spiritual  cultus,  it  is  perhaps  equally  worthless. 
Protestantism  is  also  dead  in  all  its  great  German  centres : 
and  the  British  and  American  centres  of  learning  and  in¬ 
fluence  are  not  far  behind  the  German  in  their  “  rational¬ 
ism"  and  infidelity.  If  any  one  doubts  this  let  him  ask 
the  great  biblical  scholars  and  Theologians  of  Oxford, 
Cambridge,  Edinburgh,  Harvard,  Yale,  and  Princeton. 
'Where  do  they  stand  on  the  Divine  Inspiration  and  Inflilli- 
bility  of  the  Sacred  Scripture?  'Where  do  they  stand  on 
the  Supreme  Divinity  of  the  Lord  ?  'Where  do  they  stand 
on  the  nature  of  a  good  and  heavenly  life  ?  Has  there  not 
been,  during  the  present  century,  a  most  manifest  and  rapid 
falling  away  into  doubt,  denial,  and  skepticism,  touching 
the  fundamental  principles  of  Christianity,  and  an  actual 
lapsing  into  a  species  of  Christian  Gentilism  ? 

The  end  we  can  neither  ju’edict  nor  see,  only  as  it  is  set 
forth  in  the  AVritino’S, — viz.,  that  the  fallen  Church  will 
continue  its  downward  course  until  the  prevalence  of  igno¬ 
rance,  indifierence,  and  blindness,  in  respect  to  spiritual  and 
Divine  things,  becomes  wellnigh  universal. 

From  the  inevitable  disintegration  and  dissolution  of  the 
old,  are  we  to  expect  the  evolution  of  the  Yew  Church  ?  Is 
not  the  process  of  disintegration  and  dissolution  likely  to 
go  on  in  the  Christian  World  until  it  reaches  the  ultimate 
condition  of  Gentilism  f  AA^hat  are  the  indications  in  the 
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experience  of  the  past  ?  AVhich  way  do  the  dissolving  and 
disintegrating  masses  move?  Wliich  Avay  do  they  face? 
ToAvard  the  NeAv  Church,  or  aAvay  from  it  ?  Will  the  de¬ 
scending  NeAV  Jerusalem  overshadoAv  these  dissolving  forms, 
take  spiritual  possession  of  them,  and  build  upon  them  the 
eudurino;  structure  of  the  New  Church  ? 

Are  tlie  Roman  Catholics  coming  tOAvard  the  New 
Church?  Does  not  the  idolatrous  decree  of  pajyalmfalli- 
hUity  promulgated  a  fcAv  years  ago,  sIioav,  on  the  contrary, 
a  still  further  insane  rejection  of  the  Loed  ?  And  do  not 
the  schisms,  Avhich  are  arising  among  the  Catholics,  rather 
SAvell  the  ranks  of  infidelity,  than  open,  at  present,  a  door 
for  the  Ncav  Church  ? 

Of  the  Greek  Catholics  less  is  knoAvn :  but  nothing  that 
shoAvs  any  visiljle  rejection  of  the  old  doctrines ;  or  any 
approach  toAvaixl  the  Ncav  doctrines. 

The  so-called  orthodox  Protestant  sects  as  Ave  have  said 
are  in  many  respects  changing,  disintegrating  and  dissolving. 
And  altliough  they  have  some  knoAAdedge  of  the  New 
Church,  they  do  not  seem  to  favor  the  Ncav  Doctrines  now, 
any  more  than  formerly.  The  posterity  of  these  various 
sects  AAdiile  gradually  passing  out  from  under  the  control 
of  the  Churches,  as  a  rule,  do  not  come  into  the  Ncav 
Church,  even  Avhen  they  knoAV  something  of  it,  and  AAdien 
the  opportunity  is  afforded.  The  experience  of  sixty  or 
seA^enty  years  in  Great  Britain,  and  in  this  country  suffi- 
cientlv  establishes  this  fact. 

Then  Avhat  shall  Ave  say  of  the  so-called  liberal  Chris¬ 
tians  ?  In  the  rajAid  strides  that  they  take  aAvay  from  their 
“  orthodox”  ancestiw,  are  they  approaching  the  Ncav  Church  ? 
AVe  shall  see,  AA’hen  Ave  offer,  as  test  questions,  those  that  have 
respect  to  the  Loed,  and  to  the  Divinity  of  His  Humanity, 
and  to  the  Holiness  of  the  AVord.  The  infidelity  that  j^re- 
vails  in  the  Churches  knoAvn  as  ‘Hibcral,"  in  respect  to  these 
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great  bulwarks  of  tlie  true  Cliristian  religion,  will  show  how 
tliey  are  related  to  the  reception  of  the  Heavenly  Doctrines 
of  the  New  Jerusalem. 

Scattered  among  all  of  these  sects,  and  “  Churches'^  there 
are  as  the  Writings  say, — and  as  we  have  already  shown, 
the  remains,  of  good,  the  Elect,  and  these,  sooner  or  later, 
as  before  observed,  will  come  into  the  New  Church,  and  Avill 
be  built  up  in  the  faith  and  life  of  the  New  Doctrines.  But 
many  many  generations  may  come,  and  pass  away,  before 
a  state  of  absolute  Gentilism  supervenes  in  the  Christian 
World,  its  nations  and  peoples,  being  in  good  works,  but  not 
in  any  truths  of  faith.  And  while  in  this  Ne^v  Age,  all 
movements  are  accelerated,  and  in  many  cases  the  disinte¬ 
grations  of  old  forms  are  rapid,  still  the  indications  are,  that, 
as  in  former  Dispensations,  the  Churches  continued  for  a 
long  time  after  they  were  vastated,  so  it  will  be  with  the 
vastated  Churches  of  the  Christian  World.  They  may,  for 
a  long  time,  continue  in  their  forms  and  in  their  worship,  as 
the  Jews  do  in  theirs, — although  there  is  in  them,  neither 
charity  nor  faith. 


XIII. 


ULTIMATE  TRIUMPH  OF  THE  NEAV  CHURCH  IN  CHRISTIAN 

LANDS. 

LTHOUGH  deep  spiritual  night  broods,  chill  and  sad 


-TA.  over  the  future  of  the  consummated  Church,  yet  is 
there  unspeakable  joy  in  the  Divine  promise,  and  the  distant, 
but  sure  prospect  of  the  New  Church  even  in  Europe  and 
America. 

This  increase  of  the  New  Church,  as  already  observed, 
will  arise  from  the  feAV  Avho  are  in  the  life  of  good  and  are 
called  the  Elect,  so  loner  as  tliese  shall  exist  in  surroundino’ 
communities :  and  also  from  births  among  her  OAvn  mem- 
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Tiers :  men  also  of  genius  and  culture,  and  scientists,  may 
come  into  the  New  Church,  drawn  hy  the  intrinsic  beauty 
and  jierfection  of  the  Doctrines,  and  the  harmony  in  them 
of  all  truth ;  Imt  the  enduring  hope  of  the  New  Church, 
especially  in  the  far  future,  lies  necessarily  in  her  oayu  chil¬ 
dren. 

As  the  New  Church  increases,  room  will  be  provided : 
doubtless  the  numljcr  of  those  who  are  unwilling,  and  thus 
as  it  were  unable,  to  receive  the  principles  of  the  New 
Church,  will,  under  a  ]iermissive  Providence,  sooner  or  later 
Ijegin  to  diminish.  This  diminution  may  be  caused  ])y  a 
decrease  of  births,  by  a  greater  mortality  of  the  young,  and 
by  various  other  providential  means,  till  at  length,  they 
become  few  indeed,  if  not,  in  the  end,  extinct. 

As  room  and  the  preparation  are  made,  the  New  Church 
will  advance  and  cover  the  land.  For  the  use  of  the  New 
Church  which  is  to  endure  to  eternity,  and  Avhich  was  fore¬ 
seen  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  the  earth  was  formed, 
and  for  this  it  will  be  preserved.  And  tbe  Avill  of  the  Lokd 
is  that  the  Christian  countries,  as  Avell  as  the  Gentile,  should 
be  given  to  the  New  Church  and  thus  to  Heaven. 

For  all  these  changes  and  all  these  Avorks  of  the  DiAune 
ProAudence,  let  only  the  requisite  time  be  granted,  AAdiich  at 
the  longest  aauU  lie  lirief  indeed  compared  AAuth  the  endless 
future,  and  the  Divine  ProAudence  will  secure  the  result. 

If  this  vieAA"  of  the  future  of  the  NeAv  Church  in  Europe 
and  America  accords  AA’itli  the  Will  and  the  Wisdom  of  the 
Divine  ProA'idence,  then  these  regions  also  will  be  given  to 
a  good  and  happy  people,  Avhose  God  is  tlie  Loed,  a  people 
springing  from  the  remnant  of  the  undestroyed  good,  saved 
from  the  ruin  of  the  First  Christian  Church. 

In  the  accomplishment  of  this  Avork,  if  this  be  the  mode 
of  the  DiAune  Providence,  the  Avork  of  the  Lord  may  be 
sloAAy  but  His  Avork  AA’ill  neA^ertheless  be  sure  and  eternal.  - 
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But  whatever  may  be  the  mode  of  tlie  Divine  Providence, 
for  peopling  these  continents  with  New  Churchmen,  and 
with  good  and  salvable  Gentiles,  then  as  the  ceaseless  ages 
roll  on,  ever  more  and  more  shall  it  be  realized  upon  earth, 
why  the  Loed  created,  and  why  He  snstains  the  earth ! — 
reahzed  in  the  enjoyment  of  love  and  wisdom,  and  of  inno¬ 
cence  and  peace. 

“Amen :  Even  so,  Come,  Loed  Jestjs.” 

Refeeexces  to  the  Weitixgs. 

Those  who  wmuld  examine  more  fnlly  the  State  of  the 
Christian  World,  are  referred  to  the  following  passages : 

Arcana  CoHestia,  231,  233,407,  489,  468,  900,  931,  1799,  1844,  1850, 
1857,  2009,  near  end  read  with  1850,  2597,  2682,  2913,  2915,  2936,  2955, 
2986,  3398,  3898,  4231,  4423,  4503,  4535,  4689,  5702,  6269,  6272,  6666, 
6876,9256,10,134,10,497: 

Apocalypse  Explained,  50,  52,  231,  232,  732,  817,  825,  879,  939  (com¬ 
pare  with  Doctrine  of  Life),  981,  1008,  1029,  1097,  vol.  vi.  p.  329,  London 
Edition : 

Apocalypse  Revealed,  82,  263,  494,  504,  506,  536,  537,  571,  584,  595, 
645,  646,  650,  551,  658,  675,  692,  705,  711,  711,  see  reference  to  it 
in  the  index  under  the  word  Church,  716,  750,  825  : 

True  Christian  Religion,  4,  7,  15,  82,  94,  132,  133,  172,  173,  174,  175, 
176,  177,  178,  179,  180,  184,  356,  378,  380,  compare  384,  389,  561,  562, 
581,  619,  634,  635,  638,  639,  666,  700,  chapter  xiv.  entire,  especially  753 
to  761 : 

Coronis  of  the  True  Christian  Religion,  22  : 

Continuation  of  the  Coronis,  20  : 

Heaven  and  Hell,  534  : 

Divine  Providence,  250  : 

Divine  Love  and  Wisdom,  13  : 

De  Domino,  pp.  10,  29,  34,  59,  60,  61,  63 : 

Spiritual  Diary,  480,  590,  1558,  2480,  2482,  2565,  2575,  2801,  3595, 
3598,  4401,  4422,  4628,  4769,  to  4783,  5400,  5669,  5678,  5752,  5807, 
5809,  5850,  5855,  5884,  5931,  5978,  6054. 
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TRANSLATIO^sTS. 


n  a^rnnslata!*  of  ^aiptur^." 


NDEIl  tins  title  a  review  of  Swedenborg’s  Latin  version  of  the  Word, 


as  given  in  his  theological  writings,  a})peared  in  the  Weit?  Jerusalem 
Magazine  for  May  last.  The  investigation  seems  fair  and  candid,  and  a 
number  of  facts  are  collected  which  may  be  of  use  in  the  elucidation  of  the 
subject.  Several  of  the  conclusions  however  seem  to  have  been  hastily 
formed  and  not  to  be  l)orne  out  by  the  premises. 

We  pass  over  some  minor  points,  and  come  to  the  statement  on  page  59 
of  the  Magazine,  that  in  his  later  works  Swedenborg  “comes  back  to  an  evi¬ 
dent  use  of  Schrnldius.”  This  as  we  shall  show  from  a  consideration  of  the 
passages  cited  in  proof  of  the  assertion  is  an  erroneous  statement  in  so  far 
as  it  refers  to  any  change  in  his  principle  of  translation. 

More  strange  however  is  the  conclusion  the  writer  derives  from  this  state¬ 
ment,  namely  that :  “  It  does  not  seem  to  follow  from  the  example  of 
Swedenborg  that  a  strictly  literal  translation  is  indispensable  except  when 
the  Word  is  quoted  for  the  sake  of  interpretation.”  More  unjust  yet  how¬ 
ever  is  the  slur  cast  on  the  masterly  translation  of  Schmidius  in  the  writer’s 
conclusion,  that:  “  Ilis  (Swedenborg’s)  continued  use  of  the  Schmidius 
version  shows  that  he  did  not  regard  an  exact  translation  as  essential  for 
purposes  of  confirmation  of  doctrine.”  The  writer  in  the  Magazine  seems 
here  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  Schmidius  version  is  “  not  an  exact 
translation.”  We  would  say  that  the  critic  of  the  Magazine  is  probably 
alone  in  this  opinion.  By  linguistic  scholars  the  Schmidius  version  is  gen¬ 
erally  acknowledged  to  be  perhaps  the  most  faithful,  exact,  and  literal 
translation  in  existence.  The  only  excuse  that  we  can  in  charity  make  for 
the  critic’s  unsupported  attack  on  its  exactness  is  want  of  acquaintance  with 
-the  subject,  and  we  are  sure  that  if  the  critic  will  consult  those  who  are  in 
a  position  to  know  the  merits  of  the  Schmidius  version,  he  will  soon  reject 
his  ungrounded  prejudice. 

The  “  utter  departure  from  the  version  of  Schmidius”  that  the  writer  of 
that  article  discovers  in  the  translation  of  the  Word  as  found  in  the  Arcana, 
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does  not  seem  to  amount  to  much.  That  Swedenborg  carefully  amended 
the  Schmidius  version  in  his  new  translation  in  order  to  make  it  perfect,  is 
very  evident.  This  appears  most  openly  in  Swedenborg’s  rendering  the 
simple  ve  or  and  of  the  Hebrew  by  the  Latin  et,  for  which  Schmidius  uses 
quite  a  variety  of  conjunctions,  making,  as  it  seems,  a  special  effort  to  use 
every  time  a  conjunction  differing  from  the  one  in  the  verse  preceding.  Yet 
the  similarity  of  the  translations  is  such  that  there  are  many  chapters  where 
a  number  of  verses  are  the  same  “  verbatim  et  literatim,”  while  a  greater 
number  are  the  same  with  the  exception  of  the  conjunctions  used.  In  a 
comparison  of  the  two  translations  it  is  manifest  that  Schmidius  had  a  num¬ 
ber  of  peculiarities  at  the  outset,  which  he  laid  aside  more  and  more  as  he 
proceeded.  Swedenborg  agrees  with  him  almost  everywhere  except  where 
Schmidius  introduced  some  of  these  peculiarities.  In  such  cases  he  regu¬ 
larly  departs  from  Schmidius. 

It  is  an  interesting  study  to  observe  the  agreements  and  disagreements 
of  the  two  versions.  It  seems  that  it  took  some  time  for  Schmidius  to  lay 
aside  his  peculiarities  of  style,  and  to  confine  himself  strictly  to  the  order  of 
the  construction  in  the  Hebrew.  While  there  is  everywhere  a  very  general 
agreement  of  the  v'erbs  and  nouns  which  make  the  body  of  the  translation, 
there  is  always  more  or  less  difference  preserved  in  the  conjunctions,  the 
prepositions,  and  the  pronouns.  The  agreement  between  the  translations  in¬ 
creases  as  we  take  later  chapters.  Thus  while  we  find  hardly  a  verse  which 
agrees  entirely  in  all  particulars  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  wm  find  12 
out  of  26  verses  in  the  50th  chapter  of  Genesis  agreeing  in  all  but  the 
conjunctions.  In  the  40th  chapter  of  Exodus  again  there  are  11  verses  the 
same,  excepting  the  conjunctions,  and  two  others  the  same  in  every  letter. 
A  similar  agreement,  and  a  similar  disagreement,  we  find  in  the  passages  in 
which  the  critic  asserts  that  Swedenborg  “  closely  followed”  Schmidius  ;  it 
will  be  seen  that  while  there  is  the  same  general  agreement  in  verbs  and 
nouns  that  is  found  in  the  Arcana,  Swedenborg  differs  from  Schmidius  in 
the  conjunctions,  and  also  frequently  in  the  pronouns,  and  so  likewise  in  the 
tense  and  mood  of  the  verbs  used,  and  sometimes  in  the  order  of  the  words. 
The  following  quotations  from  the  translations  of  Swedenborg  and  Schmidius 
are  laid  before  the  reader  in  parallel  columns,  and  in  juxtaposition,  so  that 
the  two  versions  may  be  the  more  easily  compared.  The  words  that  differ 
are  given  in  italics. 


Swedenborg. 

“De  Divino  Amore  et  de  Divina  Sapi¬ 
ential  38. 

1.  Justitia  et  Judicium  fulcrum 
Tlironi  tui,  Ps.  Ixxxix.  5. 


Schmidius. 


Justitia  et  judicium  fulcrum  throui 


Tui. 
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Swedenborg. 

2.  Jehovah  educet  sicut  lucem  Jus- 
titiain  et  Judicium  sicut  meridiem,  Ps. 
xxxvii.  6. 

3.  Desponsabo  Me  iibi  in  seternum  in 
Justitia  et  Judicio,  Hos.  ii.  19  (21). 

4.  Suscitabo  Davidi  germcn  justum, 
qui  regnabii  Eex  et  faciet  Judicium  et 
Justitiam  in  terra,  Jer.  xxiii.  5. 

6.  Sedebit  .“iqier  tlirono  llavidis,  et 
siijier  regno  ejus,  ad  stabiliendum  illud 
in  Judicio  et  in  Justitia,  Is.  ix.  0. 

0.  E.valtctur  I'E.noY All,  quia  implevit 
terrain,  Judicio  et  Justitia,  Is.  xxxiii. 

5. 

7.  Cum  didicero  Judicia  Justitiaatuce, 
.septies  in  die  laudo  Te  super  Judiciis 
Justitioe  tufe,  Ps.  cxix.  7,  164. 

8.  In  Ipso  Yita  erat,  et  Yita  erat 
Lux  hominum,  Joim  i.  4. 

9.  Jesus  dixit,  verba  quaa  Ego  lo- 
quor  vobis  Spiritus  et  Yita  sunt,  John 
vi.  03. 

“He  Divino  Amove  et  de  Divina  Sapi- 
entia,”  233. 

10.  In  die  illo  erit  lux  Lunae  sicut 
lux  Solis,  et  lux  Solis  ent  septupla,  sicut 
lux  septem  dierum.  Is.  xxx.  26. 

11.  Visa  cst  facies  Filii  hominis  sicut 
SA  fidget  in  m&  'potentia,  Apoc.  i.  1C. 

12.  Florebit  in  die  Jpsius  Justus,  et 
multa  piu.x  usque  dum  non  Luna,  Ps. 
Ixxii.  7. 

“  De  Divino  Amove  et  de  Divina  Sapi- 
entia,”  383. 

13.  Amaiuvus  sis  Domtnum  Deum 
tuum  ex  toto  Corde  tuo  et  ex  tota  Ani- 
ma  tua.  Matt.  xxii.  37. 

14.  Quod  Deus  daturus  sit  novum 
Cor  et  novum  Spiiritum,  Ez.  xxxvi.  26; 
Ps.  li.  12,  13. 

15.  (Quod)  Dominus  spiravevit  in 
discipulos  et  dixerit  aecipe  Spiritum 
Sanctum,  John  xx.  22. 

16.  (Quod)  Jehovah  inspiraverit  in 
nares  Adami  animam  vitamin,  et  factus 
est  in  animam  viventem,  Gen.  ii.  7. 


Schmidius. 

Educet  enim  sicut  lucem  justitiam 
tuam,  et  judicium  tuum  sicut  meridiem. 

Et  desponsabo  te  Mihi  in  asternum 
in  justitia  et  iw  judicio. 

Suscitabo  Davidi  germen  justum, 
qui  regnet  Eex,  faciatque  judicium  et 
justitiam  in  terra. 

Super  throno  Davidis,  et  super  regno 
ejus;  ad  stabiliendum  illud  in  judicio 
et  justitia. 

ExnUatus  est  Jehovah,  quia  .  .  . 
implevit  Zijonem  judicio  et  justitia. 

Quum  didicero  judicia  justitise  Tu». 
Septies  in  die  laudo  Te  super  judiciis 
justitia!  Tufe. 

In  ipso  vita  erat,  et  vita  erat  Lux 
hominum. 

Yerba,  qua!  Ego  loquor  vobis,  spiri¬ 
tus  sunt,  et  vita  sunt. 


Erit  namipie  lux  lun®,  sicut  lux  soils, 
et  lux  soils  erit  septupla,  sicut  lux  sep¬ 
tem  dierum. 

Et  aspectus  Ejus  sicut  Sol,  lucens  in 
virtute  sua. 

Florebit  in  diebus  ejus  Justus,  et 
multa  pax,  usque  dum  non  Luna. 


Diliges  Dominum  Deum  tuum  ex  toto 
corde  tuo  et  in  tota  anima  tua. 

Daboque  vobis  cor  novum  et  spiritum 
novum. 

Inspiravit  et  dicit  illis,  accipite  Spiri¬ 
tum  Sanctum. 

Et  inspiravit  in  nares  ejus  animam 
vitarum  et  factus  est  homo  in  animam 
viventem. 
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Swedenborg. 

17.  Propheta  super  spiritu,  et  die  ad 
ventum,  a  quatuor  ventis  veni  spiritus, 
et  inspira  in  occisos  hos  ut  vivant,  Ez. 
xxxvii.  9. 

18.  (Quod)  impletus  sit  spiritu  sa- 
pientiffi,  intelligeutiaa  et  scienti®,  Ex. 
xxxi.  3. 

19.  Quod  impletus  sit  spiritu  sapien- 
tiiE,  Deut.  xxxiv.  9. 

20.  (Quod)  spiritus  excellens,  scien- 
tiae,  intelligentise  et  sapientise  esset  in 
eo,  Dan.  v.  11,  12,  14. 

21.  Sciant  errantes  spiritu  intelligen- 
tiam,  Is.  xxix.  24. 

“  De  Divina  Providentia,”  18. 

22.  Novi  opera  tua,  quod  neque 
frigidus  sis,  neque  fervidus ;  utinani 
frigidus  esses,  vel  fervidus :  sed  quia 
tepidus  es,  et  neque  frigidus  neque  fer¬ 
vidus,  exsputurus  sum  te  ex  ore  meo, 
Apoc.  iii.  15,  16. 

23.  Nemo  potest  duobus  dominis  ser- 
vire,  nam  vel  unum  odio  habebit  et 
alterum  amabit,  aut  uni  adliserebit  et 
alterum  negliget.  Matt.  vi.  24. 

“  De  Divina  Providentia,”  100. 

24.  Inter  nos  et  vos  hiatus  ingens 
firmatus  est,  ut  qui  volunt  transcendere 
abhinc  ad  vos,  non  possint,  neque  qui 
ibi,  ad  nos  transire,  Luc.  xvi.  26. 

“  De  Divina  Providentia,"  230. 

25.  Quisquis  suscipit  Prophetam  in 
nomine  prophetae  mercedem  propbetoe 
accipiet :  quisquis  suscipit  justum  in 
nomine  justi,  mercedem  justi  accipiet : 
et  quisquis  potaverit  unum  parvorum 
borum  potu  frigid®  tantum  in  nomine 
discipuli  non  perdet  mercedem.  Matt. 
X.  (14,)  41,  42. 

26.  Qui  ingreditur  per  januam,  pastor 
est  ovium,  buic  ostiarius  aperit,  et  oves 
vocem  illius  audiunt,  et  proprias  oves 
vocat  nomine  tenus,  et  educit  illas, 
Jobn  X.  2,  3. 

27.  Ego  sum  jatiiia,  per  me  si  quis  in- 
troiverit,  salvabitur,  Jobn  x.  9. 

Divine  Providence,”  257. 


Schmidius. 

Propbeta  super  spiritu  .  .  .  et  die  ad 
ventum  ...  a  quatuor  ventis  veni  spiri¬ 
tus,  et  inspira  in  occisos  bos  ut  vivant. 

Implevi  eum  spiritu  Dei  ;  quoad  sa- 
pientiam  et  quoad  intelligentiam  et 
quoad  scientiam. 

Impletus  est  .  .  .  spiritu  sapienti®. 

Spiritus  excellens  et  scientiae  et  intel- 
ligenti®  et  sapientia. 

Sclent  namque  errantes  spiritu  intel¬ 
ligentiam. 

Novi  tua  opera,  quod  neque  frigidus 
sis,  neque  fervidus.  Utinam  frigidus 
esses,  a^it  fervidus.  Sic,  quia  tepidus 
es,  et  neque  frigidus  neque  fervidus, 
exsputurus  sum  te  ex  ore  Meo. 

Nemo  potest  duobus  dominis  ser- 
vire,  Nam  aut  unum  odio  babebit,  et 
alterum  diliget,  aut  uni  adbserebit,  et 
alterum  negliget. 

Inter  nos  et  vos  hiatus  ingens  firma¬ 
tus  est,  ut  qui  volunt  transcendere  hinc 
ad  vos,  non  possint;  neque  qui  ibi,  ad 
nos  transire. 

Quisquis  Prophetam  suscipit  in  nomen 
Prophet®  mercedem  Prophet®  accipiet. 
Et  quisquis  suscipit  justum  in  nomen 
justi,  mercedem  justi  accipiet.  Imo 
quisquis  potaverit  unum  parvorum  ho- 
rum  potu  frigid®  tantum  in  nomen  dis¬ 
cipuli  .  .  .  non  perdet  mercedem  suam. 

Qui  vero  ingredient  est  per  januam, 
pastor  est  ovium.  Huic  ostiarius  aperit, 
et  oves  vocem  illius  audiunt ;  et  pro¬ 
prias  oves  vocat  nomine  tenus,  et  educit 
illas. 

Ego  sum  ostium ;  per  Me  si  quis  in- 
troiverit,  salvabitur. 
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TBANSLATIOKS. 


Sivedc>iI)o>y/. 

28.  Enunties  hanc  j.iarabolam  de  Rege 
BaLelis,  I.S.  xiv.  4. 

29.  Exsciiulam  Babcdi  nonicn  et  re¬ 
siduum,  Is.  xiv.  22. 

SO.  Quomodo  eceidisti  de  Cselo  Luci¬ 
fer,  f  lilts  aurorie  :  atqui  tu  dixisti  in 
eurde  tuo,  Cadns  ascoiidam;  supra  Stel¬ 
las  Dei  exaltalio  thrunurn  meum,  et 
:-edel)o  in  monte  eonventus,  in  latoribus 
.'cptentrionis  ;  ascendam  sujira  cxcelsa 
nnbis,  .siinilis  flam  Altissimo,  Is.  xiv. 
Ill,  IS,  14. 

jipocrihipsis  Bevelata 33. 

31.  In  coiisiunmatione  sceculi  tradent 
vo.s  in  Afllictionem,  et  Occident  vos. 
Erit  aillietio  magna,  qualis  non  fuit  ab 
initio  Mundi,  nec  erit.  Post  aftlictio- 
nem  dierum  istorum  Sol  obscurabitur, 
et  Luna  non  dabit  lumen  suum,  etStelUe 
cadent  de  CobIo,  Matt.  xxiv.  9,  21,  29. 

32.  Ecce  dies  voiienl,  cum  suscitabo 
Davidi  germen  justum,  et  hoc  Nomen 
Jpsiiis,  <piod  vocabunt  Jpsum,  Jehovah 
Justitia  Nostra,  Jer.  xxiii.  .5,  0  ;  xxxiii. 
15,  10. 

33.  JVon  Pater  judicat  quemqiiam, 
sed  judicium  omne  dedit  Eilio,  potes- 
tatem  dedit  Judicium  fuccre,  cpiia 
Filins  liominis  est,  John  v.  22,  27. 

34.  Non  veni  iit  judicem  mundum, 
sed  lit  salvem  mundum,  Verl)um,  quod 
loquLitus  sum,  illud  judicabit  ilium  ex- 
tremo  die,  John  xii.  47,  48. 

35.  Jesus  dixit  ad  Discipulos,  vos  qui 
sequuti  estis  Me,  rpiuin  sederit  Filius 
liominis  super  Throno  gloi-ias  suas,  sede- 
bitis  etiam  vos  super  duodecirn  thronis 
judicantes  duodecirn  tribus  Israelis, 
3Iatt.  xix.  28 ;  Luc.  xxii.  30. 

80.  Jehovah  injudicium venietcum 
Senioribus  populi  sui,  Esa.  iii.  14. 

37.  Hierosolyma  oBdiflcata  est,  et  eo 
ascendunt  Tribus,  et  ibi  sedent  Tlironi 
ad  judicium,  Ps.  cxxii.  3,  4,  5. 

38.  Vidi  Tlironos,  et  consederunt 
super  ilUs,  et  Judicium  datum  est  illis, 
Apoc.  XX.  4. 


Sctinvidius. 

Ut  enunties  hanc  parabolam  de  Rege 
Babelis. 

Exscindam  Babeli  nomen  et  resi¬ 
duum. 

tjuomodo  cecidisti  de  coelo,  Lucifer, 
fili  Aurora}?  Atqui  tu  dixisti  in  corde 
tuo  in  coelos  ascendam,  supra  stellas 
cmli  exaltabo  thronum  meum  ;  etsedebo 
in  monte  conventu«  in  lateribus  septen- 
trionis.  Ascendam  supra  excelsa  nu- 
bis  ;  similis  flam  Altissimo. 

Tunc  tradent  vos  in  afllictionem  et 
Occident  vos.  Erit  cnim  tunc  afilictio 
magna,  qualis  non  fuit  ab  initio  mundi, 
nec  erit.  Post  afllictionem  dierum  isto¬ 
rum,  sol  obscurabitur,  et  luna  non  dabit 
lumen  suum,  et  stell®  cadent  de  ccelo. 

Ecce  dies  venicntcs,  quum  suscitabo 
Davidi  germen  justum,  et  hoc  Nomen 
Ejus,  <piod  vocabunt  Euni,  Jehovah 
justitia  nostra. 

Neque  cnim  Pater  judicat  qucnquam, 
sed  judicium  omne  dedit  Filio.  Et 
potestatem  dedit  judicium/acieMcZi,  quia 
Filins  liominis  est. 

Non  cnim  veni,  ut  judicem  mundum  ; 
sed  ut  salvem  mundum.  Verbum,  quod 
locutus  sum,  illud  judicabit  ilium,  in 
extremo  die. 

Jesus  vero  dixit  illis,  vos,  qui  secuti 
estis  Me,  quando  sedebit  Filius  hominis 
super  throno  gloria;  suas,  sedebitis  etiam 
vos  super  duodecirn  thronis  judicantes 
duodecirn  tribus  Israelis,  Matt.  xix.  28. 

Jehovah  in  judicium  veniet  cum 
Senioribus  populi  sui. 

Hierosolyma  pediflcata:  Eo  enim 
ascendunt  tribus,  Qwia  ibi  sedent  throni 
ad  judicium. 

Vidi  pory'o  thronos,  consederuntqne 
super  Us,  et  judicium  datum  est  illis. 
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Swedenborg. 

Apoealgpsis  Revelata,"  322. 

39.  Est  enini  testimonium  Jesu  spi- 
ritus  prophetiee,  Apoc.  six.  10. 

40.  Dixit  Jehovah  Deos,  pasce  oves 
Occisionis,  quas  possessores  earum  occi- 
dunt :  et  pavi  oves  occisionis  propter 
VOS,  miseri  gregis,  Sach.  xi.  4,  5,  7. 

41.  Occisi  sumus  omni  die,  reputati 
sumus  sicut  grex  Mactationis,  ne  desere 
Jehovam,  Ps.  xliv.  23,  24. 

42.  Tenturos  radicsabit  Jacobus,  num 
juxta  csedem  Occisorum  ejus  occisus 
est,  Esa.  xxvii.  6,  7. 

43.  Audivi  vocem  filite  Sionis,  vse 
mibi,  delassata  est  anima  mea  ab  Occi- 
soribus,  Jer.  iv.  31. 

44.  Tradent  vos  in  afflictionem  et 
Occident  vos,  et  eritis  odio  babiti  prop¬ 
ter  Xomen  meum,  ilatt.  xxiv.  9;  Job. 
xvi.  23. 

“  Apocab/psis  Revelata,”  506. 

45.  Jehovah  dixit  de  illis,  mortibus 
xgris  morientur,  non  plangentur  neque 
Sepelientur,  in  stercus  super  faciebus 
terrae  erunt,  et  erit  cadaver  eorum  in 
cibum  avibus  caslorum  et  bestite  terrae, 
Jer.  xvi.  3,  4. 

46.  Propbetae  propbetantes  rnenda- 
cium  erunt  abjecti  in  plateis  Hieroso- 
lym»,  nec  Sepeliens,  Jer.  xiv.  16. 

47.  In  die  illo  extrabent  ossa  Eegum 
Jebudte,  ossa  principum  ejus,  et  ossa 
sacerdotum,  et  ossa  propbetarum  e  se- 
pulcbris  eorum,  non  Colligentur,  neque 
Sepelientur,  in  stercus  super  faciebus 
terrae  erunt,  Jer.  viii.  1,  2. 

48.  Quod  .Jesabelemcomederent  canes 
in  agro,  nec  sepeliens,  1  Reg.  ix.  10. 

49.  projectus  es  e  sepulcbro  tuo 
sicut  surculus  abominabilis,  sicut  cadai- 
ver  conculcatum,  Es.  xiv.  19,  20. 

“  Apocalypsis  Revelata,"  662. 

50.  Xatbanael  dixit,  quern  scripsit 
Moses  in  lege  et  Propbetae,  invenimus 
Jesum,  Job.  i.  45. 

51.  In  lege  Moses  prtecepit  tales  lapi- 
dare.  Job.  viii.  5. 


Schmidius. 

Testimonium  enim  Jesu  est  Spiritus 
propbetiae. 

Dixit  Jehovah  Deus  mexis:  pasce 
oves  occisionis,  quas  possessores  earum 
occidunt :  Pavi  ergo  oves  occisionis  ; 
propter  vos,  0  miseri  gregis. 

Occisi  sumus  omni  die,  reputati  su¬ 
mus  sicut  grex  mactationis,  ne  desere 
in  perpetuum. 

Tenturos  radieabit  Jacobus,  num 
juxta  ciedem  occisorum  ejus  occisus 
est? 

Audivi  .  .  .  vocem  filiae  Zijonis  ;  Tae 
gayn  mibi,  delassata  est  anima  mea 
occisoribus. 

Tradent  vos  in  afflictionem  et  Occi¬ 
dent  vos,  et  eritis  odio  babiti  .  .  .  prop¬ 
ter  Tomen  3Ieum. 

Dixit  .Jehovah  flliis  .  .  .  3Ior- 
tibus  morbomm.  morientur  ;  non  plan¬ 
gentur,  neque  sepelientur ;  in  stercus 
super  faciebus  terrae  erimt ;  fietqiie  ca¬ 
daver  eorum  in  cibum  avibus  ccelorum 
et  bestiae  terrae. 

Illi  propbetantes  erunt  abjecti  in 
plateis  Hierosolymse,  nec  sepeliens  iis. 

In  tempore  isto  extrarbent  ossa  Regum 
Judae  et  ossa  Principum  ejus,  et  ossa 
Sacerdotum,  et  ossa  Propbetarum  .  .  . 
e  sepulcbris  eorum,  .  .  .  non  colligentur, 
neque  sepelientur ;  in  stercus  super 
faciebus  terrae  erunt. 

Isebelem  autern  comedaint  canes  in 
agro,  nec  sepeliens. 

Tu  autem  projectus  es  e  sepulcro  tuo ; 
sicut  surculus  abominabilis  .  .  .  sicut 
cadaiver  conculcatum. 

Pbilippus  dicit :  Quern  scripsit  Moses 
in  lege  et  Propbetae  invenimus,  -lesum. 

In  lege  Moses  praecepit  tables  laipidare. 
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Swedenborg. 

52.  Impleti  sunt  dies  puriflcationis 
eorum  juxta  Legem  Mosis,  Luc.  ii.  22. 

53.  Ojiportet  omnia  impleri  quoe 
scriptu  sunt  in  lege  Mosis  et  Proplietis 
de  Me,  Luc.  xxiv.  27,  44. 

54.  Nonne  iMoses  Dedit  VoLis  Le¬ 
gem  :  IMoses  dedit  circumcisionem,  ut 
non  solvatur  Lex  Mosis,  John  vii.  19, 
22,  23. 

55.  Dixit  Abraham  diviti  in  inferno, 
habent  Mosen  et  Prophetas,  audiunto 
illos ;  si  non  Mosen  et  Prophetas  audiunt, 
nec  si  quis  ex  mortuis  resurrexerit,  per- 
suadebuntur,  Luc.  xvi.  29,  31. 

56.  Defluxit  super  nos  malodictio  et 
juramentum,  quod  scripturn  est  in  Lege 
Mosis  servi  Dei :  sieut  scripturn  in  Lege 
Mosis,  omne  malum  venit  super  nos, 
Dan.  ix.  11,  12  [13]. 

57.  Mementote  Legis  Mosis  servi 
rnei,  qiiam  praeceju  illi,  Mai.  iii.  22. 

58.  Dixit  Jehovah  ad  Mosen,  ecco 
Ego  veniam  ad  te  in  nebula  nubis,  ut 
audiat  jiojiulus,  quando  loquutus  fuero 
ad  te,  etiamque  in  Te  Credant  in  seter- 
num.  Ex.  xix.  9. 

59.  Moses  dixit,  honora  patrem  tuum 
et  matrern  tuam,  Mare.  vii.  10. 

CO.  Et  Joschua  scripsit  copiam  Legis 
Mosis  super  lapidibus  Altaris,  Josch. 
viii.  32. 

“  Apocalgpsis  Revelata,”  880. 

61.  Propter  Zionem  non  tacebo,  et 
propter  Ilierosolymam  non  quiescam, 
usque  dum  exeat  siciit  splendor  Justitia 
ejus,  et  Sahis  ejus  sicut  lampas  ardeat : 
tunc  videbunt  Gentes  Justitiam  [tuam] 
et  oinnes  lieges  gloriam  tuam :  et  voca- 
bitur  tibi  Nomen  novum,  quod  os  Je- 
HOV.E  enuntiabit,  eris  corona  decoris 
in  manu  Dei  tui  :  beneplacebit  Jehovah 
in  te,  et  terra  tua  maritabitur.  Ecce 
salus  tua  veniet,  eccemerces  Ipsius  cum 
Ipso  :  et  vocabunt  illos,  Populus  sancti- 
tatis,  lledempti  Jehovse,  et  tu  vocaberis 
qusesita  urbs,  non  deserta,  Esa.  Ixii. 
1,  2,  3,  4,  11,  12. 


Schrtiidius. 

Impleti  sunt  dies  puriflcationis  illo- 
rif>n,  juxta  legem  Mosis. 

Opporteret  impleri  omnia,  qusescripta 
sunt  in  lege  Mosis  et  Proplietis  .  .  .  de 
Me. 

Nonne  Moses  dedit  vobis  legem  ? 
Moses  dedit  circumcisionem,  ut  non 
solvatur  lex  Mosis. 

Dicit  illi  Abraham:  Habent  Mosen 
et  Projihetas  ;  audiunto  illos.  Si  Mo¬ 
sen  et  Prophetas  non  audiunt  neque  si 
quis  ex  mortuis  resurrexerit,  persuade- 
buntur. 

Defluxit  super  nos  maledictio  et  jura¬ 
mentum,  quod  scripturn  est  in  lege 
Mosis  servi  Dei.  Sieut  scripturn  est  in 
lege  Mosis,  omne  malum  hoc  venit  su¬ 
per  nos. 

Mementote  legis  Mosis,  servi  Mei, 
quam  priecepi  illi. 

Dixit  Jehovah  ad  Mosen  ;  ecce  Ego 
veniam  ad  te  in  nebula  nubis  ;  ut  audiat 
populus ;  quando  locutus  fuero  ad  te, 
etiamque  in  te  crcdant  in  seternum. 

Moses  namque  dixit ;  honora  patrem 
tuuin  et  matrern  tuam. 

Deiiirfescripsit  ibi  super  copiam 

legis  Mosis. 

Propter  Zijonemnon  tacebo,  et  prop¬ 
ter  Ilierosolymam  non  quiescam  ;  usque 
dum  exeat  sicut  splendor  justitia  ejus, 
et  salus  ejus  sicut  lampas  ardei.  Turn 
videbunt  gentes  justitiam  tuam,  et 
omnes  reges  gloriam  tuam  :  vocabi- 
turque  tibi  nomen  novum,  quod  os  Je- 
HOViE  enuntiabit.  Erisque  corona  de¬ 
coris  in  manu  Dei  tui.  Beneplacebit 
Jehovee  in  te,  et  terra  tua  maritabitur. 
Ecce  salus  tua  venit !  Ecce  merces  Ejus 
cum  Illo.  Vocabunt  ergo  illos,  populus 
sanctitatis,  redemti  Jehovie:  te  autem 
vocabunt  Quaesita,  urbs,  non  deserta. 


SWEDENBORG  AS  A  TRANSLATOR  OF  SCRIPTURE.  137 


Swedenborg. 

62.  Ecce  Ego  creans  Cxlum  Novum 
et  Terrain  novam,  non  conimemora- 
buntur  priora :  laitamini  et  exultate  in 
seternitates,  quse  Ego  creans.  Ecce 
Ego  creaturus  Hierosolyniam  exulta- 
tionem,  et  populum  ejus  l®titiam,  ut 
exultem  super  Hierosolyma,  et  Iseter 
super  populo  meo.  Tunc  lupus  et  ag- 
nus  pascent  simul  :  non  malum  facient 
in  toto  monte  sanctitatis  meie,  Esa. 
Ixv.  17,  18,  19,  25. 

63.  Excitare,  excitare,  indue  robur 
tuum  Zion,  indue  vestes  decoris  tui, 
Hierosolyma,  Urbs  sanctitatis;  quia 
non  addet  ut  in  te  veniat  amplius  prse- 
putiatus  et  immundus  :  excute  te  e  pul- 
vere,  surge,  sede  Hierosolyma.  Cog- 
noscet  populus  Nomen  meum  in  die 
illo,  nam  Ego  Hie,  Qui  loquor^  ecce 
Me:  consolatus  est  Jehovah  populum 
suum,  redemit  Hierosolymam,  Esa.  lii. 
1,  2,  6,  9. 

64.  Jublla  filia  Zionis,  lietare  ex 
omni  corde  filia  Hierosolymse ;  Eex 
Israelis  in  medio  tui,  ne  time  malum 
amplius  ;  Isetabitur  super  te  cum  gau- 
dio,  acquiescct  in  amore  *<o,  exultabit 
super  te  cum  jubilo;  dabo  vos  in  no¬ 
men  et  laudem  omnibus  populis  terr®, 
Zeph.  iii.  14,  15,  16,  17,  20. 

65.  Sic  dixit  Jehovah  Redemptor 
tuus  et  Formator  tuus,  dicens  Hieroso- 
lymee,  liabitaberis,  et  urbibus  Jehudse, 
aedificabimini,  Esa.  xliv.  24,  26. 

66.  Scito  et  percipito  ab  exitu  Yerbi 
usque  ad  restituendum  et  ad  ledlfican- 
dum  Hierosolymam,  usque  ad  Messiam 
Principem,  Septimanae  septem,  Dan.  x. 
(9,)  25. 

67.  Sic  dixit  Jehovah,  revertar  ad 
Zionem,  et  habitabo  in  medio  Hie- 
rosolj'mae ;  unde  vocabitur  Hieroso¬ 
lyma,  Urbs  veritatis  et  Mons  Jehov^e 
Zebaotb  Mons  sanctitatis,  Sach.  viii.  3, 
20-23. 

68.  Tunc  cognoscetis  quod  Ego  Je¬ 
hovah  Deus  vester,  habitans  in  Zione, 


Schmidius. 

Ecce  ego  creans  caelos  novos  et  ter- 
ram  novam :  idea  ne  commemorentur 
priora.  Lsetamini  et  exultate,  in  aeterni- 
tates,  quae  Ego  creans.  Ecce  enim  Ego 
creaturus  Hierosolyniam  exultationem 
et  populum  ejus  laetitiam  :  Ut  exultem 
super  Hierosolyma,  ut  laeter  super  pop¬ 
ulo  meo.  Lupus  et  agnus  pascent  simul 
.  .  .  non  malum  facient  in  toto  monte 
sanctitatis  Meaa. 

Excitare,  excitare,  indue  robur  tuum  ; 
0  Zijon  ;  indue  vestes  decoris  tui,  0  Hie¬ 
rosolyma,  urbs  sanctitatis ;  quia  non 
addet,  veniat  in  te  amplius  praeputiatus 
et  immundus.  Excute  te  e  pulvere, 
surge,  sede,  o  Hierosolyma.  Cognoscet 
populus  Mens  Nomen  IMeum  in  die,  in- 
quam,  illo.  Ego  Hie,  Qui  loqucns;  Ecce 
Me.  Consolatus  est  Jehovah  populum 
Suum,  redemit  Hierosolymam. 

Jubila,  filia  Zijonis,  la3tare  ex  omni 
corde,  filia  Hierosolyniae.  Rex  Jisra- 
elis  in  medio  tui ;  ne  time  malum  am¬ 
plius  ;  laetabitur  super  te  cum  gaudio, 
aequiscet  in  amore  smo,  exultabit  super 
te  cum  jubilo.  Dabo  vos  in  nomen  et 
in  laudem  in  omnibus  populis  terrse. 

Sic  dixit  Jehovah,  Redemptor  tuus 
et  Formator  tuus  ;  dicens  Hierosolyniae, 
liabitaberis;  et  urbibus  Jehudae,  aidifi- 
cabimini. 

Scito  ergo  et  percipito,  iib  exitu  verbi 
ad  usque  restituendum  et  aEdificandum 
Hierosolymam,  usque  ad  Messiam 
Principem,  septimanai  septem. 

Sic  dixit  Jehovah;  Revertar  ad  Zi- 
jonem,  et  habitabo  in  medio  Hieroso- 
lymas  unde  vocabitur  Hierosolyma  urbs 
veritatis  ;  et  mons  jEiiovas  Zebaoth, 
mons  sanctitatis. 

Turn  cognoscetis  quod  Ego  Jehovah, 
Deus  vester,  habitans  in  Zijone,  in  monte 
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Sioedenborg. 

Monte  sanctitatis,  et  erit  Hierosohnna 
sanetitas  ;  et  tiet  in  die  illo,  stillabunt 
monies  mustum,  et  eollos  fluent  lacte, 
et  Hierosolyina  scdoLit  in  genera- 
tionein  et  generationem,  Joeliv.  17-21. 

6t).  Ill  die  illo  erit  gennen  Jehov.e 
in  deciis  et  in  gloriam  ;  ct  fiet,  relictus 
in  Zione,  et  residuus  in  Hierosolyina, 
sanctus  dicetur :  omnis  scriptus  ad 
1  itain  in  Hierosolyina,  Esa.  iv.  2,  3. 

TO.  Ill  extremitate  dieruin  erit  Mons 
doimis  Jehovas  constitutus  in  caput 
nioiitiuin;  nam  e  Zione  exibit  doctrina, 
et  Yerbum  .1  ehov JS  ex  Hierosoly ma ;  ad 
te  veniet  llegnuni  prius,  Regnuin  iiliie 
Hierosolyina;,  3Iicli.  iv.  1,  2,  8. 

71.  In  tempore  illo  vocabunt  Hic- 
rosolyinain  Thronum  Jeiiov^e,  et  con- 
gregabuntur  omnes  gentes  ob  iSTonien 
Jehovie  Ilierosolymain,  neque  ibunt 
amplius  post  eonfirmationem  cordis  siii 
inali,  Jer.  iii.  17. 

72.  Specta  Zionem  Urbem  festi  stati 
nostri ;  oculi  tui  videant  Hierosolyinain, 
Habitaculum  tranqiiillnin,  Tabernacu- 
luin  quod  non  dissipabitur  ;  non  renio- 
vebuiitur  clavi  ejus  in  perpetuum,  et 
omnes  funes  ejus  non  avellentur,  Esa, 
xxxiii.  20. 

“  De  Amorc  Coiijugiali,”  9. 

73.  In  hoc  glorlfieatur  Pater  Mens, 
ut  friictum  mill  turn  feratis  et  reddamini 
discipuli  mei,  Jolin  xv.  8. 

“  Z)e  Amove  Coyijugiali,”  21. 

74.  Hi  sunt,  qui  cum  niulieribus  non 
mqulnati  sunt,  Yirgiiies  eiiim  sunt, 
et  sequuntur  Agnuni  quocunque  vadit, 
Apoc.  xiv.  4. 

7-3.  Dominus  assimilavit  Ecclesiam 
docem  Yirgiiiibus  invitatis  ad  nuptias, 
Malt.  XXV.  1,  seq. 

70.  Eegina  ad  Dextram  Tuam  in  auro 
o])imo  opliiris,  de  implexis  auri  vestis 
ejus,  in  Acupictis  adducetur  Regi,  Yir- 
gines  post  illam  arnicas  ejus  venient  in 
palatium  Kegis,  Ps.  xlv.  10-10. 


Schmidius. 

sanctitatis  Mae;  sitque  Hierosolyma 
sanetitas.  Fiet  itaque  in  die  isto  ;  stil- 
labunt  montos  inustum  et  colies  fluent 
lacte  ;  et  Hierosolyma  in  generationem 
et  generationem. 

In  die  ilia  erit  germen  Jehov^  in 
deems  et  in  gloriam.  Fietque :  relictus 
in  Zijone,  et  residuus  in  Hierosolyma 
sanctus  dicetur :  omnis  scriptus  ad  vitam 
in  HierosoHina. 

Erit  tamen  in  extremitate  dierum : 
erit  mons  domus  Jeliovai  constitutus  in 
caput  montium.  Nam  e  Zijone  exibit 
doctrina,  et  verbum  jEiioviE  ex  Hie¬ 
rosolyma.  Ad  te  veniet  regnum  prius, 
regnum  fllise  Hierosolymae. 

In  tempore  illo  vocabunt  Hierosoly- 
mam,  Thronum  jEiioviE,  et  congrega- 
buntur  omnes  gentes  ob  Nomen  Je- 
iiov^E  Hierosolyinain:  neque  ibunt 
amjilius  post  ohjinnationeni  cordis  sui 
niali. 

Sjiecta  Zijonem,  urbem  festi  stati  nos¬ 
tri  ;  oculi  tui  videant  Ilierosolymain, 
habitaculum  tranquillum,  tabernacu- 
lum  quod  non  dissipabitur  ;  non  remo- 
vebuntur  clavi  ejus  in  perpetuum;  et 
omnes  funes  ejus  non  avellentur. 

In  hoc  glorlficntiis  est  pater  Mens,  ut 
fructum  multum  feratis  et  reddamini 
discipuli  Mei. 

Hi  sunt,  qui  cum  niulieribus  non  pol- 
luti  sunt,  Virgines  cniiii  sunt ;  Hi  sunt 
qui  sequunter  Agnuin  quo  vadit. 

Similefiet  regnum  coeloruin  decern 
virginibus. 

Piegina  ad  dextram  Tuam  in  auro 
optimo  Ophiris,  de  implexis  auri  vestis 
ejus.  In  acupictis  adducetur  Kegi,  vir¬ 
gines  post  illam  amicse  ejus,  venient  in 
palatium  Eegis. 
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Swedenborg. 

De  Amore  Conjugiali,”  loG. 

77.  Jehovah  Deus  i8{7y7cai:i<  Costam, 
quam  sumserat  dehomiiie,  in  Mulierem  ; 
et  adduxit  earn  ad  hominem  ;  et  dixit 
homo ;  lisec  vice  hac,  Os  de  ossibus 
meis  et  Caro  de  came  mea ;  huic  voca- 
bitur  nomen  Ischah,  quia  de  Isch,  Yiro, 
sumpta  est  hsec  :  propterea  derelinquet 
vir  patrem  suum  et  matrem  suam,  et 
adliEBrebit  uxori  suse,  et  erunt  in  car- 
nem  unum,  Gen.  ii.  22,  23,  24. 

78.  Annon  legistis,  qyod  llle  qni  fecit 
ab  initio  Xascnlnra  et  Foeminam,  dixit, 
propterea  deseret  homo  patrem  et  ma¬ 
trem  et  adhaarebit  nxori  suae,  et  erunt 
duo  in  carnem  unam,  quare  non  am- 
plius  duo  sunt,  sed  una  caro,  3Iatt.  xix. 
4,  5. 

'■'■De  Amove  Conjugiali,’'  31.5. 

79.  Jehovah  Dens  inspiravit  in 
nares  hominis  Animam  Yitarum,  et 
factus  est  Homo  in  Animam  Yiventem, 
Gen.  ii.  7. 

"  De  Amore  Conjugiali,”  494. 

80.  Dictum  est  a  veteribus,  non  mse- 
chaberis ;  Ego  vero  dieo  vobis,  quod  si 
quis  aspexerit  mulierem  alteriiis,  ita  ut 
concupiscat  illam,  jam  adulterium  cum 
ilia  commiserit  in  corde,  Matt.  v.  27, 
28. 

”■  Summaria  Expositio,”  32. 

81.  Dixit  Jesus,  euntes  discipulos 
facite  omnes  gentes,  baptizantes  eos  in 
Nomine  Patris,  Filii,  et  Spiritus  Sancti, 
Matt,  xxviii.  19. 

82.  Cum  baptizatus  est  Jesus,  ecce 
aperti  sunt  Ipsi  Cceli,  et  vidit  Spiritum 
Sanctum  descendentum  ut  columbam,  et 
venientem  super  Ipsnm  et  ecce  vox  e 
Ccelo,  Hie  est  Filins  mens  dileetus,  in 
Quo  complacuit  Mihi,  Matt.  iii.  16, 
17. 

83.  Data  est  Mihi  omnis  potestas  in 
Ccelo  et  in  Terra,  Matt,  xxviii.  18. 

84.  Ecce  Ego  vobiscum  sum  omnibus 
diebus  usque  ad  Consummationem  sce- 
culi,  ibid.,  20. 


Schmidius. 

uEdificavitque  Deus  costam, 

cpiam  sumserat  dehomine,  in  mulierem  ; 
et  adduxit  earn  ad  hominem.  Dixit 
vero  homo  ;  haec,  vice  hac  est  os  de  os¬ 
sibus  meis  et  caro  de  came  mea,  huic 
voeabitur  (nomen)  Ischah  quia  de  Isch 
(viro)  sumpta  es  hoec.  Propterea  de¬ 
relinquet  vir  patrem  suum  et  matrem 
suam:  et  adliKrebit  uxori  suas:  et  erunt 
in  carnem  unum. 

Annon  legistis,  quod  is,  qui  fecit  ab 
initio  masculum  et  foeminam  .  .  .  dixit, 
Propterea  deseret  homo  patrem  et  ma¬ 
trem  et  adhserebit  uxori  suse,  et  erunt 
duo  in  carnem  unam.  Quare  non  am- 
plius  sunt  duo,  sed  una  caro. 

Jehovah  Deus  inspiravit  in  nares 
ejus  animam  vitamin,  et  factus  est 
homo  in  animam  viventem. 

Veteribus  dictum  sit:  Xon  mczcheris. 
Ego  vero  dico  vobis  quod  si  quis  aspex¬ 
erit  mulierem  alienam,  ita  ut  concu¬ 
piscat  earn,  jam  adulterium  cum  ilia 
commiserit  in  corde. 


Euntes  ergo,  discipulos  facite  omnes 
gentes,  baptizantes  eos  in  Nomen  Patris, 

Filii,  &  Spiritus  Sancti. 

Baptizatus  rero  Jesus;  ecce  aperti 
sunt  Ipsi  coeli,  viditgue  Sjiiritum  De. 
descendentem  sicut  columbam  et  veni¬ 
entem  super  Ipsnm.’  Et,  ecce,  vox  e 
ccelo,  dicens ;  Hie  est  filius  Meus  di- 
lectus,  in  quo  complacuit  3Iihi. 

Data  est  mihi  omnis  potestas  in  ccelo 
et  in  terra. 

Ecce,  Ego  vobiscum  sum  omnibus 
diebus,  usque  ad  consummationem  se- 
culi,  20. 
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Swedenborg. 

85.  Nondum  erat  Spiritus  Sanctus, 
quia  Jesus  nonduin  gloriflcatus  erat, 
Job.  vii.  39. 

“  Summaria  E.rpo.titio,”  71. 

80.  Accesserunt  Discipuli  ad  Jesum, 

ostenderuni  Jjisi  structuras  Tompli  ; 
et  dixit  illis  Jesus,  amen  dico  vobis, 
non  relinquetur  hie  lapis  super  lapide, 
qui  non  dissolvetur.  Et  dixerunt  Ipsi 
Discipuli,  die  nobis  quando  ilia  crunt., 
imprimis  quodnam  signuni  Tui  Adven- 
tus  et  Consummationis  Sseculi,  Matt, 
xxiv.  1,  2,  .3. 

87.  Ego  Jesus  sum  Kadix  &  Genus 
Davidis,  Stella  splendida  &  matutina; 
ei  Sp)iritus  &  Sponsa  dicimt,  veni  ;  & 
audiens  dicat  veni;  &  sitiens  veniat  : 
etiam  venio  eito,  amen,  etiam  veni  Do- 
mine  Jesu,  Apoc.  xxii.  17,  20. 


Schmidius. 

Nondum  enini  erat  Spiritus  Sanctus; 
quia  Jesus  nondum  gloriflcatus  erat. 

Accesserunt  discipuli  Ipsiusad  osten- 
denduni  Ipsi  structuras  templi,  Jesus 
vero  dixit  illis,  Amen,  dico  vobis  non 
relinquetur  hie  lapis  super  lapide,  qui 
non  dissolvetur  .  .  .  Discipuli  diceiites, 
Die  nobis  quando  ista  fient,  inprimis 
quodnam  signum  Tui  adventus,  et  con¬ 
summationis  seculi. 

Ego  sum  radix  et  genus  Davidis, 
Stella  splendida  et  matutina.  Spiritus 
auiem  et  sponsa  dicunt,  veni ;  et  qui 
audit,  diciio,  veni  ;  et  qui  sitit,  venito-, 
ncc  venio  cito.  Amen,  nse  veni,  Do- 
mine  .Jesu. 


The  numbers  quoted  in  “  Summary  Exposition”  100,  are  the  same  as  those 
in  A.  K.  880,  with  hardly  any  variation;  i.e.  as  numbered  in  our  list  61-72. 
The  only  ones  added  are  the  following : 


Swedenborg. 

“  Summaria.  E.rpositio,”  100. 

88.  Postea  Septimanis  sexaginta  et 
duabus  restituetur,  eta^diticabitur  platca 
ct  fossa,  sed  angustia  temporum,  Dan. 
ix.  2.5. 

89.  Tandem  super  Avem  abomina- 
tionuni  desolatio,  et  usque  ad  consum- 
mationem  et  decisum  stillabit  super 
devastationem,  Dan.  ix.  27. 

90.  Cum  videritis  abominationem 
desolationis  ]ir;edictam  a  Daniele  Pro- 
jiheta,  stantem  in  locosancto,  qui  legit, 
probe  notet.  Matt.  xxiv.  15. 


Schmidius. 

Postea  Septimanis  sexaginta  et  dua¬ 
bus  restituetur  et  aedifleabitur  platea  et 
fossa  sed  in  angustia  temporum. 

Tandem  super  avem  abominationum 
desolatio,  et  usque  ad  consummationem 
et  decisum,  stillabit  super  devastatio¬ 
nem. 

Cum  itaque  videritis  abominationem 
desolationis,  praedictam  a  Danjele  Pro- 
pheta,  stantem  in  loco  sancto,  qui  legit, 
probe  notat. 


From  this  synopsis  of  the  passages  it  may  be  seen  that  there  are  but  few 
in  which  there  is  an  entire  coincidence  in  the  two  versions.  One  of  the 
chief  differences  between  the  translations  of  Swedenborg  and  those  of 
Schmidius  (as  stated,  N.  J.  M<ig.,  page  59),  is  that  Swedenborg  always 
translates  the  single  Hebrew  connective  by  et,  for  which  Schmidius  uses 
various  particles.  If  we  apply  this  test  to  the  90  passages  given  above,  we 
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find  that  Schmidius  uses  the  conjunctions :  que,  enim,  namque,  ut,  imo, 
atqui,  quum,  ergo.,  que  (in  neque),  autem,  deinde,  turn,  ideo,  itaque,  tamen, 
vero,  sed,  tandem;  while  Swedenborg,  on  the  other  hand,  nearly  always 
confines  himself  to  et ;  so  that  it  can  by  no  means  be  said  that  he  in  these 
translations  more  closely  follows  Schmidius,  or  uses  Schmidius  instead  of 
making  his  own  rendering.  This  is  shown  more  clearly  yet  by  this,  that  in 
several  cases  the  arrangement  of  words  does  not  coincide  with  that  made  by 
Schmidius,  though  as  both  these  writers  closely  follow  the  order  of  the 
w'ords  in  Hebrew  and  in  Greek,  these  divergences  chiefly  occur  where 
Schmidius  deviates  from  the  Hebrew  or  Greek  order.  In  the  90  passages 
cited  above  the  differences  in  sense  are  as  frequent  or  as  rare  as  in  the 
“Arcana”  :  for  examples  of  such  difference  see  Nos.  3,  6, 11,  12, 18,  22,  30, 
47,  71,  80.  Different  expressions  to  embody  the  same  idea  are  found  in 
Nos.  13,  15,  16,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  33,  35,  45,  60,  61,  62,  63,  68,  73,  74, 
81,  82,  86,  87.  Words  added  by  Schmidius  which  are  not  in  the  text  in 
Nos.  30,  40,  43,  63.  It  can  by  no  means  be  assumed  that  wherever  Swe¬ 
denborg  and  Schmidius  agree  even  verbatim,  the  passage  was  not  translated 
from  the  original.  In  many  passages,  both  Swedenborg  and  Schmidius 
agree  with  the  Catholic  Vulgata,  and  yet  no  sensible  scholar  would  maintain 
that  therefore  they  copied  from  that  version.  The  fact  is,  where  scholars 
only  endeavor  to  translate  faithfully  and  literally  it  is  more  difficult  to 
disagree  continually,  than  to  continually  agree  in  essentials,  differing  only 
in  minor  points,  as  is  the  case  with  the  two  translations  before  us.  The 
similarity  is  necessarily  much  increased  from  Swedenborg’s  having  used  from 
the  very  beginning  the  excellent  version  of  Schmidius.  This  alone  is 
suflflcient  to  explain  why  Swedenborg  so  much  more  frequently  coincides 
with  Schmidius  than  with  the  Vulgata,  even  in  those  numberless  cases 
where  both  faithfully  and  literally  render  the  original. 

From  a  critical  survey  of  the  above  translations,  the  reader  will  no  doubt 
see  that  the  writer  in  the  Magazine  is  not  justified  in  asserting  (p.  59)  that 
Swedenborg  in  the  work  on  Divine  Love  and  Wisdom”  closely  follows 
Schmidius,  and  likewise  in  the  work  on  the  “  Divine  Providence”  and  also 
in  the  quotations  in  the  “  Apocalypse  Revealed”  in  the  “  Conjugial  Love” 
and  the  “  Summary  Exposition ;”  for  in  that  case  we  would  needs  have  to 
find  not  only  the  usual  agreement  of  nouns  and  verbs,  but  also  an  agreement 
in  the  eonjunctions  and  pronouns  used,  which  as  may  be  seen  from  the 
passages  quoted,  is  not  the  case.  Nor  is  he  justified  in  the  statement,  on  p. 
60,  that  the  “  True  Christian  Religion”  takes  its  motto  from  the  Schmidius 
version,  as  the  following  eomparison  shows : 

Swedenborg.  Schmidius. 

Yidens  fui  in  visionibus  noctis,  et  Videns  fui  in  visionibus  noctis  et 
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Sicedcnhorg. 

eceo  cum  nubibus  oosloruin  sicut  PiLius 
Homixis  vciiiens  fait:  Et  Huic  datiini 
est  Dominium,  et  Gloria  et  llegnum, 
et  omnes  populi,  gentes,  et  lingua}  Iji- 
sum  colent:  Dominium  Ejus  Dominium 
steeuli,  quod  non  transibit,  et  llegnum 
Ejus  quod  non  peribit,  Dan.  vii.  13,  14. 


Selmiidius. 

ecce  cum  nubibus  ccelorum  sicut  Eilius 
bominis  veniens  fiiit ;  Iniicque  datum 
est  dominium  et  gloria  et  regnum,  ut 
omnes  populi,  gentes,  et  linguas  Ipsum 
colerent :  dominium  Ejus  dominium 
seculi,  quod  non  transibit,  et  regnum 
Ejus,  quod  non  peribit. 


An  attentive  critic  would  at  once  point  out  tlie  linic-que  and  nt  which  serve 
to  translate  the  simple  Chaldee  connective  as  differing  from  the  usage  of 
Swedenborg,  and  these  accordingly  we  find  changed  in  the  “  motto we 
also  find  the  additional  difference  of  colent  and  colerent,  wddeh  three  varia¬ 
tions  are  quite  sulRcient  to  show  that  Swedeid>org  had  the  original  before 
him  when  he  wrote  the  motto.  More  evident  still  is  this  in  that  part  of 
the  motto  taken  from  the  New  Testament; 


Sicedenborg. 

Ego  Johannes  vidi  C.Tlum  Novum  et 
Terrain  Novam:  et  vidi  LTrbem  sane- 
tam  Ilierosolymam  novam,  dcsceiiden- 
tem  a  Deo  e  Cado,  paratam  sicut  Spon- 
sam  ornatam  Marito  suo.  Et  jVngelus 
loquutus  est  mecuni,  dicens,  veni  osten- 
dam  tibi  (Spoxsaw  Agni  Uxorem  ;  et 
abstulit  me  in  spiritu  super  montem 
magnum  et  altum,  et  ostendit  milii 
Ui'bem  magnam  .sanctain  Ilierosoly¬ 
mam  desccndentcin  e  Cielo  a  Deo. 

Sedens  super  Throiio  dixit,  ecce 
Nova  Omxia  Eacio;  et  dixit  mild. 
Scribe,  quia  luec  verba  vera  etfida  sunt, 
Apoc.  xxi.  1,  2,  .5,  9,  10. 


Schmidius. 

Deinde  vidi  coclum  novum  ct  terram 
novam.  Insuper  ego  loannes  vidi  urbem 
sanctam  Jerusalem  novam  descenden- 
tem  a  Deo  e  coslo,  }>aratam  sicut  sponsam 
ornatam  marito  suo.  Et  locutus  est 
mecum,  dicens:  veni,  ostendam  tibi 
Sponsam  Agni  uxorem.  Abstulit  ergo 
me  in  spiritu  super  montem  magnum 
et  altum,  et  ostendit  mild  urbem  mag¬ 
nam,  sanctam  Jerusalem,  descenden- 
tem  e  ccelo  a  Deo. 

Dixit  rcro  sedens  super  throno ;  Ecce, 
nova  omnia  facio.  Dixit  et'iani  mihi ; 
scribe,  quia  base  verba  vera  et  fidelia 
sunt. 


We  incline  to  think  that  there  will  be  few  who  will  agree  with  the  critic 
in  the  ^Magazine,  that  one  of  these  translations  was  copied  from  the  other, 
the  more  especially  as  no  reason  can  be  given  why  a  great  scholar,  tvlio  has 
been  familiar  wdth  Greek  for  over  60  years,  should  quote  from  any  but  the 
original  of  the  New  Testament,  especially'  in  selecting  a  motto  for  so  great 
a  work.  A  comparison  of  the  translations  at  once  shows  numerous  points 
of  difference  between  the  tw'o  versions.  There  are  no  cumbersome  con¬ 
junctions  such  as  deinde,  insuper,  ergo,  vero  or  etiam  used  to  supply  the 
sinqile  et  of  the  Word ;  and  the  other  differences  are  so  many  that  it  is 
strange  one  should  ever  have  been  taken  to  be  the  transcript  of  the  other. 

Thus  we  find  that  the  passages  cited  to  uphold  the  view  that  Swedenborg 
in  his  later  works  gave  up  making  his  own  translation  and  followed  Schmidius, 
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only  show  that  the  view  is  utterly  groundless,  and  that  the  translation  of 
Swedenborg  stands  out  distinctly  from  that  of  Schmidius  as  being  without 
peculiarities,  without  any  thing  of  the  proprium  ;  and  that  whenever  there 
is  a  difference  between  the  two,  the  translation  of  Swedenborg  is  with  hai’dly 
an  exception  the  more  literal  one. 

Fi’om  a  careful  and  critical  examination  of  Swedenborg’s  vereion,  and  a 
comparison  of  it  with  that  of  others,  its  great  excellence  and  fitness  as  a 
vehicle  for  the  glory  of  the  Second  Advent  becomes  ever  more  apparent ;  and 
those  who  would  pollute  its  transparent  purity  by  substituting  for  it  anything 
originating  in  self-intelligence,  or  brought  over  from  the  old  church,  can 
not  be  considered  otherwise  than  as  violating  and  defiling  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  and  as  breaking  down  tbe  wall  of  jasper  of  the  Holy  Jerusalem  that 
has  come  down  from  God  out  of  heaven. 


HE  sub  committee  of  Seven,  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ecclesias- 


-L  tical  Affairs,  at  their  meeting  in  Urbana,  Ohio,  3Iay  29,  1877,  two  re¬ 
ports  on  the  question  of  a  new  translation  of  the  Scriptures.  One  of  these 
was  prepared  by  the  Rev.  L.  H.  Tafel  in  favor  of  such  a  translation,  the 
other  in  opposition  to  it,  by  the  Rev.  John  Worcester.  It  is  to  one  point 
in  the  latter  that  we  would  call  attention. 

It  is  said  that  a  difficulty  appears  in  the  figures  of  the  Hebrew  language, 
by  which  the  Hebrews  expressed  familiarly  ideas  which  would  not  be  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  words  to  foreign  ears.  For  example  it  is  said  in  Isaiah  v  :  1, 
“  My  beloved  hath  a  vineyard  in  a  horn  :  a  son  of  oil which  certainly  is 
quite  unintelligible  to  English-speaking  children.  But  when  we  know  that 
a  conical  hill  was  sometimes  called  a  horn,  and  that  it  is  according  to  com¬ 
mon  Hebrew  forms  of  speech  to  call  a  fruitful  thing  a  son  of  fatness  (which 
is  a  legitimate  rendering  of  the  word  for  oil)  we  gather  at  once  the  idea  of  a 
“  vineyard  in  a  very  fruitful  hill”  which  is  the  expression  in  our  English 
Bible.  We  believe  that  this  meaning  was  gathered  from  the  words  as  a 
matter  of  course  by  the  Jewish  children,  and  that  it  is  the  part  of  the  Divine 
meaning  which  we  should  present  to  our  children  ;  though  the  Hebrew 
idiom  also  is  valuable  to  those  who  can  use  it.” — {Journal  of  Convention 


p.  54.) 


(1)  It  is  evident  here  that  this  passage  and  several  others  which  are 
quoted  in  the  report  are  considered  primarily  in  the  light  of  “  Hebrew 
idioms.”  To  a  New  Churchman,  looking  at  the  Word  as  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  at  its  letter  as  the  “basis,  containant  and  firmament”  of  the  holy 
Divine  dwelling  in  it,  such  an  idea  seems  most  strange.  In  the  Word  of  the 
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Lord  there  is  and  can  be  nothing  which  is  only  an  “  idiom”  adapted  to  the 
understanding  of  Jewish  children.  Everything  therein  is  holy;  all  of  it  has 
a  spiritual  sense,  and  the  grammar,  phraseology,  words,  are  all  subordinated 
to  this  sense.  The  very  idiom  or  peculiarity  of  the  Hebrew  makes  it  the  one 
language  best  fitted  for  conveying  to  the  mind  this  natural  sense;  and  we  must 
have  this  ]ieculiarity  brought  out  to  understand  the  hidden  meaning.  We 
cannot  but  think  such  comparisons  and  limitations  derogatory  to  that  which 
in  the  beginning  was  with  God. 

(2)  The  exact  translation  of  the  passage  is: — I  will  sing  now  to  my  Be¬ 
loved  a  song  of  my  Beloved  about  his  vineyard  : — a  vineyard  was  to  my  Be¬ 
loved  in  a  horn  of  a  son  of  oil  (Keren  ben-Shamen).  In  the  report  to  which 
we  allude  it  is  said  that  a  conical  hill  is  sometimes  called  a  horn — but  we 
have  failed  to  find  any  such  instance  in  the  Bible.  To  give  it  this  meaning 
in  this  passage  is  a  simple  assumption.  In  all  the  other  places  in  which 
it  occurs  we  find  it  in  its  primary  meaning  as  the  horn  of  an  animal ;  in 
every  case  where  it  has  a  “  figurative”  meaning,  the  figure  has  distinct  refer¬ 
ence  to  this.  Thus  when  it  is  used  as  an  emblem  of  power  or  strength,  it  is 
because  this  part  of  the  body  of  an  animal  has  this  quality.  When  as  in 
1.  Sam.  10  :  la  horn  of  oil  is  mentioned,  a  horn  filled  with  oil  is  evidently 
meant.  We  must  therefore  decidedly  object  to  this  style  of  interpretation 
of  the  words  of  the  Word.  The  business  of  the  translator  is  to  tell  what  the 
Lord  said ;  not  to  make  Him  intelligible  :  if  we  fail  of  understanding  the 
letter,  the  fault  is  in  us,  and  not  in  the  vehicle  the  Lord  has  chosen  for 
conveying  His  truth. 

(3)  A  most  important  truth  is  revealed  to  us  in  those  words,  and  had  we 
to  choose  expressions  the  best  possible  for  conveying  this  truth  we  would  not 
know  where  to  find  them  but  in  this  very  passage.  For  note  the  fullness  of 
the  sense  of  the  spirit  in  these  “  unintelligible”  words.  A  vineyard  is  the 
true  spiritual  Church  ;  a  Church  which  the  Lord  will  fill  with  the  truths  and 
goods  of  His  Word,  and  established  by  Him  for  this  purpose.  A  horn  is 
the  power  of  truth  grounded  in  good,  and  oil  is  the  good  of  love ;  thus  the 
Divine  Good  of  Divine  Love.  This  horn  is  the  son  of  oil,  because  a  son  sig¬ 
nifies  truth,  and  also  because  it  represents  on  the  natural  plane,  that  which 
is  derived  from  something.  Hence  the  horn  of  a  son  of  oil,  the  “  Keren 
ben-Shamen”  is  the  power  of  the  truth  established  in  good  and  derived 
from,  and  existing  by,  the  Divine  Good  of  Love.  Here,  and  here  only  is 
the  Lord’s  spiritual  Church.  Here  is  the  vineyard  of  the  Beloved;  and  the 
more  our  truths  are  thus  completely  drawn  from  the  Good  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  more  we  feel  that  all  their  strength  is  thus  derived,  the  nearer  wt 
are,  as  individuals,  and  as  a  Church,  to  that  true  and  only  Church  of  the 
Lord  which  He  fills  with  His  own  Divine  Truth  and  Love.  But  how  is 
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this  expressed  by  the  statement  “  ]My  Beloved  hath  a  vineyard  in  a  very 
fruitful  hill”  ?  And  how  much  of  the  strength  and  beauty  of  the  passage  is 
lost  by  this  unwarrantable  paraphrasing  of  the  Word  of  the  Lord  ! 

Other  matters  in  this  report  deserve  comment — particularly  the  passage 
next  in  order  to  the  one  to  which  we  have  referred  where  the  expressions 
“  man  of  my  peace”  “  son  of  a  year”  “  things  of  holiness”  are  called  idiom¬ 
atic  phrases.  Such  they  may  be  to  the  old  Church ;  to  the  New  Church¬ 
man  they  are,  or  should  be,  the  best  forms  for  expressing  the  Divine  meaning, 
and  remarkable  for  pointing  out  so  clearly  one  grand  point  in  the  philosophy 
of  the  New  Church ;  that  many  things  the  world  would  call  adjectives,  are 
really  substantial  articles.  We  say  there  is  abundant  room  for  comment  on 
these  and  other  points — but  the  subject  is  too  large,  and  besides,  it  is  in  the 
proper  hands  for  its  full  investigation.  We  can  but  regret  that  this  work  of 
a  true  translation  of  the  Word,  which  shall  tell  us  exactly  what  the  Lord  has 
said,  should  meet  with  such  opposition  from  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  the 
proper  custodians  of  the  Word.  Must  we  not  fear  that  by  such  a  course, 
the  Lord,  who  is  The  Word,  is  wounded  in  the  house  of  His  friends? 

(Sfueal  in  Britain. 

[From  the  “Intellectual  Repository"  for  September.] 

SINCE  our  last  issue,  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Conference  has  been 
held  in  the  new  and  beautiful  church  recently  erected  by  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Society,  and  though  the  session  has  not  been  distinguished  by  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  any  measure  of  unusual  interest,  we  are  glad  of  the  opportunity 
of  calling  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  proceedings.  In  another  place 
we  have  given  an  extended  report  of  the  session,  and  propose  here  simply  to 
make  a  few  remarks  of  a  more  general  character  on  some  of  its  more  prom¬ 
inent  incidents.  To  begin  with,  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  we  have 
no  cause  to  be  discouraged  by  the  apparently  slow  growth  of  the  external 
Church :  and  to  conceal  from  ourselves  that  the  growth  is  slow  would  be 
equally  injudicious.  The  stages  of  development  in  the  growth  of  institutions 
are  not  dissimilar  to  those  of  the  human  body ;  excessive  manifestations  of 
energy  in  one  direction  are  often  a  sign  of  waste  or  attrition  in  others ;  and 
we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  while  general  and  steady  progress  is 
observed,  it  is  to  be  noted  in  nearly  every  department  of  the  Conference 
work.  The  Conference  is  now  a  comparatively  rich  body,  and  if  some  of 
the  special  funds  are  not  so  well  supported  as  might  be  desired,  not  as  indeed 
they  would  be  probably  if  the  Church  generally  were  better  acquainted  with 
the  work  they  support,  it  is  surely  a  hopeful  sign  that  the  endowments  are 
applied  to  so  many  different  and  such  varied  uses. 

10 
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Not  the  least  interesting  feature  of  the  late  session  of  Conference  was  the 
formal  reception  of  the  representatives  of  the  American  Convention,  llev. 
W.  II.  Benade,  llev.  W.  B.  Hayden,  and  Mr.  Pitcairn.  In  any  case,  the 
appearance  of  gentlemen  so  well  known  and  so  much  honored  would  have 
increased  the  interest  of  the  proceedings,  but  Mr.  Benade’s  address  was  for 
many  reasons  a  notable  incident.  There  are  not  too  many  opportunities 
during  the  sittings  of  Conference  for  the  introduction  of  subjects  directly 
bearing  on  (juestions  of  interest  to  the  Church  generally,  and  Mr.  Benade, 
in  referring  to  the  relations  between  the  two  countries,  and  to  the  opportu¬ 
nities  for  joint  action  which  occasionally  arise,  gave  an  account  of  a  scheme 
for  a  new  translation  of  the  Word,  which  he  advocated  with  great  force  and 
eloquence.  The  writing  of  the  address  from  the  Convention  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  was  another  useful  and  attractive  contribution  to  the  business.  Up  to 
this  time  the  twm  bodies  have  generally  restricted  themselves  to  messages  of 
congratulation  and  encouragement ;  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  now 
frequent  and  almost  constant  visits  of  American  representatives  to  the  Con¬ 
ference — to  be  followed  ere  long,  let  us  hope,  by  visits  as  frequent  from 
members  of  Conference  to  the  Convention — may  load  us  on  both  sides  to 
examine  more  closely  the  method  and  manner  of  Church  work  in  the  other 
country,  with  the  view  of  adopting  what  may  possibly  afford  benefit  and 
improvement.  There  is  no  fear  of  anything  like  unwarrantable  or  imper¬ 
tinent  interference  arising ;  but  we  may  surely  on  both  sides  take  greater 
advantage  than  we  have  hitherto  done  of  the  experience  of  our  friends. 
W  e  at  least  are  wi.ling  both  to  give  and  to  take,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that 
our  American  friends  would  say  the  same. 

The  Repository  adds  the  following  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the 
Conference : 

The  llev.  Dr.  Bayley,  on  the  invitation  of  the  President,  then  proposed 
a  resolution  cordially  welcoming  among  them  the  Eevs.  W.  II.  Benade 
(Pittsburgh,  Penn.),  and  W.  B.  Hayden  (Portland,  Maine),  together  with 
Mr.  Pitcairn  ( Pittsburgh),  the  representatives  of  the  Convention  of  the 
New  Church  in  the  United  States.  In  doing  so,  he  said  that  he  felt  he  was 
expressing  only  the  feeling  of  the  Conference  in  stating  the  very  great  pleasure 
he  had  in  the  communication  between  the  New  Church  in  America  and  the 
Church  in  England  on  the  present  occasion.  They  began  to  feel  as  if  the 
power  of  heaven  to  the  world  was  becoming  more  and  more  manifest.  This 
was  especially  the  case  in  the  United  States  of  America.  ... 

Mr.  Broadfield,  in  seconding  the  proposition,  said  he  was  sure  that  the 
Conference  was  anxious  to  express  the  general  feeling  of  congratulation  to 
their  visitors.  They  had  not  forgotten  the  pleasure  that  they  experienced 
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in  former  Conferences,  in  seeing  and  hearing  Mr.  Reed,  Dr.  Hibbard,  Mr. 
Seward,  Mr.  Giles,  and  others.  2^ow  they  had  Mr.  Benade,  3Ir.  Hayden, 
and  Mr.  Pitcairn.  .  .  . 

The  resolution  was  very  cordially  received  and  carried  by  a  rising  vote. 

In  replying,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Benade  thanked  the  members  present  for 
the  kind  manner  in  which  his  colleagues  and  himself  had  been  received  in 
England,  as  messengers  from  the  New  Church  Convention  in  America,  and 
assured  them  that  their  kindly  feelings  were  warmly  reciprocated  in  the  New 
World.  He  could  not  at  the  present  time  speak  very  loudly  for  his  own 
country ; — it  had  not  recently  made  great  progress,  but  still  it  had  made 
some.  He  had  been  instructed  to  say  something  to  the  brethren  in  England 
about  the  translation  of  The  Word.  The  subject  had  been  before  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Church  for  some  time,  but  he  understood  that  very  little  had  been  done 
beyond  the  collection  of  funds  for  that  purpose. 

In  America,  they  had  taken  hold  of  the  matter  in  a  more  practical  manner. 
They  had  brought  the  subject  before  the  Convention,  which  had  referred  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Ecclesiastical  Affairs  having  charge  of  all  matters  of 
that  character.  Two  years  ago,  the  Session  at  Philadelphia  appointed  a 
sub-committee  of  seven  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration.  The  plan,  as 
proposed,  was  not  C|uite  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  some  members  of 
the  Committee,  and  there  arose  some  discussion  as  to  whether  it  should  be 
translated  literally  or  pai’aphrastically.  One  portion  of  the  Committee  found 
that  they  could  not  deal  with  it  otherwise  than  literally,  as  they  felt  that  they 
could  no  more  change  any  expression  contained  in  The  Word  than  take  out 
a  stone  from  the  Temple  reared  by  the  Lord  Himself,  and  substitute  a  brick 
of  their  own  making.  Another  portion  of  the  Committee  thought  the  proper 
way  was  to  translate  it  so  that  it  might  be  intelligible  to  the  people, — to  put 
their  understanding  of  The  Word  in  place  of  the  literal  sense.  A  twofold 
report  was  accordingly  made  to  the  Convention,  after  the  reading  of  which 
the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  with 
instructions  to  keep  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  to  proceed — and  as 
far  as  it  was  possible,  in  common — in  the  preliminary  work. 

A  part  of  that  preliminary  work  was  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the 
English  Conference.  It  had  been  said  that  there  might  be  matters  in  which 
they  could  act  in  common,  as  they  had  already  in  the  accomplishment  of  a 
most  important  use,  viz.  the  procuring  from  Sweden  the  full  copies  of  the 
manuscripts  of  Swedenborg.  The  Committee  which  was  appointed  to  obtain 
the  writings  of  Swedenborg  was  still  in  existence  and  engaged  in  a  search 
for  the  remaining  MSS.  which  had  not  yet  been  found,  but  which  he  believed 
were  still  in  existence.  He  now  asked  their  co-operation  in  a  work  which 
was  of  the  very  highest  importance  to  the  New  Church,  and  to  the  whole 
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\yorld — the  translation  of  the  Word  in  such  a  form  as  that  it  might  at  last 
he  given  to  the  people  as  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  and  not  as  the  conceit  of 
man. 

As  they  had  pnt  their  hand  to  the  work,  they  would  go  on  with  it;  and 
he  believed  it  would  be  eventually  finished.  Every  member  of  the  Church 
could  help  in  accomplishing  that  great  work  ;  and  they  might  depend  upon 
it  that  a  literal  translation  of  the  Word  would  do  a  thousand-fold  more  for 
the  dissemination  of  the  Divine  truth  of  the  Lord,  made  known  through 
Swedenborg  to  the  Church,  than  all  they  were  now  doing,  for  everything 
should  rest  upon  the  Word  as  a  basis.  He  was  extremely  desirous  to  enlist 
their  sympathies  in  the  work;  which  they  ought  to  do  in  common,  as  they 
collected  the  MSS.  of  Swedenborg.  Let  them  do  this — not  for  the  present 
time  merely,  but  for  the  future  of  the  whole  world,  and  for  the  common 
good  of  humanity. 

The  Americans  also  desired  the  co-operation  of  the  English  Conference  in 
taking  measures  for  instructing  cliildren  and  others  in  the  Hebrew  language, 
believing  that  l>y  so  doing  they  would  obtain  for  the  future  of  the  Church 
that  which  they'  could  obtain  in  no  other  way.  He  de.sired  to  express  the 
wish  of  their  brethren  in  America,  that  there  should  be  complete  harmony 
and  co-operation  among  all  the  members  of  the  Church.  For  the  Church 
was  one,  knorving  no  land,  nor  nation,  nor  people.  It  was  the  Lord’s 
Church,  and  was  to  be  His  kingdom,  and  His  kingdom  was  one. 

The  Rev.  W.  B.  Hayden  also  replied,  reciprocating  the  feelings  of  his 
colleagues  as  to  the  necessity  of  co-operation  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
New  Church,  and  urged  the  importance  of  the  .step  taken  by  the  American 
Convention  in  reference  to  a  new  translation  of  the  Word.  That  the  present 
moment  was  a  mo.st  propitious  one  for  this  undertaking  was  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  the  Old  Church  was  now  engaged  on  a  revision  of  the  present 
authorized  version.  .  .  . 

IMr.  Pitcairn  also  liriefly  replied,  and  in  doing  so  called  attention  to  a  new 
Serial  (the  first  number  of  which  he  held  in  his  hand),  entitled  “Words  for 
Lie  New  Church,”  issued  by  the  Academy  of  the  New  Church  in  America. 
The  first  number  contained  a  leading  article  on  the  Second  Advent  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  subject  was  perhaps  never  before  in  the  collateral  writings  of 
the  New  Church  set  forth  in  a  manner  so  masterly  and  thorough.  Even 
New  Churchmen  would  be  astonished  at  the  magnitude  and  importance  of 
the  theme,  and  at  the  disclosures  in  reference  to  it  contained  in  the  writings 
of  Swedenborg.  Many  of  the  passages  presented  in  this  article  were  never 
before  translated  into  English.  Copies  might  be  obtained  in  the  usual  way, 
from  Mr.  James  Speirs. 
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N  Wednesday  evening,  a  conversazione  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall, 


vv  New  Street,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Birmingham  Society.  The 
Rev.  R.  R.  Rodgers,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said — I  have  the  honour, 
the  privilege,  and  the  very  great  pleasure  of  offering  to  the  Conference,  the 
visitors,  and  friends  generally,  the  cordial  greeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Society ;  and  I  hope  that  every  one  present  will  spend  an  evening  to  be 
remembered  with  pleasant  feelings  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  Con¬ 
ference  this  year  in  Birmingham. 

Original  Worlcs  and  3Ianuscripts  of  Swedenborg . 

A  most  important  feature  of  the  entertainment  w’as  a  magnificent  ex¬ 
hibition  of  Swedenborg’s  philosophical,  scientific,  and  theological  works. 
The  original  editions  were  chiefly  in  Latin,  with  some  few  in  Swedish,  and 
a  more  complete  collection  was  never  before  gathered  together.  An  inter¬ 
esting  item  in  the  exhibition  was  a  Greek- Latin  lexicon  which  Swedenborg 
used  in  his  studies,  and  which  contained  the  signature,  “  Emanuel  Swedberg, 
1700.”  One  case  was  occupied  by  his  poetical,  philosophical,  and  scientific 
works,  commencing  with  “  Ludus  Helikonious,  1714,”  and  its  several  editions, 
followed  by  the  “  Camena  Borea,”  “  Daedalus,”  his  works  on  “  The  tides  in 
the  ancient  world,”  an  Algebra  (the  first  work  on  that  subject  printed  in 
Swedish),  and  concluding  with  three  magnificent  tomes  of  the  work  “  Phi- 
losophica  et  Mineralia.”  The  next  group  consisted  of  the  first  editions  of 
his  theological  works,  numbering  about  thirty  volumes.  Another  case  con¬ 
tained  a  large  number  of  original  letters  and  MSS.  of  Swedenborg,  beginning 
with  the  date  1727.  There  was  also  shown  the  letter  of  Queen  Ulrica,  con¬ 
ferring  upon  Swedenborg  his  patent  of  nobility  in  1715.  It  is  curious  to 
note  that  the  envelope  containing  this  letter  is  similar  in  fashion  to  that  in 
use  at  the  present  time.  The  IMSS.  chiefly  related  to  the  history  of  the  New 
Church,  and  amongst  the  letters  were  several  from  the  members  of  the  Swe¬ 
denborg  family  now  living.  In  another  part  of  the  room  was  shown  a  won¬ 
derful  reproduction  in  photo-lithography,  in  12  folio  volumes,  of  the  whole 
of  Swedenborg’s  MSS.  as  existing  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Stockholm.  Near  at  hand  were  exhibited  many  books  from 
Swedenborg’s  own  library,  and  also  the  first  English  editions  of  many  of 
his  theological  works. 

In  a  “Sketch  of  the  New  Church,”  included  in  the  reproduction  of  the 
MSS.  of  Swedenborg,  he  says : — “  Upon  all  my  books  in  the  spiritual  world 
was  written,  ‘The  Lord’s  Advent’  (^Adventus  Domini).  The  same  I  also 
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inscribed,  by  command,  on  two  copies  in  Holland.”  One  of  these  copies  has 
lately  been  discovered  bearing  the  inscription  : 

“  Ilic  liher  est  Advenfu.‘i  JJomnii;  Scriptum  ex  Mandato." 

The  book,  which  is  the  property  of  Mr.  James  Speirs,  was  exhibited  by 
the  Rev.  II.  L.  Tafel,  and  was  the  source  of  great  interest. 

In  another  case  were  many  of  Swedenborg’s  interesting  early  works,  the 
earliest  English  and  German  collateral  literature  being  illustrated  by  Stephen 
Ikmny  and  Detinger,  each  bearing  the  date  17G5.  In  the  same  case,  too, 
were  specimens  of  Swedenborg’s  theological  works  printed  in  English,  French, 
German,  Welsh,  Icelandic,  Latin,  Italian,  Russian,  Polish,  Swedish,  and 
Itanish.  The  remarkable  exhibition  was  further  supplemented  by  a  trio  of 
portraits  in  oil  of  Swedenborg — one,  looking  much  the  worse  for  wear,  being 
stated  to  be  the  only  portrait  from  the  life  existing  in  this  country,  and  dated 
1770-72.  It  is  attributed  to  Philip  de  Loutherbourg,  R.A.,  an  intimate 
friend  of  Swedenborg,  and  is  I'urther  stated  to  have  filled  up  a  window 
recess  in  a  London  attic  for  nearly  100  years.  The  other  portraits  are  ex¬ 
cellently  painted  by  Mr.  Munns  and  Mr.  Whitehouse  respectively.  In  con¬ 
clusion,  we  may  mention  that  the  principal  portion  of  the  collection  was  lent 
l.)y  Mr.  John  Bragg,  of  this  town,  the  other  contributors  being  Dr.  R.  L. 
Tatel,  Messrs.  W.  Braggo,  J.  Speirs,  and  J.  Rabone,  and  the  Swedenborg 
Society,  British  and  Foreign. — Litellectual  Repository,  SejAemher. 
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She  and  tite 

Is  there  an  issue  in  the  New  Church  in  respect  to  the  Writings  of  Sweden¬ 
borg,  their  inspiration  and  authority,  and  the  Advent  of  the  Lord  ? 
The  Messenger  says  there  is  no  issue.  The  Magazine  seems  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  there  is  an  issue.  The  question  is  a  vital  one.  For  if  there  is  an 
issue,  then,  well  may  we  ask,  what  is  the  matter  ?  How  can  the  discords  be 
harmonized,  and  the  issue  closed  ? 

If  the  Editor  of  the  Messenger  really  thinks  there  is  no  issue,  why  in  the 
very  number  of  that  paper  in  which  he  says  so,  does  he  publish  an  article 
in  which,  in  its  most  glaring  forms,  the  very  issue  is  made  ?  Does  the 
Editor  know  what  he  is  publishing  in  his  paper?  Of  this  number,  Oct.  31, 
we  shall  speak  presently. 

But  to  cry  peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace,  to  say  that  there  is  no 
difference  of  view,  at  the  bottom,  when  the  difference  may  be  heaven-wide, 
seems  to  us  the  height  of  presumption  and  folly.  It  seems  like  the  folly  of 
pouring  oil  on  dilapidated  machinery,  in  which  the  cogs  are  worn  out  and 
broken,  and  the  pinions  out  of  centre,  and  saying,  it  will  surely  run  smoothly, 
when  it  is  well  oiled  ! 

But  however  deplorable  it  may  be,  still  we  fear  that  the  issue  is  so  vital 
that  it  cannot  be  closed  by  opening  others  foreign  to  it,  nor  by  diving  into 
glittering  generalities,  nor  by  the  claim  that  it  would  disappear  if  only  we 
understood  each  other  better.  For  the  understanding  of  the  fallacies  into 
which  the  Church  is  drifting,  has  opened  the  issue ;  nor  can  it  be  closed 
simply  by  a  better  understanding  of  these  flillacies.  Bather  should  we  hope 
that  the  issue  will  disappear  by  the  diligent  study  and  acknowledgment  of 
the  Heavenly  Doctrines,  by  renouncing  the  evils  and  falsities  which  the 
Doctrines  condemn,  and  by  the  humble  and  devout  acknowledgment  of  the 
Lord  in  his  Second  Coming.  For,  indeed,  this  acknowledgment  of  the 
Lord  is  vital  and  fundamental  in  the  New  Church. 

To  the  question,  has  the  Lord  made  His  Second  Advent  ?  All  New 
Churchmen  of  every  degree  of  faith  will  answer.  Yes. 
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And  as  the  Lord  could  not  come  into  tlie  world  in  Person,  and  as  He 
must  do  this  through  a  man,  then,  to  the  question,  has  He  made  His  Advent 
through  Swedenborg?  All  New  Churchmen  will  again  answer,  Jhs. 

To  the  question,  has  the  Lord,  through  Swedenborg,  oiiened  the  Word, 
and  revealed  the  Heavenly  Doctrines  of  the  New  Jerusalem  ?  All  again 
will  answer,  I  es. 

So  far  the  general  agreement  of  New  Churchmen  seems  complete ;  all  is 
harmony  and  concord  ;  and  so  far  it  is  well.  But  when  we  proceed  further, 
descending  somewhat  into  particulars,  the  harmony  ends,  and  the  issue  opens. 
For  while  all  will  say  that  the  Heavenly  Doctrines  were  given  by  the  Lord 
through  Swedenborg, — when  we  ask  : 

Are  these  Doctrines  Divine  Truth  ? — Some  say  one  thing,  and  some 
another ;  ice,  unhesitatingly,  answer  the  question  in  the  affirmative.  For 
we  hold  that  the  Writings  are  not  only  concerning  the  Truth,  but  they  are 
the  Truth  ;  not  merely  about  the  internal  sense  of  the  Word,  but  the  dis¬ 
closure  of  the  internal  sense  itself ;  not  mei’ely  a  description  of  genuine 
Divine  Truths,  but  the  actual  embodiment  and  presentation  of  Divine  Truths. 
Bight  here,  tlien,  is  the  momentous  issue.  The  Messenger  says;  “These 
Writings  are  indeed  concerning  Divine  truth,  but  they  are  not  this  truth 
itself.”' 

The  Editor,  in  the  jMessenger  of  November  7,  makes  a  number  of  ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  Arcana  that  have  respect  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  the 
Divine  truth,  by  which  all  things  were  created  ;  (A.  C.  G880)  and  which  is 
the  veriest  essential  (A.  C.  8200j,  &c.,  and  then  says: 

“  From  these  extracts  it  seems  evident  to  us  that  there  is  a  sense,  and  an 
essential  one,  in  which  Swedenborg’s  Writings  are  not  Divine  truth.” 

But  in  his  search  in  the  Writings  to  maintain  his  conclusion  that  there  is 
“  an  essential  sense”  in  wdiich  the  Writings  of  Swedenborg,  are  not  Divine 
Truth,  why  could  not  the  editor  find  some  plain  declaration  to  this  effect, 
somewhere,  in  the  Writings  themselves  ?  And  why  can  he  not  see  that  his 
illustrations  and  conclusions  hold  equally  against  the  Written  Word  in  the 
letter?  Will  the  editor  say  of  this,  that  it  is  the  “Holy  Spirit,”  the  “veriest 
reality,”  the  “  only  substantiality,”  the  “  source  of  all  things,”  “  the  substance 
from  which  all  things  were  created?”  Or  having  answered  this  quest'ou 
in  the  negative,  will  he  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  “  an  essential 
sense”  in  which  the  Written  Word  is  “  not  Divine  Truth?"  But  is  not  the 
Written  Word  in  the  letter,  the  Divine  Truth,  whether  the  things  mentioned 
above  are  predicable  of  it  or  not?  and  may  not  the  Writings  disclosing  the 
Word  as  to  its  internal  sense,  be  Divine  Truth,  whether  the  above  things  are 
predicable  of  them  or  not  ? 


THE  WRITINGS  AND  THE  ISSUE. 


153 


Does  not  the  editor  of  the  Messenger  betray  a  certain  confusion  of  thought 
on  this  subject  from  the  manifest  lack  of  comprehending  the  various  degrees 
of  Divine  Truth,  as  they  are  described  in  the  Writings?  In  many  places 
these  degrees  are  described.  Beginning  in  its  ineffable  forms  in  the  Lord, 
the  essential  Word,  the  Divine  Truth  descends  through  the  heavens  to  man 
and  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  its  degrees  are  described.  In  the  Arcana 
it  is  written : 

Divine  Truth  is  not  of  one  degree^  but  of  several.  Divine  Truth  in  the  first 
degree,  and  also  in  the  second,  is  what  immediately  ■proceeds  from  the  Lord,  this 
is  above  angelic  understanding.  But  Divine  Truth  in  the  third  degree  is  such 
as  is  in  the  inmost  or  third  heaven  ;  this  is  such  that  it  cannot  in  the  least  he 
apprehended  by  man.  Divine  Truth  in  the  fourth  degree  is  such  as  is  in  the 
middle  or  second  heaven,  neither  is  this  intelligible  to  man.  But  Divine  Truth 
in  the  fifth  degree  is  such  as  it  is  in  the  ultimate  or  first  heaven  ;  this  may  he 
perceived  in  some  small  measure  by  man,  if  illustrated,  hut  still  it  is  such  that 
a  considerable  part  of  it  cannot  be  uttered  by  human  expjressions,  and  when  it 
falls  into  ideas,  it  produces  a  faculty  of  perceiving,  and  also  of  believing  that  it 
is  so.  But  Divine  Truth  in  the  sixth  degree  is  such  as  pertains  to  man,  accom¬ 
modated  to  his  perception  ;  thus  it  is  the  sense  of  the  letter  of  the  Word.  This 
sense  or  this  truth  is  represented  by  a  cloud,  and  the  interior  truths  by  glory  in 
the  cloud. — A.  C.  8443. 

And  from  the  Apocaigpse  Explained,  we  learn  that : 

The  Divine  itself,  which  is  in  the  Word  from  the  Lord,  -when  it  descends  to 
the  inmost  or  third  heaven,  becomes  Divine  celestial ;  when  it  thence  descends 
to  the  middle  or  second  heaven,  it  becomes  Divine  spiritual;  and  when  from 
this  heaven  it  descends  to  the  ultimate  or  first,  it  becomes  Divine  celestial  or 
Divine  spiritual-natural ;  and  lastly,  when  it  thence  descends  into  the  world,  it 
becomes  the  Divine  natural  Word,  such  as  it  is  with  us  in  the  letter. — A.  E.  593. 

These  utterances  of  the  Writings  give  us  an  analysis  of  the  whole  subject, 
and  enable  us  to  see  something  of  what  is  meant  by  the  Divine  Truth.  We 
may  also  clearly  comprehend  the  field  occupied  by  revelations  made  in  the 
Writings  of  Swedenborg.  The  extremes  of  the  series  are  the  ineffahle  Di¬ 
vine  which  is  with  the  Lord  alone  above  the  highest  heavens,  on  the  one 
hand ;  and  the  Word  in  the  literal  sense,  on  the  other.  In  the  first  term  of 
the  series  is  “the  source  of  all  things,”  “the  substance  from  which  all  things 
were  created,”  “  the  veriest  reality”  and  so  forth  :  in  the  last  term  of  the 
series,  the  Word  in  the  letter  as  we  have  it.  And  the  Writings  are  not  the 
first  term  in  this  series,  for  they  cannot  be  the  ineffahle  essential  Divine  of 
the  Lord  which  is  above  all  angelic  comprehension ;  nor  are  they  in  the  last 
term  of  the  series,  an  addition  to  our  Sacred  Scripture  in  the  literal  sense ; 
but  they  are  Divine  Truth,  revealed  by  the  Lord  from  the  intermediate 
terms,  together  with  genuine  Divine  Truth  from  the  literal  sense  of  the 
Word. 

But  between  these  extremes,  the  Word  is  apprehensible  in  the  heavens : 
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and  is,  to  the  Angels,  the  Divine  source  of  their  wisdom.  The  angels  are 
in  the  interior  senses  of  the  Word,  and  the  Divine  Wisdom  which  they  have 
from  this  source,  is  comprehensible  by  finite  minds,  in  the  several  planes  of 
life  in  which  the  angels  live:  and  the  Doctrines  in  these  senses,  embodying 
the  Divine  wisdom  with  the  angels,  may  be  formulated,  when  the  Lord  so 
determines,  and  promulgated  in  tlie  heavens,  as  the  Divine  Truth, — and  from 
the  heavens  may  be  brought  down  and  revealed  for  the  use  of  the  Church. 
That  is,  tlie  Word  may  be  opened  in  the  heavens,  and  its  internal  sense  formu¬ 
lated  into  a  body  of  Divine  Doctrine  given  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord 
Himself.  And  this,  as  we  hold,  is  precisely  what  we  have  in  the  Heavenly 
Doctrines  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  They  are  Divine  Doctrines,  unfolded 
and  formulated  in  heaven  liy  the  Lord,  and  given  to  Swedenborg  to  be  pro¬ 
mulgated  for  the  use  of  the  Church. 

The  issue  is  also  most  manifest,  when  we  say  that  Swedenborg  was  in¬ 
spired  by  the  Lord  to  teach  from  Him  the  Doctrines  of  the  New  Church 
through  the  Word,  and,  therefore,  that  the  Doctrines  come  to  us  with  the 
imprimatur  of  the  Lord  upon  them,  and,  that  being  the  Divine  Truth  itself, 
they  are  infallible. 

For  maintaining  this  Doctrine  our  contemporaries  take  issue  with  us.  They 
pronounce  Dr.  Tafel’s  Book  on  Authority  in  the  New  Church,  which  is  a 
masterly  defence  of  this  doctrine,  a  ‘A-ery  mischievous  hook."  So  says  the 
Magazine  of  November.  And  the  Messenger,  in  the  same  number  in  which 
the  Editor  claims  that  there  is  no  issue,  publishes,  without  dissent,  the  words 
of  a  clerical  correspondent  who  says  : 

“  Rut  for  one  I  do  not  adopt  the  principle  that  Swedenborg  was  infallibly 
guided,  both  as  to  his  mind  and  body,  while  writing  his  theological  works.  In 
tlie  exercise  of  his  faculties  as  a  man,  he  was,  like  other  men,  liable  to  err.” 

Elsewhere  in  the  same  article  this  writer,  speaking  of  Swedenborg’s 
arrangement  of  the  Decalogue,  inquires : 

“  Is  this  of  sufficient  authority  to  settle  the  matter  for  the  New  Church  for  all 
time?  It  certainly  would  be,  if  we  adopt  the  jirinciple  that  Swedenborg  was, 
in  any  particular,  infallibly  inspired  bj"  the  Lord,  as  some  of  our  Pennsylvania 
friends  claim  that  he  was.” 

Here  the  issue  is  clearly  defined,  and  it  is  not  because  we  do  not  under¬ 
stand  this  writer,  that  we  take  issue  with  him,  in  his  most  lamentable  esti¬ 
mate  of  Swedenborg,  in  which  he  repudiates  utterly  the  Doctrine  “  that 
Swedenhorg  was  in  any  particular  infallihly  inspired  by  the  Lord.”  We 
can  easily  understand  him  ;  his  words  are  plain.  But  we  take  issue  with 
him  because  he  takes  issue  with  Swedenborg,  who  says : 

“  When  I  think  of  what  I  am  to  write,  and  while  I  am  writing,  I  am  gifted 
with  a  perfect  inspiration.'” 
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And  we  have  it  from  the  Writings,  that  the  Lord  Jilled  Swedenborg  with 
His  Spirit  to  teach  from  Him  the  Doctrines  of  the  New  Church  through 
the  Word ;  and  that  he  received  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  genuine  truths 
out  of  the  Word. 

And  yet  the  idea  of  the  infallihiiity  of  the  Writings,  is  treated  with  no 
word  of  approval,  but  rather  with  contempt,  by  the  Magazine,  in  its  notice 
of  Dr.  Tafel’s  Book. 

And  finally,  there  is  a  still  further  acknoAvledgment  of  the  Lord  in  His 
Coming,  in  which  the  issue,  although  hitherto  not  clearly  pronounced,  must 
ultimately  become  manifest.  And  this  has  respect  to  the  Writings,  as  consti¬ 
tuting  the  Advent  of  the  Lord.  In  the  first  number  of  our  Serial  we  un¬ 
folded  in  detail  this  aspect  of  the  subject.  But  this  wonderful  fact  cannot 
be  too  fully  borne  in  mind,  namely,  that  the  Boohs  and  the  Writings  are  the 
Advent  of  the  Lord.  If  then  these  Writings  are  the  Lord’s  method  of 
coming,  His  method  of  opening  the  Word,  and  disclosing  its  spiritual  and 
celestial  senses,  must  it  not  be,  that  the  Lord  has  impressed  upon  them  Ilis 
very  Divine  Presence,  and  that  they  are  His  Writings,  and  His  Doctrines 
promulgated  throughout  the  world,  and  given  by  Himself  for  the  use  of  His 
Church  ?  Could  He  therefore  have  done  otherwise  than  fill  them  with  His 
Spirit,  and  formulate,  in  them,  the  very  Divine  Truth  itself? 

When  the  Lord  was  establishing  the  representation  of  a  Church  with  the 
Israelites,  He  came  down  in  flaming  fire  amidst  the  smoke  and  thunders  of 
Mount  Sinai,  and  with  His  own  finger  wrote  the  Law  upon  the  two  Tables 
of  Stone.  And  afterward,  to  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  He  dictated  the 
Word  by  the  Angel  of  His  Presence. 

When  He  was  establishing  the  First  Christian  Church,  He  came  in  Per¬ 
son,  as  the  Divine  Truth  and  was  God  with  us,  the  Word  made  flesh,  the 
W ay  and  the  Truth  and  the  Life.  How  stupendous  thus  were  His  Advents 
into  the  world,  to  establish  dispensations  which  were  only  provisional  and 
temporary ! 

And  now,  when  He  has  come  to  establish  His  “  Dominion  of  ages,  which 
shall  not  pass  away,  and  His  Kingdom  which  shall  not  be  destroyed and 
to  found  His  New  Church  which  is  the  New  Jerusalem,  the  Crown  of  all 
the  Churches;  and  when  He  makes  His  Advent  in  Books  and  Writings 
through  a  man  whom  He  has  called  into  His  presence,  and  prepared  for  the 
work,  filling  him  with  His  Spirit  and  sending  him  on  this  office, — can  these 
Books  and  Writings  be  other  than  the  Lord’s  Books  and  Writings,  em¬ 
bodying  therefore  the  genuine  Divine  Truths  of  the  Word? 
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Angelic  Wisdom  concerning  the  Divine  Providence.  From  the  Latin 
of  Emanuel  Swedenborg.  Kotch  edition.  422  pages,  uniform  in  size  with 
the  Poteh  edition  of  Ajioealypse  Pievealed.  Price  $1.50.  Sent  post  paid. 
J.  P.  Lippincott  A  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

Here  we  are  presented  with  a  New  Edition  of  the  work  on  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  a  New  Translation.  This  was  needed.  The  translation  is  carefully 
made,  and  is  a  decided  improvement  we  think  on  the  previous  translations. 
It  seems  to  be  a  movement  in  the  right  direction.  Tlie  plain  and  forcible  style 
of  the  original  Latin  is  in  many  cases  presented  with  singular  directness,  in  the 
English  equivalents.  We  are  glad  to  see  the  paraphrastic  method  of  translating 
abandoned,  and  to  see  the  original  presented  so  very  literallj’.  We  have  marked 
some  passages  in  which  the  rendering  is  exceedingly  excellent,  the  original 
standing  forth  in  its  power  in  the  English  dress  :  and  some  other  passages  where 
this  perfection  of  utterance  is  yet  wanting.  The  translator  has  ventured  to 
give  us  the  familiar  term  cognition,  as  the  rendering,  or  rather  the  transferring 
and  anglicising  of  the  Latin  terra  cognitio.  This  enables  him  to  transfer  into 
English  the  distinction  which  in  the  original  is  marked  by  the  use  of  the  two 
words  cognitio  and  scientia,  both  of  which  have  heretofore  been  rendered  by  our 
word  knowledge. 

The  book  is  handsomely  printed  in  the  best  stjde  of  the  Messrs.  J.  B.  Lippin¬ 
cott  &  Co.;  and  is  enriched  by  the  addition  of  a  copious  Analytical  Index,  which 
in  former  editions  was  a  desideratum. 

Documents  concerning  the  Life  and  Character  of  Emanuel  Swe¬ 
denborg,  Collected,  Tran.slated,  and  Annotated.  By  E.  L.  Tafel, 
A. 31.,  Ph.D.  3^ol.  II.  Parts  I.  and  II.  Swedenborg  Society,  British  and 
Foreign,  36  Bloomsburg  Street,  London,  1877. 

We  have  just  received  the  second  volume  of  the  “Documents  concerning 
Swedenborg,”  by  Dr.  E.  L.  Tafel,  of  London.  Instead  of  about  600,  as  prom¬ 
ised,  the  volume  has  grown  to  1382  pages,  and  it  is  published  in  two  parts  or 
volumes.  Yet  the  student  of  the  Writings  cannot  but  rejoice  at  the  present 
completeness  of  the  work,  for  it  is  now  a  perfect  summary  of  all  that  is  known 
concerning  Swedenborg.  The  work  contains  much  new  matter  that  has  not 
before  been  accessible,  and  altogether  it  is  so  exhaustive  that  without  it  no  New 
Church  library  can  be  considered  as  complete.  No  work  has  ever  before  been 
published  that  gives  us  such  a  deep  and  clear  insight  into  the  unfolding  of 
Swedenborg’s  character,  and  that  traces  his  preparation  for  his  high  function 
with  such  care  and  fidelity. 

The  church  is  under  great  obligations  to  Dr.  Tafel  for  his  zeal  and  indefat- 
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igable  industry ;  and  also  to  the  Swedenborg  Society  of  London  for  the  elegant 
style  in  which  the  work  is  published. 

Our  space  in  this  number  of  the  Serial  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  a 
detailed  account  of  this  great  work,  but  we  hope  to  do  so  at  an  early  date. 

The  New  York  Sun  of  Nov.  18th  in  an  extended  notice  of  the  work  says : 

“  In  it  the  compiler  has  gathered  together  with  patient  industry  every  fact 
that  he  could  find  recorded  of  the  career  of  the  Swedish  sage,  and  has  thus 
furnished  the  materials  for  a  life  of  him,  which  just  as  they  stand,  are  more 
valuable  than  any  professed  biography  could  be.  He  makes  no  secret  it  is  true, 
of  his  faith  in  Swedenborg  as  a  divinely  commissioned  teacher,  and  labors  zeal¬ 
ously  to  defend  his  reputation  :  but  he  states  the  case  fairly,  and,  so  far  as  we 
can  judge,  neither  invents  nor  suppresses  testimony.  The  book  -will  doubtless 
be  an  authority  on  the  subject,  and  as  such  has  an  interest  for  the  world  at 
large,  independent  of  its  immediate  use  to  Swedenborg’s  followers.” 

The  price  of  each  separate  part  is  five  dollars,  making  fifteen  dollars  for  the 
whole  work.  Orders  maj^  be  addressed  to  E.  U.  Swinney,  20  Cooper  Union, 
New  York. 

Questions  Awakened  by  the  Bible.  I.  Are  Souls  Immortal  ?  II. 

Was  Christ  in  Adam ?  III.  Is  God  a  Trinity?  By  Bet.  John  Mil¬ 
ler,  Princeton,  N.  J.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1877. 

This  handsome  book  consists  of  three  distinct  parts,  or  Monographs,  each  one 
complete  in  itself :  the  first  of  178  pages  12mo ;  the  second  of  97  pages  ;  and  the 
third  of  152  pages. 

Coming  as  it  doesrfrom  a  Presbyterian  Minister  under  the  shadow  of  the  cel¬ 
ebrated  orthodox  Theological  School  of  Princeton,  the  book  is  truly  remarkable. 

Nor  can  we  wonder  that  the  author  has  been  called  to  a  reckoning  before  his 
Presbytery,  for  his  manifest  and  bold  departures  from  the  standards  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  For  it  really  seems  remarkable  that  Mr.  Miller  after  his 
thorough  training  for  many  jmars  in  the  most  strict  school  of  Presbyterianism 
should  boldly  deny  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the  existence  of  a  Trinity 
of  Persons  in  God.  The  Confession  of  Faith  is  most  explicit  in  declaring  both 
of  the  doctrines.  But  according  to  Mr.  Miller’s  book,  when  a  man  dies,  his 
soul  and  body  both  die,  and  remain  dead  until  the  end  of  time  and  the  general 
resurrection,  when  the  soul  and  body  are  both  raised  to  life.  And  what  is  -won¬ 
derful  Mr.  Miller  has  come  to  this  conclusion  from  a  diligent  search  of  the 
Scriptures. 

His  doctrine  of  Christ  in  Adam,  the  imputation  of  Adam’s  guilt  to  the  Christ, 
and  the  necessity  thence  arising  for  this  guilt  to  he  taken  away  by  the  atoning 
sacrifice  of  Christ  Himself,  are  ideas  of  most  singular  absurdity.  But  the  doc¬ 
trine  is  deduced  by  a  process  of  subtle  reasoning  from  one  of  the  old  fundamental 
principles  of  Calvinism,  the  doctrine  of  imputation^  the  imputation  of  Adam’s 
sin  to  all  his  posterity, — and  then  the  imputation  of  Christ’s  righteousness  to 
all  the  elect,  and  therefore  is  not  so  much  a  matter  of  surprise  to  find  in  this 
author’s  Monograph. 

But  Mr.  Miller  deals  a  stunning  blow  at  the  whole  system  of  Calvinism  in  his 
denial  of  the  Trinity  of  Persons  in  the  Godhead.  He  justly  concludes  that  there 
can  be  but  one  God,  and  but  one  Divine  Person.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  he 
considers  the  only  God  of  the  universe,— the  only  Creator  Eedeemer  and 
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Savior.  And  yet  he  holds  this  doctrine  in  such  absurd  connections  with  other 
doctrines, — the  Atonement  for  example,  that  in  the  end  he  comes  near  losing  it. 
Nor  does  Mr.  Miller  seem  to  have  any  adequate  idea  of  the  assumption  of  the 
Humanity  by  the  Lord,  His  glorification  of  the  Humanity,  and  the  subjugation 
of  the  hells,  as  constituting  the  work  of  redemption. 

The  book  before  us  is  another  most  striking  illustration  of  the  truth  so  often 
set  forth  in  the  Writings,  that  heresies  of  all  sorts  may  be  confirmed  from  the 
Word;  for  while  the  book  shows  much  scholarly  attainment,  and  much  patient 
research,  and  while  it  contains  many  things  that  are  abundantly  true,  and  that 
are  well  and  handsomely  said, — it  nevertheless  abounds  with  vagaries  and  per¬ 
sonal  conceits,  and  even  absurd  heresies.  The  only  safe  course  is  to  receive 
from  the  Lord  the  Genuine  Divine  Truths  of  which  the  spiritual  sense  of  the 
W'ord  consists,  and  by  means  of  these  come  to  the  Word  to  find  the  Doctrines  of 
heaven  and  the  way  of  life. 

Although  this  clever  writer  turns  toward  the  Writings  of  the  Hew  Church  a 
cold  and  repellent  sjdiere,  yet  he  does  not  scruple  to  ado])t,  to  a  certain  extent 
our  great  leading  doctrine,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  God  of  the 
universe, — attempting  nevertheless,  as  we  have  said,  to  hold  this  golden  truth 
in  connection  with  the  dross  and  miry  clay  of  Nebuchadnezzar’s  celebrated 
image.  For  while  he  seems  to  have  in  his  system  the  head  of  gold,  he  still 
attempts  to  incorporate  into  it,  the  false  doctrines  of  the  fallen  church  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  feet,  part  of  iron  and  part  of  miry  clay. 

IMr.  Miller  speaks  of  his  belief  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  follows: — ■ 

“  Now,  to  be  a  great  deal  more  ]‘)reci.=e.  All  that  Dr.  Alexander  and  Francis 
Turretin  would  impute  of  Deity  to  Christ,  I  do,  and  perhaps  more.  That  is  I 
put  the  whole  Godhead  in  him.  I  make  the  Father,  as  he  himself  seems  to  do 
(Jo.  V  :  19,  26,  .66  ;  vi  :  57  ;  X ;  29,  30,  36),  his  Godhead.  My  gospel,  therefore, 
is  safe:  my  redemption,  perfect.  Jehovah,  among  the  old  Jews,  was  Christ 
moving  about  without  his  incarnation  ;  and,  if  you  ask  me  what  that  means,  I 
would  say:  It  was  Gnd,  under  -whatever  name,  administering  in  the  name  of 
Emmanuel:  pardoning  on  the  base  of  his  obedience:  creating  on  the  faith  of 
his  advent;  and  intending,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  to  unite  himself  with  him 
as  one  person,  and  to  be,  as  plenary  God,  what  we  have  imagined  as  being  the 
Eternally  Begotten. 

“  I  wish  only  to  say,  that  God  eternall}',  and  before  his  Incarnation,  is,  to  me. 
One  Person  ;  that  God  eternally,  after  his  incarnation,  is,  as  God,  One  Person  ; 
that.  Spirit,  Word,  and  Jehovah,  he  is  but  describing  himself  as  the  glorious 
Almighty  ;  and  that,  when  I  ]U'ay  for  the  Sjririt ;  or  reverence  the  Son ;  or  wor¬ 
ship  the  Father, — I  am  thinking  of  the  One  Personal  God:  and  that  it  would 
have  been  infinitely  better  never  to  load  the  faith  with  the  Platonic  Trinity.” 
pp.  12,  13. 

Fragments  of  Physiology;  or  Essays  on  Life,  Health,  Hygiene,  Dls- 

EASE,  AND  Cure  of  Disease.  By  Abraham  T.  Lowe,  M.D.  Henry  A. 

A'oung  &  Co.,  13  Bronifield  Street,  Boston. 

This  book  comes  with  the  general  commendation  of  the  Press,  and  of  the 
leading  men  in  the  New  Church  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  it.  Its 
style  is  clear  and  simple,  and  by  means  of  it  Physiology  is  for  the  time  lifted 
out  of  the  college  and  brought  home  into  the  family  :  and  given  to  us  in  a  series 
of  familiar  table-talks.  For  these  “Fragments,”  so  thoughtfully  preserved,  and 
laid  before  us  in  forms  so  attractive,  we  ought  all  to  be  grateful  to  Dr.  Lowe. 
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“  Words  tor  The  NE'n"  Church.” 

Among  the  commendatory  notices  of  the  Serial  which  we  have  received  is 
one  in  the  “Bote  der  Neuen  Kirehe,"  edited  by  the  Eev.  A.  0.  Brickman.  After 
commenting  favorably  on  the  style  in  which  the  work  is  published,  he  says : 

“  The  first  number  treats  of  the  Advent  of  the  Lord,  and  assigns  the  true  place 
and  operation  in  the  Second  Coming  to  the  Lord,  to  His  Word,  and  to  His  chosen 
servant,  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  whom  He  filled  with  His  Spirit. 

“  The  intention  underlying  the  publication  of  the  Serial  is  to  give  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  New  Church  the  unadulterated,  pure  truth  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
and  its  Heavenly  Doctrines,  to  introduce  them  more  deeply  and  faithfully  into 
the  sanctuary  of  the  great  God,  to  establish  them  in  it,  and  to  give  into  their 
hands  the  Divine  means  whereby  they  may  guard  themselves  against  error  and 
superficiality. 

“  An  earnest,  devout,  solemn  and  conscientious  tone  sounds  through  and  per¬ 
vades  the  whole.  We  find  here  men,  who  have  devoted  their  life  to  the  knowl¬ 
edge  and  study  of  the  doctrines,  and  to  whom  the  doctrines  and  life  of  the  Church, 
as  well  as  their  promulgation  and  development  in  the  right  spirit  is  a  sincere 
and  sacred  duty  For  a  number  of  years  much  that  is  superficial  has  been 
trumpeted  about  by  preachers  and  laymen  as  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Church, 
so  that  it  is  high  time  that  an  end  be  made  to  the  dangers  of  falsifying  the  truth 
as  well  as  to  the  dallying  with  the  spirits  of  the  dragon.  W"hat  these  men 
strive  for,  is :  to  teach  to  guard  the  pure  truth  in  the  light  of  heaven.” 

“  Authoritt  in  the  New  Church.” 

In  the  first  number  of  the  Serial  we  gave  a  brief  notice  of  this  excellent 
hook.  In  the  further  explanation  of  its  nature  and  purpose,  and  as  sufficiently 
answering  the  cavils  we  have  heard  against  it,  we  lay  before  our  readers,  the 
following  extract  from  it: 

“  Authority  is  a  necessary,  yea,  an  indispensable  consequence  of  order ;  for 
order  is  an  harmonious  arrangement  of  parts,  of  which  those  that  are  like  are 
associated  together  or  co-ordinated,  and  those  which  are  lower  are  placed  under 
or  subordinated  to  those  which  are  higher. 

“  The  question  now  arises :  Where  is  the  law  which  both  the  clergy  and  the 
laity  in  the  Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem  ought  to  be  willing  to  acknowledge? 

“  The  answer  to  this  question  is :  The  law  of  the  Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
‘in  respect  to  the  Lord,  in  respect  to  the  neighbour,  and  in  respect  to  the  cer¬ 
emonies  of  the  Church,’  are  the  doctrines  of  the  internal  sense  of  the  Sacred 
Scripture,  which  have  been  revealed  by  the  Lord  at  His  Second  Coming  for 
the  special  benefit  of  this  Church,  and  which  are  contained  in  the  theological 
Writings  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg. 

“This  is  the  law  which  the  Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem  as  an  outward 
organization  must  acknowledge,  and  before  which  all  those  in  authority  must 
how. 

“  Let  us  be  thankful  that  ive  have  a  law  in  our  Church,  a  law  to  which  we 
can  go  for  light  as  to  our  duties  toward  God  and  toward  our  neighbour,  and 
a  law  to  which  we  can  go  for  instruction  in  everything  concerning  the  external 
worship  or  the  ceremonies  of  the  Church  ;  for  in  revealing  this  law  for  the 
New  Church  the  Lord  was  mindful  of  every  want  of  His  people,  and  whoever 
seeks  will  surely  find  there  what  he  needs.”' 
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(The  of  tlte  ^t\v  CIun*tU. 

The  Academy  of  the  Neiv  Church  is  constituted  of  New  Cliurchnien 
residing  in  America  and  England,  and  is  incorporated  under  the  statutes 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, — the  Charter  conferring  upon  the 
Academy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  common  to  the  Scien¬ 
tific  Academies,  Colleges,  and  Universities  of  this  country. 

The  object  of  the  Academy  is  to  promote  the  knowledge  of  the  Heavenly 
Doctrines  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Lord  in 
II  is  Second  Coming  in  the  llevelations  given  by  Him  in  the  Writings  of 
Swedenborg ;  and  by  every  available  means  to  further  the  establishment  of 
the  New  Church,  as  the  Lord’s  Kingdom  on  the  earth. 

To  this  end  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Academy,  as  the  Divine  Providence 
opens  the  way,  to  establish  a  university  for  the  elementary  and  academic 
education  of  the  youth  of  the  Church,  in  the  Doctrines  and  Principles  of  the 
New  Church,  in  the  Languages,  i\ncient  and  Modern,  and  in  the  Sciences: 

To  collect,  publish,  and  preserve  the  MSS.  and  the  Original  Editions  of 
those  Writings  which  constitute  the  Second  Advent  of  the  Lord  : 

To  prepare  and  publish  works  treating  more  particularly  of  the  Spiritual 
Doctrines  revealed  by  the  Lord,  and  having  for  their  end  the  building  up 
of  the  Church  in  an  ever  more  rational  reception  of  its  Heavenly  Truths, 
and  leading  to  an  ever  more  interior  love  of  the  Lord  and  the  Neighbor. 

A  beginning  has  already  been  made: — the  beginning  of  a  Library  of  the 
original  Editions  and  MSS.  of  the  Writings  and  other  works:  also  a  begin¬ 
ning  in  the  way  of  publications,  the  Academy  having  made  provision  for  the 
issuing  of  a  Serial  in  the  interest  of  the  New  Church,  of  which  the  present 
is  the  Second  Number. 

The  Academy  has  also  opened  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  a  Divinity 
School  for  the  instruction  and  preparation  of  young  men  for  the  Ministry. 
A  curriculum  is  arranged  providing  for  instruction  in  the  systematic  study 
of  Doctrine ;  in  the  study  of  the  Languages — Hebrew,  Chaldee,  Arabic, 
Syriac,  Greek,  Latin,  French,  German,  Spanish  and  Italian  ;  in  the  study 
of  English  Literature,  Pthetoric,  Criticism  and  Homiletics ;  also  in  the  study 
of  Anatomy  and  Physiology;  and  of  the  Mathematics. 

Young  men  other  than  those  preparing  for  the  ^Ministry  can  arrange  to 
join  any  of  the  classes. 

Inquiries  in  respect  to  the  Divinity  School  may  be  addressed  to  the  Rev. 
L.  11.  Tafel,  No.  104  Freedlander  Street,  Philadelphia. 
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FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  NEW  OHURCH. 

coisTT^insrinsj-o- : 

I.  BOOK  OF  WORSHIP. 

II.  RESPONSIVE  SERVICE. 

III.  FESTIVAL  SERVICES. 

IV.  BOOK  OF  DOCTRINES. 

V.  PRAYER. 

VI.  SACRAMENTS  AND  RITES. 

VII.  THE  PSALTER. 

VIII.  BOOK  OF  SACRED  SONG. 

“  In  preparing  a  Liturgy  for  the  New  Church,  our  aim  has  been  to  combine 
the  practical  and  useful  features  of  the  Liturgies  heretofore  in  use,  to  remove 
their  redundancies  and  supply  their  deficiencies.  The  forms  of  worship  herein 
set  forth  are  varied  and  numerous,  and  the  arrangement  plain  and  simple, 
following  the  natural  order  as  now  generally  understood  in  the  New  Church. 
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